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Abstract 
Substance abuse is a multi-etiological, multi-dimensional and a 

worldwide problem. Personality traits may form a part of the aetiology of 
drug dependence. For instance, drug dependence may result from self-
medication in emotionally unstable individuals. The five factor model (FFM) 
has obtained a central position in contemporary personality trait theory.Few 
studies have examined whether there is a distinct personality pattern 
associated with drug dependence. The present study investigates the 
personality traits of substance abusers as compared with non-substance 
abusers by using the NEO-Five Factor Inventory.The sample consists of 
substance abusers (N=88) (mean age 28.92) along with non-substance 
abusers (N=103) (mean age 22.96), the present study revealed that non-
substance abuser group scored higher on Conscientiousness and Openness 
dimensions, whereas the tow substances abuser group scored higher on 
Extraversion comparing with one substance users within substance abuse 
subgroup according to the number of used substances.The current study did 
not reveal existence of statistically significant differences in the five factors 
among the addicts group according to criminal history  . 
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