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Weighing Mughal Emperors and Princes in Light of the Indian Mughal
Painting and Orientalists Drawings
Ahmad al-Shoky
Assistant Prof. of Islamic Archaeology- Faculty of Art- Ain Shams University-
Egypt
Ahmad.alshoky@art.asu.edu.eg
Abstruct: The Mughal Indian paintings were included many important subjects which
reflected many of the artistic and historical features of Indian society during this period.
We have a number of paintings that reflect the emperors and princes of the Mughal
weighing themselves with gold, silver, precious stones and others objects. We could
know The importance of this ceremony because it was also drawing by a number of
orientalists, it's become a ritual of weight and associated with the ceremony of the
customs that the performance of the emperors and princes of the Mughal continuously
since the reign of Emperor Akbar till Emperor Aurangzeb, I will try to root this
ceremony and explain the reasons for its performance, identify the most important
ceremonies, times of implementation, identification of the different actors and roles, and
try to indicate if there were any similarities or differences in artistic or civilization in
portraying the weight of the Mughal emperors Indian photographers and between the
drawings of orientalists, all this through the study and analysis of each of the
illustrations and drawings in addition to the analysis of historical sources.
Keywords: Islamic Painting, Mughal painting, India, Mughal Emperor, weighing

Mughal Emperor, Tuladan.
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* Coomaraswamy, (A.K), Catalogue of the Indian Collections in the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston, Part VI, Mughl Painting, (Cambridge,1930); Archer, (W.G), Indian Miniatures,
(London: 1960); Welch, (S.C), The Art of Mughal Indian Painting and Precious Objects,(New
York, 1963); Beach, (M.C), The Grand Mogul, Imperial Painting in India, 1600 — 1660 (U.S.
A, 1978); Leach, (L.Y), Mughal and Other Indian Paintings from the Chaster Beaty Librarary,
Vol. 1, (London: 1995).
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Verma, (S.P)., Mughal Painters and Their Work: A Biographical Survey and Comperhensive Catalogue,
(Oxford University press, 1994), 305-307; Seyller,(J).,"Painter's Directions in Early Indian Painting",
Artibus Asiae, Vol. 59, No. 3/4 (2000): 313.
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Verma, (S.P)., Mughal Painters and their Work, 250-256; Britschgi (J) and Guy (J)., Wonder of the Age:

Master Painter of India, 110-1900 (USA: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2011),16-19.
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! Randhawa, (M.S) and Kenneth,(G.J)., Indian Painting, The Scenes Themes and Legends, (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin,1968) P1.6; Beach, (M.C.) and Koch (E), King of the World, the Padshahnama an
Imperial Mughal Manuscript from the Royal Library, Windsor Castle, (London:1997), pl.12, 39-44.
L a3 ¢y Ll 5 De a3 lenals sl bl Apusadl) A3yl (uSat Al b2a of Uad Wilma €3
Cun lpmplin 583 3 GBS Clgaall Lesla LS a1 TY8 Ll YT /) o FA S golea ¥ gl Gwalior sliss puad b
£kl Jaaldill e apjal a8 XV LY Ll €3
Wilma (K)., "Windsor Castle "BADSHAH NAMA" and It's Place in the Development of Historical

Painting during the Reign of Shah Jahan1628-1658", (Ph.D, The University of lowa, 1982), pl. XIII, 190-
191.

3 https://www.rct.uk/collection/1005025-n/the-weighing-of-shah-jahan-on-his-42nd-lunar-
birthday-23-october-1632 (Accessed 8-7-2019).
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Afzal Khan, (M)., "Position of I'timad Ud-Daula's Family During the reign of Shah Jahan", Proceedings
of the Indian History Congress, Vol. 39, Vol.I, (1978) 437-457; Findly,(E.B)., Nur Jahan Empress of
Mughal India (London: Oxford University press, 1993), 263-272.

*Wilma, "Windsor Castle BADSHAH NAMA",190-191.

® https://www.rct.uk/collection/1005025-n/the-weighing-of-shah-jahan-on-his-42nd-lunar-
birthday-23-october-1632 (Accessed 8-7-2019)
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Iftikhar, (R)., "Cultural Contribution of Mughal Ladies", South Asian Studies A Research Journal of
South Asian Studies Vol. 25, No. 2, July-December (2010): 329.

Shitps://www.rct.uk/collection/1005025-n/the-weighing-of-shah-jahan-on-his-42nd-lunar-
birthday-23-october-1632 (Accessed 8-7-2019)
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! http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O405318/the-mughal-emperor-and-his-album-page-

unknown/ (Accessed 7-9-2019)
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Archer Mildred, Company Paintings Indian Paintings of the British period Victoria and Albert Museum

Indian Series (London: Victoria and Albert Museum, Maplin Publishing, 1992); Chanchal Dadlani,

"Transporting India: The Gentil Album and Mughal Manuscript Culture", Art History, Vol. 38, N.4,
September (2015), 748-76.



Ol pinall iy aganyg il Ldghall Lusall pgleai s B Jgiall £l 81 0139

ad aaliy 3 sl Hhlaal aal saaline LuSed sysaaill Ladie cpay o Lal s labaaY) Jolie 8
o 25 coualindly o8l (e 4y ot Lay Gliaall aaidi Gsash pas L dlay (e 22e
Y claal sda of e AV Ly o lyiill oV a G Blay jlacly o 3 asiill e Hsadll
gl adinall Cailshay o Wil (g 1] s

(Jsaal) e yaly Bl ey JLaaal) Joalitl Acaly Sha o 2a% g g oaill 30 (L8 dale diaays
sl alie apead Jafs il e wil) Jag ot dxgda Y ISV A s ally oy L3 Ly
S8Ale o S dlle oLd 2ana cpall Pla il (o jsdabuaY) aSa 558 Gl (saiel) aingl
@ AT s 3 = VT s S AV YY Y Glaa M IVE Jl ay e il 8 aSa g3 L)
el i) A8, 30 o el 4S5 5 Sl sl L sl el b gladd) ol g V) 13 s 2 ey
Byysail) yualics Glaaaill sy e cula ) ALEY1 8 Uls olId gayg ¢ Adislly el
Dals damaldll (e Ala dhalaas pysloail) caad ¢ 8aslls bl amldall )sadll slaial are s
L S L
Crpdinal) ary clagt B Jgial 5 )aly ST 0135 sy —@

'o33e g (b (odd skl 05 2(V Aagl)

Liszt Collection : aéll

C20160208 1551 ref :Ladall o8
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"https://www.fotolibra.com/gallery/1355421/king-of-delhi-weighed-on-his-birthday-in-scales-india-jan-
luyken-charles-angot-

1689/?search_hash=2b316507900535f6bbfda65326e31ce9&search offset=0&search limit=100&search s
ort_by= (Accessed 8-7-2019)

https://www.magnoliabox.com/products/king-of-delhi-weighed-on-his-birthday-1c20160208-1551
(Accessed 8-7-2019).
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Barnes, (H.D)., The Butcher, the Baker, the Candlestick Maker: Jan Luyken's Mirrors of 17th-century

Dutch Daily Life, (Hempstead, Emily Lowe Gallery, 17 September - 31 October 1995, Hofstra Museum,
1995), 2-15.
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Ceremony of Weighing the Great Mogul

"http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00routesdata/1700_1799/latermughals/drawings/drawings.
html (Accessed 8-7-2019).

*https://www.gettyimages.in/detail/news-photo/ceremony-of-weighing-the-great-moghul-on-
his-birthday-19th-news-photo/526932308?adppopup=true (Accessed 8-7-2019).
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Library,(W)., A Checklist of Painters, C1200-1994 Represented in the Witt Library (London: Courtauld
Institute of Art, 1995),430.
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! https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100281738

* William Butler, The Land of the Veda, (New York: 1895), 123.
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"' William, The Land of the Veda, 122.
> William, The Land of the Veda, 11.

’ Schmiedchen, (A)., The Ceremony of Tulapurusa: The Puranic Concept and the Epigraphical
Evidence, Article from Book Script and Image: Papers on Art and Epigraphy, Edited by Gail. (A,J) and
Others., (Delhi,: 2006),165.

* Schmiedchen, The Ceremony of Tuldpurusa, 165.

> Calabria, (M)., Mughal Munificence: Care and Concern for the Poor in Islamic Hindustan from
Tuladan to the Taj, article from Book: Poverty and Wealth in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, ed.,
Kollar, (N.R) and Shafig, (M), (New York: 2016), 33.
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* Minissale,(G).,Image of Thought: Visuality in Islamic India 1550-1750 (Cambridge Scholars publishing,
2009), 156.
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Sam Mirza., The Tuhfa I Sami (Section V) of Sam Mirza Safawi. Edited in the original Persian, with an

index, Persian and English prefaces, variants and notes, by Mawlawi Igbal Husain (India: Patna
University, 1934).

* Minissale, Image of Thought: Visuality in Islamic India, 156.
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* Beach, (M.C.) and Koch (E), King of The World: the Padshahnama — an Imperial Mughal Manuscript
from the Royal Library, Windsor Castle, (London, 1997), 39.

? Lefévre., (C).,"Recovering a Missing Voice from Mughal India: The Imperial Discourse of Jahangir
(r.1605-1627) in His Memoirs", Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, Vol. 50, No. 4
(2007), 471.

4 Jahangirnama, 139; Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 36.

> Michael and Dina, (P)., 4 Teardrop on the Cheek of Time: The Story of the Taj Mahal, Random House
e-Books, Version 1.0, 2010, Chapter7.

% Jahangirnama, Memoirs of Jahangir, Emperor of India, Translated, Edited Tbackston, (W.M)., (New
York, 1999), 139.

i) VLAY 5 A )l ) @l 8 Lay gl sl o SLEN 5o Uil o (530 i Sl o) ) 505 Purana
Oe el el J8 (g5 sae ) Leda U asm adala €00 v v o ST e (550 ) A L€ e il Adliaall o slall 5 (53l 5
(Accessed 6/6/2019). https://www.wisdomlib.org/purana : il Jualill

¥ Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tulapurusa, 150.
® Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tuldpurusa, 145-146.
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! “Gifts and Gift Giving,” Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism (Leiden: Brill,2010), 749; Calabria, Mughal
Munificence, 36.
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Wolpert, (S)., Encyclopedia of India, Vol.3, (U.S.A: 2006), 38-42.
;&\ﬂlﬁ Yo Jadll Lg Purana «Uus Lg Joadills Ll 528 elaws Gy v

(1) Tulapurusadana, (2) Hiranyagarbha dana, (3) Brahmanda dana, (4) Kalpakavrksadana, (5)
Gosahasradana, (6) Hiranyakamadhenudana, (7) Hiranyasva dana, (8) Hiranyasvaratha dana, (9)
Hemahastiratha dana, (10) Paicalangalakadana (11) Dharadana, (12) Vi$vacakradana (13) Kalpalata
dana, (14) Saptasagaraka dana, (15) Ratnadhenu dana, (16) Mahaptitaghata dana.

https://www.wisdomlib.org/definition/mahadana (Accessed 6/6/2019).: i) Jralédll (1 4 3al
* http://www.hindupedia.com/en/Tul%C4%81puru%E1%B9%A3a ( Accessed 6/6/2019).
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Gdai e gV VY e a0 g 8l G Lad V) aliaall G La 83 G333l 3l &l ol g a0 A YCY i 8l c Laid abiadll (1
SIS e s S0 a5 ol slall (e i e ga (15 ) Yo Y/AV-T i ll JDUA 5L 30 o3 il g (xigh) b qsl 5 ) jaa
OV a1 SIS b o slall agle (3lkay Lo (a0 <oyl 8 gl) I3 Mg ) T/ ) v oA in g a) £/08A 05l e syl JDIA
Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tulapurusa, 149. ;b Jualdil) (e 2y 34l

Heim (M)., Theories of the Gift in South Asia: Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain Reflections on Dana, (New
York: Routledge, 2004), xvi; Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 36.
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* Minissale., Image of Thought: Visuality in Islamic India, 156.
> Michael and Dina, (P)., 4 Teardrop on the Cheek of Time, Chapter7.
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" Jahangirnama, Memoirs of Jahangir, Emperor of India, 197-198.

* Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 36.

> Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tulapurusa, 161.

® Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tuldpurusa, 158-159.

7 Wilma., "Windsor Castle BADSHAH NAMA", 190-191.
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' Calabria, Mughal Munificence, 34.

* Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 34.
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* Tazuk-i-JahangirT, Vol.1, 160, 172, 184; Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 34.

> Jahangirnama, Memoirs of Jahangir, Emperor of India, 86-87
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® Jahangirnama, Memoirs of Jahangir, Emperor of India, 85.
sl A (e B $leall’ cmmim b 3pann £ 510 Byt Al bl 8 ulyadl IS o Jalil) 0 35
AYE—E0) (VAA) s case 3palal daala (YY) DS ¢ g padl £yl dadluy)

AR



Ol pinall iy aganyg il Ldghall Lusall pgleai s B Jgiall £l 81 0139

I 8alen HshabuaY) il (e agdy LS ¢ 350 aal Gl Ul laysay aat appall ciled il
Y7 00| I EQUVAPPN R (P DS SRTPR A [ A 1S PSR W WP IR BT IS P A UL S
LY Jsa Vs Apasadll (1o g sis aiah CulS Gleldl o3 (Y capal) Gleli i e duhall gage
eale

ST IRt W

ae NS 4y Bl s e LAY lslall e daih iy o o uilall s o dpsaigh aladll (e aghy
o a8 a5 LS LS celyysdls salally (A Slall A Blal) oyl e yAT daey Jo e )yadls clSL) (s
Joalela

shbaedl) Al diay 2 OIS 35l O Aol gaamge ol pganlly Jpsbiaill e g of LiSays
saals sygaal V) Uliai ol ety o(A=Y=1=£ =71 sl jolalnadll Lie uad anad Cua ¢ sl
(Oleaall) ahss saly i ,Eilea Jid I (Yassll) g el asl o3

pre b gl il e V)l Jsaall 5l o 0S5l $a bl by e agaall Wiy 2
s ST yshbael of e sl LSl A4S 8 deadl) sl o0yl Lo Glld 2S5 cdad gl e i)l bl
@shaluaY) i) eyl S L sl HS0 i alal) 8 5ya salialy slalua¥) elid (phen (alall Cayal)
by omle ans ans5ye I3 (e 18S i o pnadl) alall 3 Baaly Bye (583 43D slialy agilidy
Dl Y Gy oLl Apld ol A Jilie 8 agdys Ay adase iy ledic cale JS Ladh aals ;5 Julia
e syde BB 380 Gy

Cuag o5 LS 7S oan oS (e T alall 6 ad Ay Jf il (pleaald) ahsd ) o 13 S5
old) o Bae g (A Liape O Lesie culS ) filen Gl (B (Olenall) ahsd el oy
A Al gl & Y i Uleay o) Laty o Yaag) B350 o3 i Jadlly St Lilns 3y * e
VI gy pSms 20l Aae B ATV A/8) YA e (ppdally el el oM agy b cwlS A
Ml LYY G A 5&alen shabual) Al T (len’ 82aY) iy IS i

! Michael and Dina., A Teardrop on the Cheek of Time, Chapter 7.

? Tiizuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol.1,.77—78; Calabria, Mughal Munificence, 36.

3 Schmiedchen., The Ceremony of Tulapurusa, 153.

* Akbarnama, Vol. 3, 581; Calabria., Mughal Munificence, 34.
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