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Guidelines for Contributors 

Initial Submission for Refereeing 
The	manuscript	must	be	submitted	in	three	copies	

for	 refereeing	 purposes.	 The	 Journal	 of	 Abgadiyat 
follows the Chicago Manual of Style, with some 
modifications	as	cited	below.

Final Submission
1-	The	 final	 text	 (following	 amendments	

recommended by the editor or referees) must 
be	provided	on	disk	preferably	CD,	using	MS	
Word, composed in 14 point font for Arabic 
and 12 point font for other languages.

2-	The	 text	 should	 be	 in	 hard	 copy,	 printed	
clearly on A4 or standard American paper, on 
one side only, double-spaced throughout and 
with ample margins. Please do not justify the 
right-hand margin.

3-  Please do not employ multiple typeface styles 
or sizes.

4	 The	Journal	of	Abgadiyat does not use titles such 
as Dr, or Prof. in text or notes or for authors.

5-	Brackets	should	be	all	round-shaped,	e.g.	(……)

6-	Use	single	quotation	marks	throughout.	‘				’

7-	Avoid	Arabic	diacriticals.	Only	use	in	quotes.

8-	The	 numbers	 of	 dynasties	 must	 be	 spelled	
out,	 e.g.	 ‘Eighteenth	 Dynasty’	 and	 not	 ‘18th	
Dynasty’	or	 ‘Dynasty	18’.	Similarly,	numbers	
of	 centuries	 should	 be	 spelled	 out,	 e.g.	 ‘fifth	
century	BCE’,	 ‘second	century	CE’.	BCE	and	
CE should be in capitals.

9-	The	 ‘	_’	 dash	 between	 dates,	 page	 references,	
etc.	 (1901/02,	 133–210)	 is	 an	 en-dash	 not	 a	
hyphen. 

FONTS
Contributors must check with the editor, in 
advance, if the text employs any non-standard 
fonts	 (e.g.	 transliterations,	Hieroglyphics,	Greek,	
Coptic, etc.) and may be asked to supply these on 
a disk with the text.

TRANSCRIPTIONS OF ARABIC 
WORDS
1-	The	initial	hamza	(ء)	is	not	transcribed:	amāna,	

ka-sura. 

2-	The	 article	 (al)	 should	 be	 connected	with	 the	
word it determines through a hyphen, avoiding 
what	 is	 known	 in	 Arabic	 as	 ‘solar’	 al, i.e. it 
should be written whether pronounced or not: 
al-šams, al-qamar. 

3-	No	capital	letter	is	given	to	the	article	(al)	but	
the word it determines, except at the beginning 
of a sentence where the article also must have a 
capital letter: al-Gabarti.

4- Arabic diacritics are not transcribed: laylat al 
qadr, and not laylatu l-qadri.

5-	The	(tā’	marbuta)	is	written	as	a,	but	if	followed	
by genitive it should be written as al-madina, 
madinat al-Qahira.

6-	For	transliteration	of	plural	in	Arabic	words	use	
any of the following options:

- Arabic singular: waqf,

- Arabic plural: awqaf,

-	Arabic	singular	followed	by	(s)	in	Roman	letters:	
waqf-s.
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FOOTNOTES
1- Citations must be on separate pages appended 

as endnotes, double-spaced.

2-	Footnote	 numbers	 should	 be	 placed	 above	
the	 line	 (superscript)	 following	 punctuation,	
without brackets.

3-	 The	 title	 of	 the	 article	 must	 not	 include	 a	
footnote reference. If a note is needed for 
‘acknowledgement’	this	should	be	by	means	of	
an	asterisk	(*)	in	the	title	and	an	asterisked	note	
before	the	first	footnote.

ABSTRACT
An	 abstract	 (maximum	 150	 words)	 must	 be	
provided.	The	 abstract	will	 be	used	 for	 indexing	
and	information	retrieval.	The	abstract	 is	a	stand	
alone piece and not part of the main body of the 
article.

ABBREVIATIONS 
•	 Concerning	periodicals	and	series,	abbreviations	
should	 follow	 those	 in	 Bernard	 Mathieu,	
Abréviations des périodiques et collections 
en usage à l’IFAO, 4ème	 éd.	 (Cairo,	 2003).	
Available online at www.ifao.egnet.net. Ad hoc 
abbreviations, after complete full reference, may 
be	used	for	titles	cited	frequently	in	individual	
articles.

•	 Accepted	 forms	 of	 standard	 reference	 works	
may	 also	 be	 applied.	 Porter	 and	 Moss,	
Topographical Bibliography, should be cited as 
PM	(not	italicized).	

CITATIONS should take the form of:

Article in a journal
J.D.	Ray,	‘The	Voice	of	Authority:	Papyrus	Leiden	
I	382’,	JEA	85	(1999),	190.

•	 Cite	subsequently	as:	Ray,	JEA 85,	190.

Article or chapter in a multi-author book
I.	Mathieson,	‘Magnetometer	Surveys	on	Kiln	Sites	
at	Amarna’,	in	B.J.	Kemp	(ed.),	Amarna Reports 

VI, EES Occasional Publications	 10	 (London,	
1995),	218-220.

•	 Cite	 subsequently	 as:	 Mathieson,	 in	 Kemp	
(ed.),	Amarna Reports	VI,	218-220.

A.B.	Lloyd,	‘The	Late	Period,	664-323	BC’	in	B.G.	
Trigger,	B.J.	Kemp,	D.	O’Connor	and	A.B.	Lloyd,	
Ancient Egypt. A Social History	 (Cambridge,	
1983),	279-346.

•	 Cite	subsequently	as:	Lloyd,	in	Trigger,	et al., 
Ancient Egypt. A Social History,	279-346.

Monographs
E. Strouhal, Life in Ancient Egypt	 (Cambridge,	
1992), 35-38.

•	 Cite	subsequently	as:	Strouhal,	Life in Ancient 
Egypt, 35-38.

D.M.	 Bailey,	 Excavations at el-Ashmunein, V. 
Pottery, Lamps and Glass of the Late Roman and 
Early Arab periods	(London,	1998),	140.

•	 Cite	 subsequently	 as:	Bailey,	Excavations at 
el-Ashmunein,	V.	140.

Series publication
W.M.F.	 Petrie,	 Hyksos and Israelite Cities, 
BSAE 12	(London,	1906),	37,	pl.38.A,	no.26.

•	 Cite	 subsequently	 as:	 Petrie,	 Hyksos and 
Israelite Cities,	37,	pl.	38.A,	no.	26.

Dissertations
Josef W. Wegner, The Mortuary Complex of 
Senwosret III: A Study of Middle Kingdom State 
Activity and the Cult of Osiris at Abydos (PhD	
diss.,	University	of	Pennsylvania,	1996),	45-55.

•	 Cite	subsequently	as:	Wegner, The Mortuary 
Complex of Senwosret III, 45-55.

ELECTRONIC MEDIA
•	 Cite	 preferentially	 to	 a	 hard-copy	 edition	 of	

material posted on a website. If material is 
available solely in electronic form, provide 
sufficient	 information	 to	 enable	 users	 to	
correctly	access	the	sources.	However,	a	citation	

 Guidelines	For	Contributors
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Guidelines	For	Contributors	

such	 as	 www.mfa.org/artemis/fullrecord.
asp?oid=36525&did=200.	 might be	 more	
elegantly, if less directly, expressed textually: 
See, for example, acc. 19.162, illustrated at 
www.mfa.org/artemis.	The	http://	protocol	may	
be omitted in citations to sources posted on the 
World	 Wide	 Web	 (e.g.,	 www.mfa.org/giza,	
rather	than	http://www.mfa.org/giza);	it	should	
be	 retained	 in	 other	 instances	 (e.g.,	 http://
aaupnet.org;	or	http://w3.arizona.edu/~egypt/)

•	 For	citations	 to	electronic	 journals,	CD-ROM,	
and similar media, see the relevant chapter in 
the Chicago Manual of Style.

•	 Authors’	 initials	 and	 publication	 details,	
including	 full	 article	 title	 and/or	 series	 name	
and volume number should be provided in the 
first	citation;	surname	alone,	and	an	abbreviated	
title	 should	 be	 used	 subsequently.	 The	 use	 of	
ibid, op. cit. and loc. cit. should be avoided. 
Precise page references should be given.

PHOTOGRAPHS
•	 These	 should	 be	 scanned	 at	 300	 dpi	 for	
reproduction	 at	 the	 same	 size.	 The	 images	
should	be	 saved	as	CMYK	TIFF	files	 (JPEGs	
are	rarely	adequate).	

•	 Illustrations	 and	 graphics	 should	 not	 exceed	
30%	of	the	text.	

•	 All	 image	 files	 must	 be	 submitted	 on	 a	 CD.	
Please do not e-mail images to  the editors 
without prior consultation.   

CAPTIONS 
•	 For	 figures,	 appropriate	 credit	 should	 be	

provided, double-spaced, on a separate sheet, 
and	in	electronic	form	on	the	CD	with	the	final	
version of the article.

COPYRIGHT
•	 Responsibility	 for	obtaining	permission	 to	use	
copyright	material	 rests	 with	 the	 author.	 This	
includes photocopies of previously-published 
material.

•	 Submitted	research	papers	and	articles	will	not	
be returned to authors whether published or 
not.

•	 A	 brief	 Curriculum	 Vitae	 (CV)	 should	 be	
submitted together with the research paper.

Please visit the Abgadiyat journal web page:
http: / /www.bibalex.com/cal l igraphycenter/
abgadiyat/static/home.aspx
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Introduction

During the past five years, the Abgadiyat journal has appeared in order to bridge the existing gap in the 
fields of writings and scripts studies. This gap was not on the local level only, but as well as on the regional 
level; wherein there was no practical or precise journal concerning the affairs of writings and scripts in the world 
across the ages. Abgadiyat carries the most important goals of the Center for Studies of Writings and Scripts, 
including the increase of the number of rare specialists among writings and inscriptions that need to be studied 
and to spreading the consciousness of writings and inscriptions on the level among the non-specialists. Perhaps, 
this is the main reason for considering the Delegation of Antiquities in the High Council for Universities for 
Abgadiyat as a regional journal.

This issue, specifically, is considered one of the most important issues why Abgadiyat is published, and we are 
greatly pleased — as a team working on the revision of the Journal — when a number of researchers competing 
in publishing their research within issues in the Journal; where the team revising the Journal came across a 
number of research from different countries and from all universities. As a result, we helped in upgrading the 
scientific level of Abgadiyat.

Also among the fundamentals that Abgadiyat emphasizes is the support of young researchers to publish 
their research in the Journal. It is known to all that one of the goals of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina is to 
encourage and support young researchers in all research and practical fields. Thus, the Journal has received 
research investigations from a number of young researchers, who are hoped to meet the criteria, after the 
Council of Practical Specialized Ruling has approved their research and recommend their research with the 
ability, quality and readiness for publishing. 

Following the research of the Journal, he finds a great diversity in the research topics that the Journal 
displays. Despite everything, it carries one goal, the interest in inscriptions and writings; displayed is research 
dealing with different perspectives. These perspectives include research from the linguistic, historical, and artistic 
perspectives; leading to a balance to all the axes of practical research. 

The sixth issue of Abgadiyat overflows with a group of valuable research concerning inscription of the 
ancient Egyptian language; whether they were found in the Sarabeet al-Khadem, Wadi al-Hammamat or Wadi 
al-Jawasis areas, or those that date to the second era of transition, or concern administrative nicknames in 
ancient Egypt, or what some papyri dealt with in writing about the afterlife according to Ancient Egypt, or the 
efforts of some researchers in the field of the ancient Egyptian language, such as Professor Ahmed Kamal Pasha 
and his linguistic dictionary concerning the writings from the Coptic age that were dealt with from the artistic 
perspective stating the shape of icons, from the historical perspective stating the first Copts who wrote in Arabic, 
and concerning the writings in the Islamic age which dealt with the writings on homes in Damascus during the 
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Ottoman Era, and inscriptions on rare Islamic coins and writing compositions, such as the royal monogram in 
the Modern Age, and inscriptions on some mosques. 

From here, we can state that this issue might grant the opportunity for young researchers to publish their 
research, and present a serious, practical study to continue the path the Center of Writings and Scripts had 
begun nine years ago. 

        Ahmed Mansour 
       Deputy Director of  Calligraphy Center
        Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Introduction
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Control of the Military Commanders on the Administrative 
Title  imy-r kAwt 

‘The Overseer of Works’ during Ramesses II Era

�سيطرة القادة الع�سكريين على اللقب الإدارى "الم�سرف على الأ�سغال" فى عهد الملك رم�سي�س الثانى
Mohamed Raafat Abbas

ملخ�ص:
بوجود  الميلاد(  قبل   1087 –  1308( والع�شرين  ع�شرة  التا�شعة  الأ�شرتين  ع�شر  ي�شمل  الذي  الرعام�شة  ع�شر  ات�شم 
ا من نواحي الدولة في م�شر القديمة، األ وهي تواجد وتغلغل القادة الع�شكريين في عديدٍ  ظاهرة ح�شارية �شملت جانبًا هامًّ
من منا�شب الدولة الإدارية المختلفة. ومما ل �شك فيه اأن وجود هذه الظاهرة يعود اإلى طبيعة المرحلة التاريخية التي كانت 
الحياة  اأ�شبحت  الرعام�شة،  اأيام  التي خا�شتها م�شر على  الطويلة  فنتيجة للحروب  اآنذاك،  القديمة  الدولة في م�شر  بها  تمر 
الم�شرية تن�شح بالروح الع�شكرية، حتى اأخذت م�شر مظهر الدولة الع�شكرية. هذا ف�شلًا عن اأن الملوك الرعام�شة الذين كانوا 
العلماء  الع�شكرية، مما جعل كثيرًا من  الن�شاأة  نف�شيًّا بهذه  بال�شرورة  المقاتلين قد كانوا متاأثرين  ال�شباط  اأُ�شَرِ  ينحدرون من 
والباحثين يرون اأن ع�شر الرعام�شة – على وجه الخ�شو�ص – قد اأ�شبح باأكمله م�شبوغًا بالطابع الع�شكري العميق في كافة 

�شئونه بوجه عام، وفي اإدارة الدولة ب�شكل خا�ص.  

ولقد كانت اإدارة الأ�شغال واحدة من اأهم الإدارات في م�شر القديمة على وجه الإطلاق؛ حيث تحملت هذه الإدارة 
عبء اإن�شاء المعابد المختلفة، ومقابر الملوك، وبع�ص مقابـر كبـار الموظفيـن، وكذلك مـا يتعلق بالأعمـال العامـة المطلوبة 
الترع، واإن�شاء القلاع، والح�شون، والإدارات الحكومية المختلفة، ومن ثم فقد عمل الوزراء  ال�شـدود، وحفـر  بنـاء  مثـل 
 imy-r kAwt  ’وكبار موظفي الدولة على ال�شيطرة على اللقب والمن�شب الإداري الهام ‘الم�شرف على الأ�شغال
منذ ع�شر الدولـة القديمة وحتى ع�شر الدولة الحديثـة. وخـلال ع�شر الدولة الحديثة نجح القادة الع�شكريون في الو�شول اإلى 
هذا المن�شب الإداري الهام، بعد نجاحهم في الو�شول اإلى العديد من المنا�شب الإدارية الهامة الأخرى في الدولة، وقد ناق�ص 
 imy-r kAwt  ’هذا البحث �شيطرة القادة الع�شكريين على اللقب والمن�شب الإداري الهام ‘الم�شرف على الأ�شغال
خلال ع�شر الملك رم�شي�ص الثاني )1290 – 1224 قبل الميلاد(، ثالث ملوك الأ�شرة التا�شعة ع�شرة، و�شاحب اأطول فترة 
حكم خلال ع�شر الرعام�شة. ومن ثم فقد تناول البحث اأهمية وتاريـخ اللقب الإداري ‘الم�شرف على الأ�شغال’  
imy-r kAwt، ثم  الأ�شغال’   ‘الم�شرف على  الإداري  الع�شكريين واللقب  القادة  بين  imy-r kAwt، والعلاقة 

ا�شتعـر�ص الباحـث القادة الع�شكريين الذيـن تقلَّــدوا هذا المن�شب واللقب الإداري الهام خلال ع�شر الملك رم�شي�ص الثاني، 
لة على اآثارهم، ومن خلال الن�شو�ص والوثائق المختلفة لتلك الحقبة التاريخية.  وذلك من خلال الألقاب والن�شو�ص المُ�شجَّ

القادة  مه  قدَّ الذي  الهام  والحيوي  التاريخي  الدور  من  هامٍّ  جانبٍ  على  ال�شوء  يلقي  البحث  هذا  اأن  فيه  �شك  ل  ومما 
الع�شكريون في اإدارة الدولة خلال ع�شر الرعام�شة بوجه عام، وخلال ع�شر الملك رم�شي�ص الثاني بوجه خا�ص. 
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The Importance of the Administrative Title 
 imy-r kAwt ‘the Overseer of Works’ 

and its history 

 Word  kAt was used in the Ancient 
Egyptian language to refer to works and to 
the activities connected with agriculture, 
building, handicrafts and manufacture.1 
The administrative title  imy-r kAwt  
‘the Overseer of Works’ appeared for the first time in 
the Ancient Egyptian texts in the time of the Third 
Dynasty.2 This title was considered one of the most 
important administrative titles in Ancient Egypt 
since the time of the Old Kingdom, where it had a 
close relationship with the affairs of the king.3 The 
holder of this title was supervisor on building and 
constructing of different temples of gods and kings, 
tombs of kings, tombs of high officials and numerous 
building projects of the State.4   

From the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty, this title 
was controlled by the viziers and princes,5 then the title 
became controlled by the viziers more than any officials 
in the State during the time of the Fifth Dynasty.6 The 
controlling of the viziers on the title remained until the 
time of the New Kingdom.7 Also, this title held by the 
high officials of the State in the times of Old Kingdom, 
Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom.8  

 The Relationship between the Military
Commanders and the Administrative Title

 imy-r kAwt ‘the Overseer of Works’
During the time of the New Kingdom, the Military 

Commanders held this important administrative title, 
according to the development of their power in the 
Egyptian society following the great victories of the 
Egyptian Army in Asia, and the establishment of the 
Egyptian Empire, they replaced the civil officials who 
used to control this title.9 It seems that the controlling 
of the Military Commanders on this title during the 

Introduction
The Ramesside Period (Nineteenth and 

Twentieth Dynasties) was characterized by an 
important historical phenomenon in the field of 
administration in Ancient Egypt, which is the 
control of the Military Commanders on a large 
amount of administrative titles and positions in 
the State. Most of Egyptologists thought that this 
historical phenomenon was related to the nature of 
the historical period that existed in Egypt during 
that time, where the Ramesside Period characterized 
by the military activities in the different fields of 
life in Ancient Egypt, as an outcome to the great 
number of wars by the Egyptians during that period. 
Therefore, the administration of the State in the 
Ramesside Period affected by the militarization of 
the Egyptian society, and the Military Commanders 
succeed in controlling many administrative titles 
and positions, according to their importance in the 
Egyptian society during that time.   

This article discusses the control of the Military 
Commanders on one of the most important 
administrative titles in Ancient Egypt, which is

 imy-r kAwt ‘the Overseer of Works’, in the 
time of King Ramesses II (1290-1224 BCE). The 
importance of this title related to the supervision 
of its owner on building and construction of 
different temples of gods and kings, tombs of 
kings, tombs of high officials and numerous 
building projects of the State. Hence, the viziers 
and high officials of the State were proud to carry 
this important administrative title since the time 
of the Old Kingdom until the time of the New 
Kingdom, according to its importance. However, 
the discussion of this article will highlight the 
important historical role performed by the Military 
Commanders in the administration of the State in 
the Ramesside Period.



Mohamed	Raafat	Abbas
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reign of King Ramesses II was logically according to 
the following reasons:

(a)  The organizer workmen who are essential for 
the works of building and constructing existed 
in the Egyptian Army at that time. Hence, it 
must be under the supervision of the Military 
Commanders.

(b)  The Egyptian Army had a great number of captives, 
who worked in building and constructing.

(c)  The Military Commanders gained excellent 
scientific experiences at constructing, controlling 
and engineering during that period.10

Many scholars believe that the Military 
Commanders who held the administrative title 
imy-r kAwt  ‘The Overseer of Works’ where chosen 
during the Ramesside Period from the Commanders 
who carried the military rank  

wr mDAyw ‘Chief of Medjayu (Police)’,11 in order to 
control the workmen and captives who worked in 
building, construction and mining.12 It is important 
to mention that the duties of Medjayu (Police) troops 
were concerned with protecting the cemeteries and the 
royal tombs in Thebes, beside guarding the borders. 
Also, they served in protecting the Egyptian deserts, 
and shared in the expeditions of mining; this existed 
during the Reign of Ramesses IV, where it mentioned 
that fifty men of Medjayu troops shared in the mining 
expedition at Wadi Hammamat under the supervision 
of Ramesses-Nakht.13 Therefore, I think that the 
practical experience gained by the Chiefs of Medjau 
(Police) from their work in the deserts and the regions 
of borders, specially the Eastern Desert and Nubia 
(the principal regions of mines and sockets in Ancient 
Egypt), and from their working in the protection 
of cemeteries and royal tombs in Western Thebes, 
was the main reason that gave them the ability to 
control this kind of working, which is required in the 
administrative and organizational ability.   

The Military Commanders who held the 
Administrative Title  imy-r kAwt 

‘the Overseer of Works’ during the Reign of 
Ramesses II 

1.  Amen-em-ent, Chief of Medjau (Police) and 
Troop-Commander

The military commander Amen-em-ent 
 Imn-m-int considered as 

one of the most important Military Commanders 
in the time of King Ramesses II, where he held 
various important military ranks and titles, which 
were registered on a lot of his monuments found 
in Thebes, now in many international museums.14 
(Fig. 1)

(Fig.1) Statue of Chief of Police, Troop-Commander and 
Overseer of Works in the Ramesseum Temple, Amen-em-ent 
(Luxor Museum, no 227) J. Lipinska, ‘List of the Objects found 
at Deir El-Bahari Temple of Thutmosis III, Season 1961/1962’, 
ASAE 59 (1966), 67, pl. I.
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He held the important administrative title 
 imy-r kAwt m mnw nbw n 

Hm.f  ‘Overseer of Works in all the monuments of 
his Majesty’; this title registered on a monument of 
his family in the Naples Museum (no. 1069),15 and 
on a Doorjamb found at Medinet Habu.16 This title 
registered,  in a different form on one of his statues 
found at the Temple of Hathor in Deir El-Bahari, 
now in Luxor Museum (no. 227),17 as the following 

 imy-r kAwt m mnw.f nb ‘Overseer 
of Works in all of his monuments’. Additionally, 
Amen-em-ent registered this administrative title, in 
a different form, on a Doorjamb found at Medinet 
Habu, this form cleared his administrative specialty 
as overseer of works in the Ramesseum Temple (the 
mortuary temple of King Ramesses II).18 This form 
is as follows   
imy-r kAwt m Hwt ( wsr-mAat-ra stp-n-ra ) m pr Imn 

‘Overseer of Works in the Temple of Weser-Maet-
Re, Setep-en-Re (Ramesses II) in the Temple of 
Amun (Ramesseum Temple)’.

 Amen-em-ent held some important military 
ranks and titles as mentioned previously; they 
were as follows

(a)   wr n mDAyw ‘Chief of Medjayu 
(Police)’, this title is considered the principal 
military title for him, it appeared on a lot of 
his monuments, such as the monument of his 
family in Naples Museum (no. 1069),19 his 
votive vessel found at Deir El-Bahari,20 his 
Doorjamb found in Medinet Habu,21 and 
fragments of Red Sandstone Sarcophagus 
found in West Thebes, now in Cairo Museum 
(JdE 38338).22 

(b)   Hry pDt n mSa ‘Troop-Commander of 
the Army’, most of the Egyptologists think 
that title gives this meaning,23 but some 
of them think that it may mean ‘Head of 

Bowmen’.24 However, this title registered 
on the monument of his family in Naples 
Museum (no. 1069),25 and on his statue 
found at Hathor Temple in Deir El-Bahari, 
now in Luxor Museum (no. 227).26 

(c)  waw n pA mSa ‘Officer of the 
Army’, the owner of this military title was a 
soldier, officer or infantry man,27 this title is 
registered on a Doorjamb found at Medinet 
Habu.28

(d)  kDn n Hm.f ‘Chariotry 
of His Majesty’, this important military title 
registered on the monument of his family in 
Naples Museum (no. 1069).29

Additionally, Chief of Police and Troop-
Commander Amen-em-ent mentioned in a part of 
the texts of Papyrus Leyden 348; this part cleared his 
administrative role as overseer of works in one of King 
Ramesses II temples;30 this part came as the following

 

sDm .i  pA  hAb  n  iri  n  pAy .i  nb  r  Dd  im  spdw  sSr  

n  nA  rmT  mSa   Hna  nA   aprw  nty  Hr  itH  inr  r  tA  

bxnt  aA  n  ………… ( ra-ms-sw-mry-imn )  anx  wDA  snb  

mry  mAat  r  xt  wr  n  mDAy  Imn-m-int

Translation: ‘I have received the letter which my 
Lord sent to (me) saying: ‘Give corn-rations to the 
soldiers and the aApiru who are dragging stone to the 
great pylon of ………. Ramessu-mery-Amun (lph) 
Beloved–of–Maet,31 which is under the authority of 
the Chief of Medjayu (police) Amen-em-ent’’.
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2. Maaya, Troop-Commander

Maaya  may was the overseer of 
works in many buildings of King Ramesses II, his 
administrative and military titles registered on his 
Stela (Fig. 2), in Cairo Museum (no. 14.10.69.1),32 

as follows:

(a) 

imy-r kAwt Hry pDt m mnw nb n Hm.f 

m pr-Ra ‘Overseer of Works and Troop-
Commander in all the monuments of His 
Majesty in the Estates of Re’.33 The estates of 
Re mentioned in this title are the estates of this 
god found at his cult center in Heliopolis.34

(b) 

imy-r kAwt Hry pDt m Ax ( ra-ms-sw-

mry-imn ) m Hwt-sr ‘Overseer of  Works 
and Troop-Commander in the ‘Splendor 
of Ramessu-mery-Amun’ in the mansion 
of the prince’.35 Splendor of Ramessu-
mery-Amun is a Temple of Ramesses II, in 
Heliopolis,36 but the mansion of the Prince 
is the principal sanctuary for the god of Sun 
in Heliopolis.37 

(c) 

imy-r kAwt Hry pDt m Gm (ra-ms-sw-

mry-imn ) st m pr-Ra  ‘Overseer of  Works 
and Troop-Commander in (the mansion 
called) ‘Ramessu-mery-Amun found a place’ 
in the Estates of Re’.38 This mansion is an 
establishment founded by King Ramesses II 
in the estates of Re at Heliopolis.39

(d) 

imy-r kAwt m pA sbAty aA n (ra-ms-sw-

mry-imn) m pr-Ra ‘Overseer of  Works in  the 
Great Wall of Ramessu-mery-Amun in the 
Estates of Re’.40 

(e)   

imy-r kAwt m Hwt-nTr Ht-Hr n (ra-ms-

sw-mry-imn) nbt S dSr  ‘Overseer of  Works  
in the Temple of Hathor of Ramessu-mery-
Amun, mistress of the red pool’.41

(f )

imy-r kAwt m tA Hwt nt rnpwt n (ra-ms-

sw-mry-imn) m pr-Ra ‘Overseer of  Works 
in the mortuary Temple of Ramessu-mery-
Amun in the Estates of Re’.42

(g)

imy-r kAwt m mnw nb m pr ( ra-ms-sw-

mry-imn ) aA nxtw ‘Overseer of  Works in all 

Fig.2. Stela of Overseer of Works and Troop-Commander, 
Maaya (Cairo Museum, no. 14.10.69.1) G.A. Gaballa, ‘Some 
Nineteenth Dynasty Monuments in Cairo Museum’, BIFAO 71 
(1972), pl. XXIII.
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the monuments of the House of Ramessu-
mery-Amun, Great of Victories’.43 It is known 
that the House of Ramessu-mery-Amun is the 
famous capital founded by King Ramesses II 
in the Eastern Delta.44

(h)

imy-r kAt m mnw nb n nsw m pr-PtH 
‘Overseer of Works in all the monuments of 
the King in the Temple of Ptah’.45

Additionally, there is another Stela for the Troop-
Commander Maaya in The Louvre Museum. He 
registered on it some of his previous administrative 
titles.46 Alsoو he registered the following title, in a 
Graffiti found at Sehel in Aswan:

Hry pDt imy-r kAwt m pr-Ra m pr-Imn m pr-

PtH ‘Troop-Commander and Overseer of Works 
in the Temple of Re, the temple of Amun and the 
Temple of Ptah’.47

3. Hatiay, Troop-Commander of Bowmen

Hatiay  HAtiAy was one of 
the Military Commanders during King 
Ramesses II. He registered his military and 
administrative titles on his limestone Stela 
found in Qurna.48 He held the administrative 
title  imy-r kAt m st mAa 
‘Overseer of Works in the place of Truth 
(cemetery)’. This form  imy-r kAt was 
found in the titles of many officials, who held 
this title in the New Kingdom,49 H.W. Helck 
notes that there is no difference between this 
form of the same title, but they have the same 
administrative functions.50 About the military 
title of Hatiay, he held the important military 
title  pDty n mSa  imy-r 

mSa kni ‘Troop-Commander of the army, the 
brave General’. 

4.  Penre, Chief of Medjau (Police) and Troop-
Commander

The important military titles held by 
Penre  pn-ra showed that he was one 
of the important Military Commanders in 
the time of King Ramesses II. Additionally, he 
held a very important administrative title, the 
overseer of works in the Ramesseum Temple 
(the mortuary Temple of King Ramesses II). 
He registered his administrative and military 
titles on a lot of his monuments found in 
various places, now in many international 
museums.51  

The administrative titles which stated his 
function as overseer of works in the Ramesseum 
Temple are as follows:

(a) 

imy-r kAt m Hwt (wsr-mAat-ra stp-n-ra) 
‘Overseer of Works in the Temple of  Weser-
maet-Re, Setep-en-Re (Ramesses II)’. This 
title registered in this form on his Stela in 
the Oriental Institute of the University of 
Chicago (no. 10494).52 (Fig. 3)

(b) 

imy-r kAwt m tA Hwt (wsr-mAat-ra stp-

n-ra) ‘Overseer of Works in the Temple 
of  Weser-maet-Re, Setep-en-Re (Ramesses 
II)’, this title registered in this form on his 
fragmentary statue in Cairo Museum (CGC 
1146),53 and on his limestone statue found in 
West Thebes.54

(c)

imy-r kAwt m tA Hwt (wsr-mAat-ra stp-n-ra) 

m pr-Imn ‘Overseer of Works in the Temple 
of Weser-maet-Re, Setep-en-Re (Ramesses II) 
in the Temple of Amun (Ramesseum temple)’, 
this title registered in this form on his Stela 
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found in Coptos, now in Ashmolean Museum 
(no. 1894.106).55 (Fig. 4)

The military ranks and titles of Penre are as 
follows

(a)  Hry pDt ‘Troop-Commander’, this title 
registered on his Stela in the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago (no. 10494).56 

(b) `  kDn tpy n Hm.f  ‘First 
Charioteer of his Majesty’, this important 
military title registered on his Stela in the 
Oriental Institute of the University of 
Chicago (no. 10494),57 and on his Stela found 
in Coptos, now in Ashmolean Museum (no. 
1894.106).58

(c)  wr mDAyw ‘Chief of 
Medjayu (Police)’, this title registered on his 
Stela in the Oriental Institute of the University 
of Chicago (no. 10494),59 his limestone statue 
found in West Thebes,60 and his Stela found 
in Coptos, now in Ashmolean Museum (no. 
1894.106).61

(d)  imy-r xAswt ‘Overseer of the desert’, this 
title registered on his Stela in the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago (no. 10494).62

5.  Neb-nakht, Overseer of the Fortress and 
Troop-Commander

The name of the Military Commander 
Neb-nakht  nb-nxt found 
in graffiti at Sehel in Aswan. Also, his 
administrative and military titles registered 
there, he held the administrative title  
imy-r kAt, beside the military titles  
imy-r xtm ‘Overseer of the Fortress’ and 

 Hry pDt ‘Troop-Commander’.63

(Fig.3) Stela of Chief of Police, Troop-Commander and Overseer 
of Works in the Ramesseum Temple, Penre (the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago, no. 10494) C.F. Nims, ‘A Stele of 
Penre, Builder of the Ramesseum’, MDAIK 14 (1956), pl. IX.

(Fig.4) Stela of Chief of Police, Troop-Commander and Overseer 
of Works in the Ramesseum Temple, Penre (Ashmolean 
Museum, no. 1894.106) S. Gohary, ‘The Remarkable Career of a 
Police Officer’, ASAE 71 (1987), Fig. 1.
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