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Abstract:  

lmala (literally slanting) is a phonetic 

phenomenon in Arabic to achieve 

that harmony between the Arabic 

letter alif and its adjacent mark 

Kasrahor yaa for easier 
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pronunciation as the resonant sounds 

in Arabic have different 

pronunciation marks. In fact, it is a 

double-piped phenomenon because 

the resonant sound alif not a major 

phoneme that really affects the 

meaning. Linguists in the past and at 

the present time have studied this 

phenomenon and its reasons. There 

has been a controversy among the 

contemporary linguists about the 

number of those reasons and the 

expressions referring to the 

phenomenon. Additionally, and in 

comparison with the studies done by 

those linguists in the past, the studies 

performed by the contemporary 

linguists are more detailed and 

justified by phonetic interpretation 

that is in accord with modern 

phonetics. Furthermore, there is also 

a controversy between the 

contemporary linguists and Sibawayh 

concerning the possibility of having 

lmalain some positions and the 

impossibility of having it in some 

other positions. Modern Phonetics 

has proved how the' contemporary 

linguists were right when they 

disagreed with Sibawayh.               
Keywords: 

 Imala - Contemporary linguists - 

Phonetics 
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