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Abstract:

This study primarily aimed to monitor and analyze rural urban changes in
Matrouh Governorate and the factors influencing them. This study utilized
comparative statistical analysis of some aspects of urban change and the factors
influencing it. It also analyzed spatial variations and their causes in selected
models using geomatics techniques. A field study of six selected villages in
Matrouh Governorate was conducted. A comprehensive survey was conducted on
building owners in the six selected villages, using complete enumeration (census
method) in three villages: Al-Shamama, Fouka, and Abu Zariba, and a random
sample in the other three villages: Al-Qasr, Al-Jarawla, and Bahey El-Din.

The study adopted several geographical approaches to achieve the research
objectives, particularly the descriptive approach, the historical approach, the
spatial analysis approach, the behavioral approach, and the movement theory, to
examine the process of urban change as a dynamic spatial process influenced by
the behavior, economic activity, and social relations of rural Bedouin and Amazigh
populations. This study concluded with several findings, recommending unifying
village governance and accurately unifying each region's jurisdiction over land, in
accordance with Law No. 143 of 1981. This should be achieved by establishing a
geographic database in geographic information systems (GIS) for this purpose by
a single, competent authority. Village development should also be pursued through
small-scale economic and craft projects, such as the Productive Village Project,
and environmentally friendly agricultural projects funded by the European Union
and civil society organizations, along with the Decent Life Initiative, within the
framework of the comprehensive development strategy for Matrouh Governorate.

Keywords: Urban Changes — Rural Areas — Matrouh Governorate — Remote
Sensing — Geographic Information Systems.
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