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THE USE OF AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION WORKERS FOR
AGRICULTURAL WEBSITES IN GHARBIA GOVERNORATE

Mokhtar M. Abd-Ella', M.H. Kassem’, A.M. Al-Shaib’,
E.M. El-Baaly' and M.A. Rashwan '

1. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Tanta Univ., Egypt
2. Agric. Ext. Res. and Rural Dev. Res. Inst., Dokki Res. Cent., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This study aimed to identify the level of agricultural extension workers
knowledge in agricultural websites and their level of confidence in the information on
Agricultural Websites as well as the level of their use of the agricultural websites and to
identify the most important factors affecting their use of these agricultural websites. The data
were collected by personal interview using a questionnaire form specifically designed to
achieve the research objectives during the months (March and April 2017). A regular random
Stratified sample was selected, the data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages, (T) and
(F) test and LSD test as well as pearson correlation coefficient using the SPSS program. The
results showed that about half of the respondents work in agricultural cooperative associations
and that more than half of the respondents are between the ages of 50 and over. On average,
half of the respondents have an agricultural diploma qualification, and about two-thirds of the
respondents their duration of work in agricultural extension ranging from 1 to 11 years with
an average of 9.68 and a standard deviation of 7.28, nearly three-quarters of the respondents
are not specialists in agricultural extension. In addition, more than 80% of the respondents did
not receive training courses in the field of information and communication technology. 55.2%
of the respondents had a computer, 94.3% had a mobile phone. In regard to the level of
knowledge of respondents in agricultural websites, 77.1% of respondents had low level of
knowledge of agricultural websites. As for the level of confidence of the respondents in the
information on the agricultural websites, 49.5% of the respondents had a level of confidence
between high and medium in the information on the agricultural websites. The top sites used
were the page of Agriculture Directorate of Gharbia on Facebook. There are significant
differences in the averages of the use of respondents to agricultural websites when classified
on work place, academic qualification, specialization of the academic qualification, owning a
computer, owning a mobile phone). There was also a significant correlation between the
degree of the respondents' use of the agricultural websites and each of (age, the degree of
knowledge of the respondents in agricultural website, the degree of the respondents'
confidence in the information of agricultural websites) and not significant with the duration of
work in agricultural extension, the number of training courses in the field of communication
and information technology).

Key words: Agricultural extension workers, information and communication technology,
agricultural websites.
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