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Planning of Extension Program for Developing Date Palm
Farmers at El-Burulus District in Kafr El-Sheikh Govemorate

Ahmed Mostafa Ahmed Abdullah

Agricultural Extension Branch, Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty

of Agriculture, Kafrelsheikh University

A

This research was mainly aimed at building a pilot program to meet the marketing
and marketing needs of the farmers of Palm El-Burl in Kafr EI-Sheikh governorate.
Kafr El-Sheikh governorate was selected to conduct this study as one of the leading
governorates in date palm cultivation. The center was selected as the highest center in
the province of Kafr El-Sheikh and the cultivation of date palms, The comprehensive
study was conducted through a comprehensive inventory of date palm plantations
at Al-Borolus Center in all agricultural cooperatives affiliated to it. The number of
associations in the Boroulus Center reached 10, and the number of palm trees was
8954. The number of date palm trees with 2,634 farmers, the number of productive
palm trees with 155 thousand palm trees, the Shehabiya Society, the number of date
palm trees with 1,168 farmers, and the number of fruitful palm trees with about 24
thousand palms. The size of the sample was determined using the Krejcie and Morgan
equation. The sample size was 350 respondents with 243 respondents from the Baltim
Association and 107 respondents from the Shehab Society.
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The study reached a range of results:
-Approximately 63% had a total cognitive guidance requirement ranging from the
Mediterranean to the higher in relation to the marketing operations of date palm crop.

- Approximately 79% belong to the intermediate and low knowledge guidance
needs category in relation to the recommendations regarding the first service operations
for the establishment of the Palm Grove. Approximately 68% of the two categories of
intermediate and higher knowledge guidance needs are related to recommendations
for ongoing service operations for growing trees.

- About 80% belong to the categories of medium and low knowledge guidance
needs in relation to the recommendations of the operations of the palm tree service.

-Approximately 63% do not have a knowledge requirement regarding the
recommendations for the harvesting, picking, preparation and packing of fruits.

- the independent variables studied and the significance of their correlation
relationship are linked together with the degree of cognitive extension needs of the
marketing productivity of the farmers interviewed with a correlation coefficient of
0.488 which is a significant value at the potential level 0.01 according to the value (P)
calculated, which amounted to 6,970.

- The results also indicate that the independent variables combined explain about
24% of the variance in the degree of cognitive extension needs of the marketing
productivity of the surveyed farmers based on the value of the R2 identification factor,
which reached 0,238.

- The results showed that the most important sources of agricultural knowledge
of the farmers were the source of parents and neighbors, where they ranked first with
85.1%, followed by the source of relatives and friends by 66%, while the source of
traders of agricultural production requirements ranked third with 57.7% In the fourth
place, the source of the director of the Agricultural Cooperative Society by 52.3%,
while the source of the agricultural guide in the Society came in fifth place by 42.0%.

- The results showed that the most important problems facing date palms in the
area under study were the problem of red palm weevil by 92.3%, then the
problem of price fluctuations of dates by 80.6%. The problem of weakness of
extension role provided to farmers by 65.4% The problem of the shortage of skilled
agricultural labor by 62.3%, the problem of rising wages of agricultural labor by
60.6%, and the problem of controlling traders and intermediaries by 54.0%.

- The results showed that the most important proposals of farmers to overcome
the problems facing them were the provision of effective techniques to control red
palm weevil by 69.7%, followed by the support of the agricultural cooperatives in
agricultural farmers and well trained by 62.0%, then the establishment of a marketing
association for farmers Negotiations and sales of traders increased by 59.7%, followed
by the provision of production inputs at associations at low prices by 56.3%, holding
seminars and meetings and implementing programs to increase the knowledge and
skills of date palm farmers by 54.9%.
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