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Mirror of Saudi Feminist Discourse
"The Novel Al-Firdaws al-Yabab as a Model'

A Systemic Study
Department of Literature and Criticism. College of Arts and
Humanities, Al Baha University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: am.almohreb@hotmail.com
Abstract:

The Saudi female writer has managed, to some extent, to penetrate the worlds of
the marginalized in expressing her aspired narrative and experimenting with
imagined realms that possess their own choices in structure, process, and
emancipation—thus transcending the shadowy zone, the anxiety of meaning,
and the stagnation in the realm of lamentations. In doing so, she was able to
create a unique system through which she writes herself and the self of her
counterpart—the other woman—abased on the concept of the mirror and its
manifestation in presenting the original and its reflection through narrative
fiction. The research examined representations of women in Jahiliyyah, a novel
by Laila Al-Juhani, considering the mirror metaphor in narrative discourse
through a systemic analysis. Two dominant systems emerged: cultural rejection
and cultural conservatism, reflected through various "mirrors” of female
presence. The research concluded with several findings, including :

The novelist was able to construct and understand the feminist model from
within, in accordance with the changing cartography of narrative. The female
counterpart also succeeded in presenting her own epistemic conception through
articulating her philosophy and interpretations. It was noted that the
representation of the body as a feminine presence was absent, in contrast to the
detailed description of the internal articulation of female counterparts. In
writing about her counterparts, the woman employed an internal narrative
perspective and a subjective inward gaze. The dynamic tensions involved in
shaping the counterparts were conditioned by the position occupied by each
female counterpart in cultural settings, and numerous results.

Keywords.- Counterpart , Femininity , System , Rejection , Conservatism ,
Counterparts
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