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Guidelines for Contributors

Initial Submission for Refereeing

The manuscript must be submitted in three copies
for refereeing purposes. The Journal of Abgadiyat
follows the Chicago Manual of Style, with some
modifications as cited below.

Final Submission

1-The final text (following amendments
recommended by the editor or referees) must
be provided on disk preferably CD, using MS
Word, composed in 14 point font for Arabic
and 12 point font for other languages.

2-The text should be in hard copy, printed
clearly on A4 or standard American paper, on
one side only, double-spaced throughout and
with ample margins. Please do not justify the
right-hand margin.

3- Please do not employ multiple typeface styles
or sizes.

4 The Journal of Abgadiyat does not use titles such
as Dr, or Prof. in text or notes or for authors.

5- Brackets should be all round-shaped, e.g. (......)

2

6- Use single quotation marks throughout. ¢
7- Avoid Arabic diacriticals. Only use in quotes.

8- The numbers of dynasties must be spelled
out, e.g. ‘Eighteenth Dynasty’ and not ‘18th
Dynasty’ or ‘Dynasty 18’. Similarly, numbers
of centuries should be spelled out, e.g. ‘fifth
century BCE’, ‘second century CE’. BCE and

FONTS

Contributors must check with the editor, in
advance, if the text employs any non-standard
fonts (e.g. transliterations, Hieroglyphics, Greek,
Coptic, etc.) and may be asked to supply these on
a disk with the text.

TRANSCRIPTIONS OF ARABIC
WORDS

1- The initial hamza (#) is not transcribed: amana,
ka-sura.

2- The article (al) should be connected with the
word it determines through a hyphen, avoiding
what is known in Arabic as ‘solar’ al, i.e. it
should be written whether pronounced or not:
al-sams, al-gamar.

3- No capital letter is given to the article (al) but
the word it determines, except at the beginning
of a sentence where the article also must have a
capital letter: al-Gabarti.

4- Arabic diacritics are not transcribed: laylat al
qadr, and not laylatu I-gadri.

5- The (ta’ marbuta) is written as a, but if followed
by genitive it should be written as al-madina,
madinat al-Qahira.

6- For transliteration of plural in Arabic words use
any of the following options:

- Arabic singular: wagf,
- Arabic plural: awqaf,

CE should be in capitals. - Arabic singular followed by (s) in Roman letters:
9- The © ’ dash between dates, page references, wagqf-s.
etc. (1901/02, 133-210) is an en-dash not a
hyphen.
Issue No.6




Guidelines For Contributors

FOOTNOTES

1- Citations must be on separate pages appended
as endnotes, double-spaced.

2- Footnote numbers should be placed above
the line (superscript) following punctuation,
without brackets.

3- The title of the article must not include a
footnote reference. If a note is needed for
‘acknowledgement’ this should be by means of
an asterisk (*) in the title and an asterisked note
before the first footnote.

ABSTRACT

An abstract (maximum 150 words) must be
provided. The abstract will be used for indexing
and information retrieval. The abstract is a stand
alone piece and not part of the main body of the
article.

ABBREVIATIONS

» Concerning periodicals and series, abbreviations
should follow those in Bernard Mathieu,
Abreéviations des périodiques et collections
en usage a I'[FAO, 4*™ éd. (Cairo, 2003).
Available online at www.ifao.egnet.net. Ad hoc
abbreviations, after complete full reference, may
be used for titles cited frequently in individual
articles.

* Accepted forms of standard reference works
may also be applied. Porter and Moss,
Topographical Bibliography, should be cited as
PM (not italicized).

CITATIONS should take the form of:

Article in a journal
J.D. Ray, ‘The Voice of Authority: Papyrus Leiden
1382°, JEA 85 (1999), 190.

* Cite subsequently as: Ray, JEA 85, 190.

Article or chapter in a multi-author book

I. Mathieson, ‘Magnetometer Surveys on Kiln Sites
at Amarna’, in B.J. Kemp (ed.), Amarna Reports

VI, EES Occasional Publications 10 (London,
1995), 218-220.

* Cite subsequently as: Mathieson, in Kemp
(ed.), Amarna Reports V1, 218-220.

A.B. Lloyd, ‘The Late Period, 664-323 BC’ in B.G.
Trigger, B.J. Kemp, D. O’Connor and A.B. Lloyd,
Ancient Egypt. A Social History (Cambridge,
1983), 279-346.

 Cite subsequently as: Lloyd, in Trigger, et al.,
Ancient Egypt. A Social History, 279-346.

Monographs

E. Strouhal, Life in Ancient Egypt (Cambridge,
1992), 35-38.

* Cite subsequently as: Strouhal, Life in Ancient
Egypt, 35-38.

D.M. Bailey, Excavations at el-Ashmunein, V.
Pottery, Lamps and Glass of the Late Roman and
Early Arab periods (London, 1998), 140.

» Cite subsequently as: Bailey, Excavations at
el-Ashmunein, V. 140.

Series publication

W.M.F. Petrie, Hyksos and Israelite Cities,
BSAE 12 (London, 1906), 37, pl.38.A, no.26.

* Cite subsequently as: Petrie, Hyksos and
Israelite Cities, 37, pl. 38.A, no. 26.

Dissertations

Josef W. Wegner, The Mortuary Complex of
Senwosret IIl: A Study of Middle Kingdom State
Activity and the Cult of Osiris at Abydos (PhD
diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1996), 45-55.

» Cite subsequently as: Wegner, The Mortuary
Complex of Senwosret III, 45-55.

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

» Cite preferentially to a hard-copy edition of
material posted on a website. If material is
available solely in electronic form, provide
sufficient information to enable users to
correctly access the sources. However, a citation
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such as  www.mfa.org/artemis/fullrecord.
asp?0id=36525&did=200. might be more
elegantly, if less directly, expressed textually:
See, for example, acc. 19.162, illustrated at
www.mfa.org/artemis. The http:// protocol may

CAPTIONS
* For figures, appropriate credit should be

provided, double-spaced, on a separate sheet,
and in electronic form on the CD with the final
version of the article.

be omitted in citations to sources posted on the
World Wide Web (e.g., www.mfa.org/giza, COPYRIGHT
rather than http://www.mfa.org/giza); it should
be retained in other instances (e.g., http://
aaupnet.org; or http://w3.arizona.edu/~egypt/)

» Responsibility for obtaining permission to use
copyright material rests with the author. This
includes photocopies of previously-published

* For citations to electronic journals, CD-ROM, material.
and similar media, see the relevant chapter in .
the Chicago Manual of Style.

Submitted research papers and articles will not
be returned to authors whether published or
* Authors’ initials and publication details, not.

including full article title and/or series name « A brief Curriculum Vitae (CV) should be

and volume number should be provided in the submitted together with the research paper.
first citation; surname alone, and an abbreviated

title should be used subsequently. The use of  Please visit the Abgadiyat journal web page:

ibid, op. cit. and loc. cit. should be avoided. http://www.bibalex.com/calligraphycenter/
Precise page references should be given. abgadiyat/static/home.aspx

PHOTOGRAPHS

* These should be scanned at 300 dpi for
reproduction at the same size. The images
should be saved as CMYK TIFF files (JPEGs
are rarely adequate).

 [llustrations and graphics should not exceed
30% of the text.

» All image files must be submitted on a CD.
Please do not e-mail images to the editors
without prior consultation.
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Introduction

During the past five years, the Abgadiyat journal has appeared in order to bridge the existing gap in the
fields of writings and scripts studies. This gap was not on the local level only, but as well as on the regional
level; wherein there was no practical or precise journal concerning the affairs of writings and scripts in the world
across the ages. Abgadiyat carries the most important goals of the Center for Studies of Writings and Scripts,
including the increase of the number of rare specialists among writings and inscriptions that need to be studied
and to spreading the consciousness of writings and inscriptions on the level among the non-specialists. Perhaps,
this is the main reason for considering the Delegation of Antiquities in the High Council for Universities for

Abgadiyat as a regional journal.

This issue, specifically, is considered one of the most important issues why Abgadiyat is published, and we are
greatly pleased — as a team working on the revision of the Journal — when a number of researchers competing
in publishing their research within issues in the Journal; where the team revising the Journal came across a
number of research from different countries and from all universities. As a result, we helped in upgrading the

scientific level of Abgadiyar.

Also among the fundamentals that Abgadiyat emphasizes is the support of young researchers to publish
their research in the Journal. It is known to all that one of the goals of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina is to
encourage and support young researchers in all research and practical fields. Thus, the Journal has received
research investigations from a number of young researchers, who are hoped to meet the criteria, after the
Council of Practical Specialized Ruling has approved their research and recommend their research with the

ability, quality and readiness for publishing.

Following the research of the Journal, he finds a great diversity in the research topics that the Journal
displays. Despite everything, it carries one goal, the interest in inscriptions and writings; displayed is research
dealing with different perspectives. These perspectives include research from the linguistic, historical, and artistic
perspectives; leading to a balance to all the axes of practical research.

The sixth issue of Abgadiyar overflows with a group of valuable research concerning inscription of the
ancient Egyptian language; whether they were found in the Sarabeet al-Khadem, Wadi al-Hammamat or Wadi
al-Jawasis areas, or those that date to the second era of transition, or concern administrative nicknames in
ancient Egypt, or what some papyri dealt with in writing about the afterlife according to Ancient Egypt, or the
efforts of some researchers in the field of the ancient Egyptian language, such as Professor Ahmed Kamal Pasha
and his linguistic dictionary concerning the writings from the Coptic age that were dealt with from the artistic
perspective stating the shape of icons, from the historical perspective stating the first Copts who wrote in Arabic,

and concerning the writings in the Islamic age which dealt with the writings on homes in Damascus during the

Issue No.6 11




Introduction

Ottoman Era, and inscriptions on rare Islamic coins and writing compositions, such as the royal monogram in

the Modern Age, and inscriptions on some mosques.

From here, we can state that this issue might grant the opportunity for young researchers to publish their
research, and present a serious, practical study to continue the path the Center of Writings and Scripts had

begun nine years ago.

Ahmed Mansour

Deputy Director of Calligraphy Center
Bibliotheca Alexandrina
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A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period
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Manal Affara

1. State of Preservation

There is a fissure in the second register. The
hieroglyphic inscriptions in certain parts of the third
register are damaged, viz above the figure of the
woman at the right side. Generally, the stela is in a

good condition.

2. Description

The circular-topped stela is made of limestone; it
measures 42 x 25.5 cm. It consists of a lunette and four
registers (Figs. 14-). The lunette is 6 cm high, and each
register measures 8 cm high. The lunette contains a
pair wdj3t eyes.? They are an appropriate size and well
proportioned. The offering formula is inscribed in a
long vertical column within the center of the stela.*
The offering formula divides the stela into two halves.
The stone surface of the stela is roughly dressed. The
inscriptions are crudely cut in bas-relief. The names

and titles of the figures are enclosed by borderlines.

The figures are depicted in a small scale with poor
craftsmanship and without facial details. The nose is
hardly seen, and the mouth is limited with a small
stroke. The figures within the stela are depicted to be
in a sitting position, in small squares, giving the stela
a resemblance to a chessboard. The figures are well
proportioned and simple. In addition, the figures are
facing each other with one hand clutched over, their

chest and the other stretched forward.

3. Notes on readings

The stela consists of eighteen lines with a total
of one-hundred-and-fourteen words. A total of ten
errors are found within the stela. However, there are
two types of errors: in the writing of the inscriptions
and in the wrong direction of the sign related to the
direction of the other signs of the text, in lines 3, 6,

15. This is evident in the stela.

Line Term Error Correction
3 im3hw /ﬁﬂ %
5 RYj 5 7
6 wsjr (SN p=al
8 m3<t E %
12 $3t & e
14 Kkj-wr = 2
14 m3° ? —
15 H3-nh.f @ﬁr:@; @?%E
16 hkrt 0+ 0+
17 hkrt 35: QQJF

30
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A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period

Here is a chart demonstrating the rate of mistakes in 4. Representation and Text

the stela: 4.1. The central offering formula

3% 6% The offering formula is written in a long

vertical column at the center of the stela. It
starts in the first register, below the lunette, and

continues to the bottom of the stela.

The inscriptions are directed to the right, and

read as follows:
[y
@[+
I
91% (b) (AN
B Correct Inscriptions

B Errors in Directions of Inscriptions (©) ﬁ
[] Errors in Writing the Inscriptions P

" _'I ﬁ &l

= =F gl
%ZM )

%f%"\ [——

Htp dj nswt Wsjr hntj imntjw nb 3bdw dj(t).f
prt-hrw t hnkt k3w 3pdw k3 n s3t nswt Nfr-
htp m3t-hrw.

(AT
]

T
N
o

AT
)

‘An offering which the king has given (and)

Osiris,’ the foremost of the westerners (and) lord

of Abydos, may he (Osiris) give an invocation

offering (consisting of) bread, beer, oxen and
(Fig.1) The stela of Nfi-htp, CG 20058. fowls for the 4z of the princess Nfr-htp, justified’.
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32

(a) This type of graphie the offering formula, with

the phonetic complement & on the /\ and
the lacking of phonetic complement ™ [] to
the Hip sign, is attested in other stelae dating

to the late period of the Thirteenth Dynasty.®

(b) The writing ﬁis not attested in the offering

()

formula before the reign of Senusert I11.7

The determinative in the epithet hAnty-
imntyw dropped in the text. This occurs in
the later period of the Middle Kingdom. The
term hnty was written in a stylized shape

which was common during the late part of

the Middle Kingdom.®

(d) The nb sign and the unusual form of 3b

(e)

(f)

in 3bdw are written in hieratic forms. The
carver placed the determinative in the
middle instead at the end of the word. This
order of the ideogram of 3bdw was shown in
examples CG 20144, CG 20598, CG 20661,
CG 20667, CG 20677, CG 20681. It was a

repeated error made by the carver.”

The addition of dj(¢).f to the prt-hrw formula

often dates to the first decade of Senusert I.1°

The ideogram of ¢ and hnkt are written in
hieratic. The determinative of the bread roll
bread in prt-hrw is placed following the
offerings k3w and 3bdw and it is abbreviated
in a horizontal stroke. The three dots replaced
by three strokes. Few examples are attested
the same arrangement of the ideogram
of the prt-hrw in CG 20709 and on the
statue of Sihathor from Heqaib Sanctuary."
Both date to the later period of the Middle
Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period.
Other examples inscribed the ideogram of
prt-hrw with three stokes and dropped the
of bread roll are CG 20662, CG 20663,
CG 20680, CG 20681, CG 20693.

(g) The k3 sign was inscribed in Hieratic.

4.2. The First Register

4.2.1 The owner of the stela Nfr-Htp is

represented sitting on a high-backed seat
with legs in the shape of lion’s paws. The
princess is depicted at an early age as she
is wearing a short wig with a bunch of
hair pulled backwards into a pony tail.
The forehead is crowned with an uraeus.
The princess’s head is small and oblong in
shape. The sculptor omitted the eyes and
carved a tiny nose and small mouth. It is
worth noting that the princess is depicted
in small size like all the other figurines in
the stela. Nfi-htp is depicted wearing a long
tight dress, her right hand clutched over
her chest, and her left hand is stretched out

forward.

In front of the princess, there are
two columns of inscriptions mentioning
her titles and name. The inscriptions are

directed to the left and read as follows:

TE
%%
5

53t nswt Nfr-htp m3<t-hrw nbt im3hw®

“The princess Nfr-htp justified,' possessor

of a venerated state’.

(a) The Princess Nfr-htp is designating a royal
favorite as receiving nbt im3hw epithet. Its
importance affirming the good behavior of
the owner of the stela who could become a
venerated one and could attain resurrection."?

The epithet nb im3hw was used often in

Abgadiyat 2011
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the later Twelfth Dynasty and became less
common in the Thirteenth Dynasty, as it was

substituted by the epithet whm-nh."

4.2.2.Behind the offering formula, there is a
male-standing figure wearing a trapezium
kilt and a short wig. He is depicted raising
his right hand in greeting the princess Nfi-
htp. His other hand extends downwards
holding something that is unclear due to a

fissure in the palm.

Above the male figure, are horizontal
inscriptions, written in a very small area to

accommodate the space.

The inscriptions read from right to left as follows:
[

2

hrd n k3p®@ jj® m3%© hrw
“Child of the inner palace (d) jj, justified.”

(a) Ward reads the title of question in our stela
hrdt nt k3p (as a feminine title)." In fact,
there is no existence @ for the letter in the
inscriptions to read hrd (hrdt) and n (nt)

and the depicted figure is a male.

(b) Ranke did not mention his name in (Ranke,
PN I).

(c) The m3€ sign is written in a cursive style.
The title m3%-hrw is written in a very small

area due to lack of space.

(d) The title hrd n k3p has no particular sign of
age difference than holder of other titles.
Quirke translates the title ird n k3p “child
of the inner palace”, and categorized it
among officials of the inner place.'® Ward
translates the title of question “page”” and

states that the title literally means “child

A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period

of the (king’s) private apartments” and is
brought up in close association with the

royal family.'®

The position of representation of the male
figure in the stela, in front of the princess,
shows that he could be in a close relation
with the princess and stands in front of her
to recite the prayers. Notice the absence
of the offering table from the main scene.
This feature is attested on stelae CG 20068,
CG 20126, CG 20160, CG 20572, and
CG 20642. To my knowledge, these stelae
are not dated, but according to their style,
they could belong to the later period of the
Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate

Period. "’

4.2.3. To the left side of the stela, there is a
woman seated on a backed chair with legs
in the shape of lion’s paws. The woman is
extending her right hand to the front while
the left hand is directed towards the chest.
There is no detail of her face like the rest
of the figures within the stela. The woman
is wearing a tight fighting dress and a
wig of long hair that falls back over her
shoulders.”® This hair style of the woman
shows that she is a married woman, further
justified by the title #b#pr. In front of the
seated lady, there is a column of inscription.
It mentions her title and her name. It is
directed to the right and reads as follow:

@ =

® o

Lo
O
=
=

(©)
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Nbt-pr RG* m3t-Lhrw]
“Mistress of the house R, justified.”

(@) The nb sign is written with a horizontal

stroke instead of the sign.

(b) In the name R€, the sculptor is carved
mistakenly the sign instead of the phonetic

complement.

(c) The hrw sign is hardly seen as the carving

is unclear and almost the sirw sign is absent

in the inscriptions.

(Fig. 2) The first and second registers of the stela, CG 20058.

4.3. The second register

There is a fissure in the second register
dividing the stela into two halves. The fissure is
restored. The second register depicts two female

figures, on the left and right sides of the stela.

They are represented in a way showing their
knees which are pulled back towards their bodies.
The two female figures have their right hands
directed towards their chests, while the left hands
are extended to the front. It seems that both figures
enjoyed a special favor of Nfi-htp, as she honored
them by dedicating an offering prayer to them.

34

4.3.1.0n the right of the stela, there is a woman
wearing a long wig which shows her marital
status and tight long dress. In front of her,
there are two columns of inscriptions,
and there is one horizontal line above her
head. The inscriptions include the offering

formula with title and name of the lady.

The inscriptions are directed to the left
and enclosed by borderlines. They read as

follows:

() =

b) S A —
LYo SN2 ©
Htp-dj nswt Wsjr n k3 n nbt-pr Nbw-m-
w3d?? m3t-hrw

“An offering which the king has given (and)
Osiris, for the kK of Nbw-m-w3d, justified.”

(a) The term Wijr is mistakenly carved to the
right. It should be directed to the left as the

rest of the inscription.

(b) The s~ sign is replaced by a horizontal

stroke.?

(c) The phonetic complement © in the term
m3t is misplaced. It should be followed
the phonetic complement 1.

4.3.2. On the left side of the second register, there
is a representation of a female figure. She is
wearing a short wig with a pony tail at the
back of her head. This hair style of the wig
was worn by the daughters of the elite and
shows that she is a young lady. In front of
her there are two columns of inscriptions.

The inscriptions include the offering

Abgadiyat 2011




formula with the title and name of the
young lady. The inscriptions are directed
to the right and enclosed by borderlines.
They read as follows:

L b
I i
(@) T T
w2 Y

Htp-dj nswt Wsjr n k3 n Nn-in-st ib®

m3<t hrw.

“An offering which the king has given
(and) Osiris to the k3 of Nn-in-st-ib,
Jjustified.”

(a) The ib sign is inscribed in hieratic.?®

(b) The hrw sign is missing due to the
fissure in the second register.

4.4. The third register

The register consists of four seated figures.
They are represented traditionally with one
hand directed to their chests and the other
hand extending forward. The figures are carved

proportionally.
On the right of the stela, a pair of male and

female figures are seated facing each other. The
inscriptions are written within a borderline above

their heads and continue behind their backs.

4.4.1. The male figure is wearing a short wig.
The female figure is wearing a short wig
with pony tail at the back of her head. The
forehead of the female is crowned with an
uraeus. Both figures are holding title s3/s3¢

nsw.

Identification of the male figure:

Issue No.6

A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period

=0

D[]
W+ S e o

s3 nsw Hr-htp?” m3%-hrw

“The prince Hr-htp, justified’.

(a) The sculptor carved the nsw sign in an
interesting way that differs from the normal
method. It appears as two semi signs of nsw
stuck to each other, one directed to the left
and the other to the right. The sculptor
intended to carve the nsw sign in that
style instead of duplicating it due to space

constraints.

(b) Here and throughout the inscription,
the term m3° is ended with the phonetic

complement ~ in male and female figures.

4.4.2. Identification of the female figure, the

inscriptions directed to the right:

(b) (a

)
N6+
© L

53(¢) nswt N-?-db3*® m3t hrw

«The princess N-?-db3, justified.”

(a) The sculptor made a mistake by carving
the phonetic complement [] sign instead
of O in the word s32.

(b) The name of the princess is not complete

due to the lacuna.

(c) The carving of phonetic complement[L_ sign

is written in hieratic script.” The leg of the
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4.4.3.

(a)

444,

()

(a)

L sign is shorter than normal if compared
to the sign L in the word 3bdw and in the
name of the lady sbt-hb who is seated on
the left side of the stela in the fourth register
(4.5.3). On the left side of the stela, there is

a pair of male seated figures.

Identification of the male figure who is
seated on the right is inscribed in a vertical

column in front of him. It reads as follows:

[ —
[ —

e/

AN

&

kkj-nhn®
Kkj-nhn

The name ends with determinative of a
sitting child with his hand in the mouth
which shows that kkj-nhn is young. He did
not hold a title maybe because he is too
young. As the young did not receive titles

until they were older.”!

Identification of the other pair carved
horizontally above his head and directed to

the right. It reads as follows:

ﬁj ﬁ (b) (a

)
/N

[~ Q@
< ~ & g ﬁ o o o @
iry-ht m k kkj-wr2 m3<(t) hrw
“keeper of items, with right entry®* kkj-

wr, justified.”

The determinative is replaced by three dots

instead of a folded roll of papyrus.*
A

(b) The ideograms of —— are not inscribed

equally. They should be equal in size. It

shows the inaccuracy of the sculptor.

(c) The phonetic complement & in the term

m3© is mistakenly carved.

(d) Quirke attributed the title to a security
official at sittings in the bureau of the
vizier. The title iry ht %k is attested
on other monuments with different
translations® and it could be two titles as
Ward mentioned.* The title iry it means
“keeper of property”, “keeper of items” or
“custodian of property.”” While the title aq
means “enterer”, or “one with access.”*® The
title %k should be followed by nouns® to
complete the meaning. Here, in our stela of
question the term % stands independently
which makes the meaning of the title
incomplete. Though the meaning of the
title is incomplete, Ward translated the
title iry ht %k “keeper of property of the %

priest”, and Quirke translated it “keeper of

items, with right entry”.

(Fig. 3) The third and fourth registers of the stela, CG 20058.
Photograph courtesy of the Cairo Museum.

4.5. The fourth register

There are four seated figures, three females and
one male. They are depicted in two groups, each
pair enclosed in a square. On the right of the stela,

the pair consists of a female and a male figure.
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4.5.1. Identification of the left male figure:

W 1&Tre

—= (b)
—

[
o— (0

53 nsw'D H3 -nh.f % m3<(t) hrw

‘Royal son H3-nh.f, justified’.

(a) The Carving of the 4 sign is unique, to
my knowledge, it was not attested in any

other examples.

(b) The
mistakenly to the right. It should be

phonetic  sign  %—is directed
directed to the left side as the direction
of the other inscriptions. Such a mistake

shows the inaccuracy of the sculptor.

(c) The phonetic complement ~ is carved

mistakenly.

(d) The prince H3 nh.f is the son of the king
Nfr-htp 1. The name of the prince recorded

on a stela from Wadi Hammamat.*!

4.5.2. Facing the prince H3-nh.f, there is a
female figure depicted wearing a long wig

which shows her marital status.

Identification of the female figure is
inscribed above her figure in borderlines and
continues behind her back. It is directed to

the right and reads as follows:

0404
p

hkr(t) nsw(t) kw ms Hntj*> m3t hrw

“The royal ornament %w born of Hntj, justified.”

Issue No.6

A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period

(a) Lange and Schifer” read the unclear

cursive sign as Akrt. Fischer and Dunham*
read the sign (] hkrt. Both readings are
based on the fact that the form of || is
identical in the title Zkrt nswt in the stelae
of Naga-ed Deir. Among the several errors
made in the inscriptions is the absence of
the phonetic complement & above the [ .
Other examples with the similar absence
of the phonetic complement ™ can be
attested in CG 20322: b, e, f, k; 20486: d;
20661: b and 20668: c. But, they are not
dated to the same period. It can be deduced
from the htp-dj-nswt arrangement.

(b) The name %w is repeated twice in the stela

4.5.3.

(@)

in question. Both figures are holding the
same title hkrt nswe. Affiliation term ms
added to define the lady precisely.

The second group in the fourth register
consists of two females. Both are seated
facing each other and wear long hair wigs.
They are depicted in the same position as

the other figures of the stela.

Identification of the lady seated to the right
of the group is written in front of her in a
vertical column between two borderlines. It

is directed to the right and reads as follows:

~
%4
=i
q
L

wd- dt sbt hb ® m3° hrw
“Wd- dt sbt hb justified.”
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(a) The three signs are difficult to read due
to their small size. Lange and Schifer read
them _ { with a question mark in front

of them.® With close examination of the

inscriptions, in the store of the Museum,
the three signs are read correctly by Lange
and Schafer. Studying the names that start
with wd, it was found that the name is

always followed neither by the name of a

deity nor the nh term. It is rarely followed

by other terms as in our case.*

(b) The name is not listed in Ranke, PN 1. but

it was mentioned in Lange and Schifer.’

4.5.4. Identification of the other lady seated to
the left. The inscription is written in front
of her in a vertical column. It is directed to

the right and reads as follows:

(@) rwem
y
Lo
N
4
[

<—

hkr(t) nswt Skw m3<t hrw

“The royal ornament %w, justified.”

(a) The 7 sign takes a shape of a horizontal
stroke and was placed mistakenly. To my
knowledge, the presence of the sign n
between the nswt and hkrt is not attested
in other examples in the CG stelae. The

hkrt sign is inscribed in cursive form.

Comment
The stela is too crude for royalty. The inscriptions
are written with errors. The craftsmanship is poor.

The surface was unsmoothly polished. The stela did

38

(Fig. 4) The stela of Nfr-Hep, CG 20058.

not receive much care from the craftsmanship. To
my knowledge, Nfr-htp's name was not recorded on
other monuments to trace her descendants. All these
significances raise an inquiry whether Nfr-htp is an

actual princess or not.

Since no filiations terms are established to assume
the relationship between the owner of the stela and
the figures, one can refer to the hierarchy conventions
and to the personal titles of the depicted persons as
they served as an important means of identification.
According to the hierarchy, the order of representation
of people is organized according to their value and
relationship to the owner of the stela. Generally, the
mother or the wife is often represented in front of the

owner of the stela while the sister is represented on
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the other registers. From this point, one can suggest
that R, who is represented in the first register, is a
mother—she may be of common origin—to the
princess Nfi-htp. The other two female figures, who
are represented on the second register, had enjoyed a
special favor of the princess Nfr-htp as honored them
with dedication offering prayers to them, but it is

hard to define their relationship to the princess.

The stela commemorates figures holding the
title s4 nsw. Von Beckerath®® and Ward® are showing
commoners with the title s3 nsw among of these
stelae CG 20058, CG 20450, CG 20578, CG 20600
and CG 20732. In the stela of question CG 20058,
there are two males holding the title s3 nsw. The
first one named Hr-htp. The name is attested on
two monuments from the Middle Kingdom, and the
person is not holding the title s3-nsw. Consequently,
it is unclear whether Hr-htp is an actual prince or not.
The second male holding the title 53 nsw is named H3
‘nh.f. The name of the prince is recorded on a stela
of Wadi Hammamat among members of the royal
family of king Nfr-htp 1, the prince named after his
grandfather H3 nh.f>° In this context, one of the two
persons holding the title s3 nsw is an actual prince.
Also, the stela venerates a female figure holding the
title s3¢ nswt. Her name is not complete due to the
lacuna. Consequently, there is no evidence to trace

the descendant of the female figure.

It was not clear how the title 53 nsw or s3t nswt
adopted by the individuals either granted by the
king as an honorary title and a mark of status or
by themselves to commemorate their royal descent
who once sat on the throne, especially during the
Second Intermediate Period where the numerous
royal families were of common origin. The epithet
nb im3hw which related to a funerary religion is a
royal favorite. Also, we know from the inscriptions on
statues of high officials that the king granted statues

in the temple of Karnak and a burial tomb as a mark

Issue No.6

A Remarkable Stela from the Second Intermediate Period

of favor towards them.’' It is most probably that the

title s3 nsw qr s3t nswt is granted by the king.

The title iry ht % is an unfamiliar title. The
term % should be followed by noun or adverb to
clarify exactly the accessible place of the holder of
the title. In the stela of question, the term % occurs
independently which makes the meaning of the title
iry ht %k incomplete. The title needs to be studied
independently; however, I will not consider it further

within this paper.

The title Hkrt nswt became common in the
Second Intermediate Period. The title may have been
bestowed upon a lady in the inner palace section.
Holder of the title hkrt nswt are always among wives
of officials, who are working with the royal families.
The rank status of the titles hkrt nswt is less than the

title hkrt nswt wtt.>?

The stela commemorates people holding
titles belonging to the intermediate stratum, such
as: hrd n k3, iry ht %k and hkrt nswt.>

Conclusion

The description of the pictorial elements and
the existence of the prince H3 “nh.f on the stela show
evidence in dating the stela to the late Thirteenth
Dynasty. The representation of the standing male
figure in front of the Nfr-htp and the absence of the
offering table allude to the domination of the spiritual
element rather than the material element which is

prevailed during the late Thirteenth Dynasty.
The

monuments, which makes it difficult to trace her

absence of name Nfr-htp on other
descendants and the poor carving of the stela leads
one to assume that the stela is hardly suitable for

royalty.

I do not assume that Nfr- htp is an actual princess
at the time of dedication of the stela, though she is

not a commoner. As, she is represented at early age
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with symbol of royalty the uraeus on her prow, among

the figures represented on the stela is an actual prince,

and others belonging to the royal court. Nfr-htp could

be a distant royal ancestor who once sat on the throne

during the Second Intermediate Period. Due to the

weakness of the political situation in this period, and

the multiplicity of the Kings for short periods on the

rule of Egypt, I believe there were many royal lineages

that are not known until now due to lack of records.

Notes

s
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