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THE GENDER GAP OF SOCIAL CAPITAL IN RURAL AREAS OF
SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Khaled A.A. Laban
Agric. Econ. Dept., Branch Rural Sociol., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This study aimed to identify the level of social capital and its interlocutors
(social networks, trust and solidarity, collective action, information and communication,
empowerment and political action) for both rural male and female sample of the study,
identify the gender gap of the level of social capital and its interlocutor for the rural sample of
the study, determinate the related and affecting factors in the degree of the social capital and
its interlocutors for the rural sample of the study, and the degree of contribution of each of the
factors affecting morally. The study was based on the social survey methodology in Sharkia
Governorate, where three villages were selected. The research sample of the breadwinner was
determined by 10% of the total number of households in each village. The sample size was
278 breadwinner, 145 male breadwinner and 133 female breadwinner. The data was collected
using a questionnaire with personal interview during the period from August until the end of
October 2018. Data had been analyzed by using frequencies and percentages, Arithmetic
average, Alpha Cronbach, Pearson simple correlation coefficient, Step Wise Multiple
Regression, and calculate the gender gap. The study found that the average level of social
capital in the majority of males was 58.6%, while the level of social capital was low in about
half of females by 48.1%, and there was a gender gap in the degree of social capital in favor
of males by 37.36%. There are six variables that have contributed significantly to the
interpretation of the total variation in the degree of social capital, as these variables combined
account for about 83.8% of the total variance in the dependent variable. The relative
contribution rate for each variable can be determined as follows: Social justice 81.3% ,
leadership score 0.8%, family bonding 0.8%, for the sense of belonging 0.6%, the monthly
income of the family 0.2%, age 0.1%, and the impact of all these variables positive except the
age variable was negative.

Key words: Gender gap, social capital, Sharkia Governorate.
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