AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE

- By
Alia HANAFE
PeCaireMuseinv.S.R.3805 (11) - Provenance Aphrodito
16.4 x 10.4 cm 7 _ " 6th ¢.A.D.

Plate 1IL
This papyrus was described as coming from Aphrodito.

The sheet of the papyrus has lost its top and bottom It is’

folded 3 times. The sheet’'s back is blank.

The hand in which the papyrus is written iS'a_forwafd—'
sloping regular sixth-gentury cursive. It is a hand of a

professional scribe (cf. PCM 67126, PL. I)..

At the bottom, there is the subsdriptioh'of'the deﬁtor
It seems that he was one of those people who are described
as Bpaﬁéwg Yp&wovrsg o 'slow writers' theyrnormally'cbuld :

add a few words of their own (see H.C;Yoﬁtie@ga&émg Yp&mwu't

Between Literacy and Illiteracy, Sctiptiunchlae,, IT, Amester~ -

dam, (1973, pp. 629-651). The debtor began his'éubscfiptibh.

with the monogram #Fﬂ . Also he put dots after the letters

P. and A. of the abbreviated word ¢@hoftoc.

The document is an acknowledgement by a presbyter called‘

Hemdn? son of Dius, stating that he had receivedAin full the
payment for .50 pounds of wool. Beforehand it seems tha£_he
had agreed with another person, whose name has been_Loét on
the price which was not specified. |
The presbyter Hemdn had bound himself to dellver flfty

pound of wool, a produce of 6 sheep, at a partlcular tlme o
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(i.e. at the month of Mécheir)7

In_the contract, the scribe put a Erace above both the

- word | nsvrﬁuovta and the number N of line 7, and another

‘under the abbreviated word gp ( = gpatlag ).

As we see, our documént is in fbrm of a typé called 'An
Acknowledgement of a,péymént in advance (See'fqr instance P,
Leond. II, 390, (p. 33); B.Lgﬁd; IIT, 9299 (p. 270); ib., 1001
(PP. 270-271); jL_Jgunl.‘V{iIGSG; ib; P. Strassh, I, 1; R.Flor.
III,'314;,E&Amsm, I, 47; ig;4a;-E,L,BAT. lei,z).

'The exact nature of thiélfype'has'been s5till disputed

(i.e. it is not clear whether the contract is datio in solutum

or a-genuine'éale in advance ('see?R.Taubenschlag,-The Law of

Greco-Ronman Egypt in the Light of the Papyri, Milano, (1972),
p. 336 ff.; introd. on P,Lond. 1656 pp. 16~17; introd. on

P.Lond. 1774, pp. 233-234). Pringsheim in his book, The Greek

. Law of Sale, Weimar, (1950 pp. 268-86, finds these contracts
~to be (P. 276) 'a new type of contraqt' neither sale (because
delivering is deferred) nor loan (becéuse the 'debtor' does

not receive good' (p. 271). But, R.S.Bagnall in his convincing

rarticlé' Price in "Saies on deliveﬁ#", GRBS, vol. 18(1977),

bp. 85-96,finds that this type of contracts is 'The loan of
ﬁoney to be repaid in kind' (p. 95). For the legal arguments
of this type of contracts see F.Pringsheim, op.cit., pp.
1268~286, especially p. 232 for Byzantine documents of this type,

with a list in note 2; Taubenschlag, ogp.cit., pp. 336-338;
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0. Montevecchi, La Papirologia, Milano, (1973), pp. 213-214,

ea, Ricerche di socialogi nei documenti dell 'Egitto greco-

romano, Aegyptus, 24, (1944) pp. 131-158; P. Cair, isid, a0

introd.; P.Mich. XI, 608, intriod. with ample bibliography;

J.C. Shelton, Papyri from Michigan Collection, Toronto, (1971)

Pap. 608, introd. P. 22; Z.M.Packman, CE. 50. (1975), pp.

285-296; P.S.Pagnall, ¢p. cit., GRBS, 18, (1977), pp. 85-96.

In our docﬁment we may notice that: (1) the price of the

wool is not specified as in contracts of gafiones ih:sletum,
in which the specified price is not essential element, but it

is mainly concerned with delivery of the produce ~ bought (see

Pringsheim, op.cit., p. 275. (2).To my. knéwié@ée;-cﬁr document.

deals for the first time with the wool as deferred delivery

in this type of contracts (see P.Oxy._l??O (wine), Stud.Pal. XX,

144 (wine) Ross. V, 31 (corn); ibid., III, 85‘(corn); ibid.

XX 148 (corn}, P, Lond.III, p. 270, No 9999 (Qine)} ibid. IiI,
p. 276 No. 1001 (wins and.corn), ibid. V, 1774 (vegetable seed);
ibid. 1764 (wine); P.Lond., III, p. 332 (wine); EQQ_BB? (reed);
P.Gen. 15 (corn); P.Flor. III, 314 (wine) ; P.L,BAT XIII,2
(wine) ; P. AMST.I, 47 (wine) ibid. 48 (wine); P.Mich.IX,

613 (wiﬁe); ZPE, 30(1978), 205 (wine), See also O. Montevecchi,

op.cit., Aegyptus, 24, (1944) especially pp. 131-158 where

the wool did not appear in her list,) (3) Our document gives

the utmost average of clip per sheep. It is 8; lbs., of wool
3 N .

since the repayment which is 50 1lbs. of wool is a produce of

6 sheep. Johanson /West in their boock Byzantine Egypt,Econoinic




152

ﬁiud;gﬂ Amesterdam (1067) p. 208 estioate the average of“p
cllp per sheep in one flockrmentloned 1n PCM 67141 foi.,Iii;r,
-at 7% lbs. of wool and another flock ylelds from 4 to T lbs.
per sheep or lamb (see E_M_G?lAl, IiI,:V. ){ (4) The purpose _'
of specification‘of 6 sheeprin'order to produce 50'lb5.of‘ )
wool is not understood whereaslthls spe01f1cat10n in EQM
67141, fol. Vv, ™ epal /-B ta -uépat(ag) (npoﬁarwv) B”
l(tTPaC)tﬁ is quiﬁe clear_because 1t7;s‘anreccount Qf.the
estate and the prod0ctioniofrthe wooi has-beaneelreadf'col—
lected aﬂd,knowh.'Conjecthely;_iffwe copsioer'thet the utmost -
.everage of clip per sheep ieT7Z 155. of wool (see PCM. 67141.
fol. ITI,_ehd Johansoe/Weet E cit. p. 208), the 6 SHeep

| migﬁt yield 45 lbs. of w001.'Thee,_the remalnder; the,S'lbs;-
"of wool may be interpreted by1two-ways:-(A) TheES_ibs, of wool -
eOUld be an iﬁtereet of the'sum and this interest (i.e.
7—5--x 106 = ll% is included in the repayment (see the sug-

45 :
gestion of R.S. Bagnal in. the-case ~of Aurelia Tetouels

in GRBS, op.cit. p. 96). or (B) This 5 lbs. of wool could

be the valuerof ‘the rent of 6 sheep for 10 months (cf E;
Herm, Rees, 27, in Whlch the rent of one sheep is one 1b.

per annum. see also note L.?).. (5)'It seems that this type
.of contracts as well-as the'eontraots'of 1oan<to be, repayed o
rln kind determlnates the k1nd of the measure by which the
produce bought would be-welghted (cﬁ.rLr 11 TQ éu@ napn&vq

= by my weight" Zﬂﬂ, 30, (1978), P; 205. " otvov

onuepbtov  T§ Yeovxtnﬁ - OMHORATL dzfivovta  tpla -
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sixty~three sekomata of w1ne meaSUred by the state sekomata.-
with P.Mich. IX, 613,6 " 7§ uérpm TP 6L’6pwu énnsuoeévrb "

by the measure sent out by you" i and Taubenschlag, of.cit.

r
1 &

p. 344). (6) It seems that the acrlbe had obv1ously 1n mlnd
that this is a contract of loan therefore the 1anguage and
terminology of this contract ;s closely 51m11ar to that of
loan contracts (cf.LL. 3-5;, LL. 8- 14 with PCM 67125, 6;_;g.
67127, 19—22;11d. 6?129 7~83:l9} 25427) Consequently,ti'
incline to con51der this tybe'rof contract as a loan of money

to be repayed in klnd

AbbreVLatlon is marked by a 51ngle obilque-etroke oe51de
the last letter written (ex,L.7,_r YL/ -L.10 :% 1V5/ )
or by a single curve {ex. L, 14 ,mpOKOY )_or by_the eymbol

( = Arpor ) | .

r




© 1st hand

10

_}st hand -

2nd hand - 1I5.
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Translation:

'&

;.}.};.ﬂtt...,}..p;u;;;o from“FlaV1us Hemon, gtesbxter Son,
of Dius of the same v1llage Greetlng I acknowledge by thLS

my written bond that I have recelved 1n full satlsfactlon .

" from you complete - full ﬂrrces of 50 pounds of wool per‘

"6 (sheep) total' O pounde of- wool per 6 (aheep) ; and -

these I am wllllng to repay to youy iﬁ Lhe month Mechelr of

the present Jst 1nd1ctlon, by my welght w1thout any argUment

o all my property is mortgaged Uhtll the payment and when

asked the formal questlon concernlng all thls I s0 declared
nd hand) I Flav1us Hemon Qresbgte SOn of DlUS abov—='

wrltten accept as above sLated ;Q....,..,.a;:...}‘.;;..
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The beglnnlng of th15rdécument would have run as for
'_1nstance P, Lond. III, 999, éQéﬁsP' 270; R.lond. III, 1001,
7; B Strassb., I, 1; B.Flor. IIT, 314,1-7; P.AMST, I,

47; ihid. 48 where the dbéqméh£rhight have Contaihed'the

date‘and thé names of bqth-thé cﬁeditor and débator.

LL.1-2 These lihésrmgy1beafu@ part Of,thg name of the
creditor and the'hamp of:Ehéidebator-:So the lineé may be
restored as[] v.[‘n:l fp?\.. Humvocg [Atov npecBu]*rép[ou &no

g (aurng) uwung] cf. ECMiG?lZS 2-3; BCM 67127, 6-8).

AVLL. 3 4 These llnes may be restored as [x(af)pksbv) 6“_

_' u.o?\o]ytp 6L<x Eccw'r:ng uou]/ fmc_; éYYp&} poD &oq:a?\[etcxr; éoxnué]vo«u
qf. PCM 67125, 5- 6; Egm 67l28 “1l- 12) For the term ouoKoYEa

&G@ahstac accompanled by thé adjectlve syypa@og see
'Taubeﬁschlag, op.cit. 293 294 ' ' .
' A
L.5 uou. nsvrhn[p]wo [Bou, . log e TLHOG

", Although the letters after the lacuna are rather cleaL, some

of them are difficulﬁ Lo ;ead. "ANlso, since the handwriting
-is not of the éame Si;ed (cf. L.10 "17 letters" and L. 14
: J27 lettefs“)'£he number of the lettérs of tche lacuna is
7'%ndefinité. So nal memhn [p] o {Bar map]é oov Tnuég/TeAstag
H_cx‘t. “Tren?-m Ilpﬂjﬁ')q['ﬁab naph dov T} (;t(; - pré:c.; / terelo or
Cual nenAn [p] B [Becr Tog &péo]or.dc:.c'; TLLOGC {(ual)} tehe bag
.‘may be testoréd.Anyhow ’ 'ruu&q or 'tbuhqof TLpfig

N would be-a-pért‘of tﬁe ohoAoylos  But there aré

. generally some quite.lengthy clauses concerning
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the term of payment between the acknowledgement of fecei#iﬁg_
the payment and the clauses cohfained the.kind of the repay-

ment in lines'G to 7 (cf. B;AMSI,iI, 47; 9-~13; Lhid; 48, 6-10
P.lond., I1I, 999, 5-6 (p.270); ibid., 1001 8 10 (p. 271) |
"6uokoy$ éoxnuévat nol nsnknpwoeau napd Tfic ofic edhaBelac

g npog &AMAovg ovunswwvnuévnq rahstag Tuafic olvov véou °‘"i7

and cf. P.L.BAT, XIII, 2, 4-6 " 6pohoyoﬁusv 13 &Klnksyyﬁnq
éoxnuévau nat nsuhnpmoeau napa 1ﬁg ong haunpétnroq Tnv HE==

Taaﬁ cuu¢mvnesbdav Houl ovvapécaoav npog alxﬁlovg Taunu

otvov véov .. ") .
L, 6 épaﬁag ( Lo épéac )

a regular mis- spelllng in the Aphrodlto papyrl (cf ECM 67;41,'

fol, V, V., 3)

ﬁ[ﬁT& 34 Kgltpag s this résﬁofation éeems'possible
) o : o . L ' o oo
(cf. L, 7){
KCJTpag : : the letter c is'cprrected from the letter i
L.9 Nsxsﬂp- : the letter {1 :is corrected from = % e

Anyhow, it seéms tha£'thé betﬁer-time for repaymeﬁt of the
wool Qas in MsXsﬂp(i.e; in winter time) since "the winter
cropléf sheep or lamb was prefegredrbecause the weather was
believed bettér for quélity or QUaﬁEity of wéolf ( éee

Jonson / West, op.cit. p. 208).

L.11 % ép@ uapn&v@ : this contract specified that

the wool would be weighted by the Measure of the creditor

(see p.4)
| Alia HANAFT
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