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Places of Worship in Assiut City, Egypt
A Spatial Assessment Using GIS
ABSTRACT:

Places of worship are an essential component of the urban landscape. They
develop in parallel with population growth and represent an environment for
religious, cultural, and social development. They reflect the interaction between
spirituality and geographic space, and are fundamental to defining humanity's sense
of place, community, and identity. Given that visiting places of worship may require
frequent daily visits, their presence within a reasonable distance and at a density that
ensures their proximity to residents is crucial. Therefore, this study aims to explore
the spatial distribution patterns of mosques and churches and analyze their
accessibility within Assiut City based on walking distance. The study relied on a
spatial analysis approach, employing statistical and cartographic methods to analyze
spatial variations in the distribution patterns of places of worship. It relied on a
network analyst in a GIS environment to analyze the levels of accessibility to
mosques and churches. The study presented a spatial analysis of 200 mosques and
100 churches, evaluating their spatial distribution patterns, assessing their
accessibility levels, and the extent to which they meet the needs of residents in a
way that supports worship activities. The preparation of a map is considered a
valuable tool. Places of worship are a key focus of the urban agenda on religious
diversity, increasing community enthusiasm for worship, improving the religious
and social environment, and promoting values of tolerance.

Keywords: Places of worship, Geography of religion, Assiut city, Egypt.
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