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Preface

The Arabic poet in Al-Jahiliyyah, ignorance, period
could intuitively master his mother tongue the same as he
simply used to deal with his food, drink, and all of his needs and
requirements. Nevertheless, he refined and perfected his
language to express himself, describe his nation, represent his
pleasant and hard times, show his feelings and emotions, list his
nation's merits, record his nation's victories and defeats, depict
his nation's suffering, deprivation, and nostalgia, and portray the
hardships they confronted. To accomplish all this, they used to
employ various and diverse stylistics and modes.

For instance, the very well-known and famous poet
Tarafah Ibn Al-Abd vividly portrayed his pain and suffering in
his poems where he gloomily and sorrowfully mentioned the
loss of his beloved to the extent that his companions obviously
noticed his grief and distress and they tried to relieve and soften
his misery and terrible loss of his beloved and his hopes. What
had been left for him were mere memories. The fierce wind had
blown his dreams away. He had nothing left but illusions and
meaningless shadows. To resist and forget about all these
misfortunes and calamities, he made lots of journeys on his she-
camel, so that he might find some relief or attain his wishes.

He expressed all his miseries and portrayed his ordeal
vividly, intuitively, minutely, and eloquently. He carefully
selected his terminology and skillfully adopted the suitable
structures and styles that best suited his feelings. He,
furthermore, employed a variety of figures of speech and
elegantly utilized the grammatical structures that best reflected
his status. Thus, his feelings were sincerely and vitally depicted
in his poetic lines. The minute details of his life, his personal
traits, his reactions and motives, and his struggle in life are all
clearly depicted and they all then resembled at the end "a fading
tattoo at the back of the hand."
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