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Lexical Euphemism in the Prophet’s Holy Tradition:
A Semantic Study of Seven Ahadith (Sayings) from
Mishkatu-l-Magsabih” by At-Tabriziy (d.741H)

By Dr. Mostafa Ahmad Muhammad Ismael,

Assistant Professor, Department of Philology,

College of Arabic, Menoufeyah, Al-Azhar University
mostafaesmaiel.lan@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract
This research paper attempts to point out the aspects of
euphemism in Hadith vocabulary, and to seek the linguistic
inimitability in some of the Prophet’s sayings. This has been
achieved by comparing what the earlier scholars called “the
improvement of the utterance” and what the current scholars call
“the skill of expression” or “euphemism” and classified it under
the major of sociolinguistics. The research paper consists of an
introduction, two sections, and a conclusion. The first section
deals with the theoretical aspects of lexical euphemism in the
Qur’an and the Prophet’s sayings, and how euphemism contrasts
with linguistic taboo. The second section presents an applied study
of five Prophetic sayings, in an attempt to show the linguistic

inimitability in them.

Key words: euphemism — lexemes
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