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Clarifying the Meaning of the Statement: "The Qur'an and the
Qira'at are Two Distinct Realities"

Ahmed Saad Al-Khatib

Department of Qur'anic Interpretation and Sciences, College of the
Holy Qur'an, Al-Qasimia University, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

Email: dr.ahmedalkhatieb@gmail.com
N

A bstxract

This study addresses a statement made by the renowned scholar Al-Tufi
and supported by prominent scholars such as Al-Zarkashi, Al-Suyuti, Al-Banna
Al-Dimyati, and others: "The Qur'an and the Qira'at (recitations) are two
distinct realities." This statement has sparked criticism from some
contemporary scholars, who mistakenly believed that Al-Zarkashi was the
first to articulate it. However, this research confirms that Al-Tufi preceded Al-
Zarkashi in introducing this statement.

The study demonstrates that this statement is valid in its essence and
contains nothing warranting criticism. The researcher has thus sought to
elucidate its meaning and clarify its implications, addressing any potential
misconceptions arising from misunderstandings or incomplete readings of
the scholars’ views. This investigation is presented under the title: "Clarifying
the Meaning of the Statement: 'The Qur'an and the Qira'at are Two Distinct
Realities."

The research delves into the definitions of the Qur'an and the Qira'at,
distinguishing between the Qur'an as the divine revelation of Allah's words
and the Qira'at as the modes of its recitation, transmitted through multiple
authentic chains of narration. These Qira'‘at are all valid as long as they meet
the established conditions: authenticity of transmission, conformity with the
Uthmanic script, and alignment with linguistic rules.

The study concludes with key findings, emphasizing that the statement
reflects a scholarly distinction between the text of the Qur'an and the
methods of its transmission via different Qira‘at, without any contradiction
or diminution. It calls for caution in issuing judgments and underscores the
importance of understanding scholars’ statements within their proper
contexts.

Reywords: Qur'an, Qe Distinct ealites Al-Tufi, Al-Zarkashi The mind
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