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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF FARMERS' KNOWLEDGE AND
ATTIUDUS TOWARDS CONTRACT FARMING
IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Heba H. Abd-Elgalil, Hosna M.I, Fouda, Magda A. Abdel Aal and M.I. Elkholy
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This research aimed to identify both of the general characteristics of the
respondents, the sources of information from which farmers obtain their information on
contract farming, the degree of respondents 'knowledge of technical recommendations related
to contract farming and its related factors, the degree of farmers' tendency towards contract
farming and related factors. On extension services: What is offered by the agricultural
extension, identify the knowledge of the farmers and the conditions and requirements of
contract farming: the level of satisfaction with the terms of the contract, and identify the
reasons for the desire and unwillingness of farmers. This research was conducted in Sharkia
Governorate, Egypt from facility Abu Omar and San Hajar and Sahl El-Husseinieh were
selected 50 respondents from each region were used, a number of statistical methods to
analyze and display the results of the study were percentages, arithmetic average and the
coefficient of correlation "Pearson". The most important results of the research were that
(17.3%) of the respondents were exposed to information sources low, (28.0%) were moderate
exposure while (54.7%) were high exposure, and that the most exposed sources. In addition,
20.7% of the respondents are familiar with the guidelines of contract farming, 28.6% are
medium, 50.7% are high, and their knowledge is high. Components of knowledge for contract
farming are ascending according to high knowledge the following recommendations both of
pest and disease incidence rate (48.0%) and recommendations after service operations after
agriculture by (60.7%) and of the process of agriculture (62.7%) and for preparation for
agriculture by (65.3), also results showed a significant correlation relationship among the
degree knowledge of farmers and (agriculture, education, duration of experience in farm
work, monthly income, contractually cultivated area, duration of experience in contract
farming, formal social participation, informal social participation and leadership degree), as it
turned out that (14.0%) of the total respondents are towards contract farming. In addition,
36.7% of the total respondents had a moderate orientation and 47.3% showed a strong
correlation and showed a significant correlation among the degree of the respondents' attitude
towards rural contractual agriculture from pollution and (education and duration of experience
in farm work). Number of family members working in agriculture, monthly income, land area,
contractually cultivated area, duration of experience in contract farming, informal social
participation, leadership degree, knowledge of contract farming recommendations). The results
also showed that (72.0%) of the total farmers surveyed reported few services, while 11.3%
indicated that medium services, while (16.7%) said that extension services provide them with
many services. The services provided by agricultural extension to farmers in contract farming
are to organize seminars to raise awareness of marketing operations and provide information
on recommendations related to contract farming and the provision of machinery and the
provision of pesticides. Therefore, extension workers should work to provide these services at
the required rate and in a timely manner, as it turned out that (54.7%) of the respondents
satisfied with contract was law.

Key words: Knowledge, trends, farmers, contract farming, Sharkia Governorate.
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