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New-born lambs have limited energy reserves and need a rapid access to colostrum to 
maintain homeothermy and survive. The object of this study was to investigate the importance of 
neonatal lamb behaviour in the maintenance of its body temperature and survival. The time taken 
to stand and suck after birth and rectal temperatures were determined in 72 crossbred lambs 
(progeny of crossing 1/2 Rhamani and 1/2 Finnish). In addition, blood samples were collected at 1, 
24 and 72 h after birth. The obtained sera were assayed for thyroid hormones (T3 and T4), known 
to be involved in heat production and phosphorous element (ph) which is essential for energy 
metabolism. The obtained results revealed that, low birth weight and triplet lambs were 
behaviourally less active at birth and had less T3, T4, Ph and body temperatures values over the 
first 3 days of life than lambs of heavy or medium birth weight and single or twin lambs. Thus, 
light weight and triplet lambs were highly susceptible to hypothermia and were exposed to high 
rate of mortality (18.75 and 16.66%) during the neonatal period than other lambs (3.84, 10.00, 
4.55, and 9.38 %, respectively). Therefore, the present study concludes that neonatal lamb 
behaviour, specifically success in standing and obtaining colostrum are extremely important for 
thermoregulation and survival of the neonate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The world wide rate of lamb mortality is 

typically around 15% (Purser and Young, 1983; 

Wassmuth et al., 2001; Darwish, 2004). This rate 

of mortality is of concern both from an economic 

and welfare perspective (Christley et al., 2003). 

Most lamb deaths result from a failure in 

bonding between the ewe and lamb (Dwyer and 

Lawrence, 1998; Dwyer, 2003), thus research in 

ewe and lamb behaviour could help to improve 

lamb survival. 

The majority of lamb deaths occur within the 

first three days after birth (Rowland et al., 1992; 

Nowak et al., 2000; Darwish, 2004). 

Traditionally, lamb mortality has been 

considered to be due to failures in ewe maternal 

care (Gubernick, 1981). However, the role of 

neonate behaviour in ensuring survival becomes 

increasingly important and may be at least as 

important as that of the mother (Nowak and 

Lindsay, 1990; Dwyer and Lawrence, 1999; 

Morris et al., 2000). Lamb birth weight and type 

of birth significantly influenced the pre- weaning 

growth rate and mortality of the lamb (Tuah and 

Baah, 1985; Bekele et al., 1992).  

Low birth weight lambs from higher litter 

sizes were at greater risk for most causes of 

death than heavier lambs from smaller litters 

(Hinch et al., 1986). 

The ability to survive is crucially dependent 

on the response of the lamb to the climatic 

environment into which it is born (Alexander et 

al., 1980; Slee, 1981; Slee and Springbett, 1986; 

Symonds et al., 1989; Mellor and Stafford, 

2004). Lambs are born, often into cold or wet 

conditions, with low fat cover and have a high 

surface area to body weight ratio, which 

exacerbates heat loss (Eales and Small, 1995; 

Stephenson et al., 2001). Therefore, the newborn 

lamb must produce as much heat as it loses to 

maintain its body temperature (Mellor and 

Stafford, 2004). This could be supplied by 

oxidation of fat from brown adipose tissue 

(BAT) by a process under the control of 

triiodothyronine (T3) which produced from 

thyroxine (T4) in BAT by the enzyme 5-

monodeiodinase (Dauncey, 1990; Brent, 1994) 

and also by showing the appropriate neonatal 

behaviour to obtain colostrum which is 

extremely important (particularly important for 

lambs born into cold, wet areas where its body 

reserves will be rapidly used up; Nowak and 

Poindron, 2006). In addition to its 
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immunoglobulin, colostrum provides the lamb 

with fuel to maintain body temperature (Hall et 

al., 1992; Al-Jassim et al., 1999 Charismiadou et 

al., 2000).  

Developing young organisms have high 

requirements for phosphorus for the 

mineralization of the skeleton and maintenance 

of metabolism and growth (Scott et al., 1994). 

Animals that are able to stand up and suck 

rapidly within a short time after birth, implies a 

well-developed bone mineralization and 

adequate energy metabolism for mobility and 

thermogensis (Scott et al., 1997; Huber et al., 

2002). Thus, it seems that rapid access to the 

udder and early suckling are intimately 

associated with the ability to thermoregulate. 

Therefore, the current study aimed to investigate 

the role of neonatal lamb behaviour in its 

thermoregulation and survival. 

Materials and methods 
Animals. This study was carried out in Sakha 
Animal Production Research Station, Kafr El-

Sheikh Governorate, Egypt. Data were collected 

from 72 crossbred lambs (progeny of crossing 

1/2 Rhamani and 1/2 Finnish) born to 44 

crossbred multiparous ewes, in parity 4. Ewes 

were pregnant by natural insemination and had 

an average body weight of 47.43 kg prior to 

pregnancy and 51.71 kg at parturition with 5.57 

years an average age. Ewes were given access to 

green fodder (Trifolium Alexandrium) and fresh 

drinking water ad-libitum. Concentrates (cotton 

seed cake, Soya bean cake, corn, limestone and 

mineral mixture) containing 16.58 % crude 

protein, 12.68 % crude fiber and 73.38% TDN 

were provided during the last 6 weeks of 

pregnancy at levels appropriate for body weight 

and stage of pregnancy. In week 17
th
 of 

pregnancy, ewes were vaccinated with a 

clostridial vaccine (covexin, 2ml, s/c, Schering-

plough co.).  
At approximately 2 weeks prior to the 

expecting lambing time, ewes were transported 

into large straw-bedded pens (7x10 m), in groups 

of approximately 10-12 ewes / pen for lambing. 

Ewes were habituated to the presence of 

observer in the central walk ways between pens 

before parturition and as lambing approaches, 

the pregnant ewes were kept under 24-h 

surveillance for the exact time of lambing. Ewes 

need assistance at delivery were ignored from 

the current study. Ewes were remained in the 

lambing pens for 3 days after birth. Afterwards, 

they were moved outside to the pasture and 

lambs were clearly identified by ear tag. 

Data recording. Data of the present study were 
collected from lambs born in the period between 

2.00 to 6.00 a. m. during the winter season of 

lambing (February-March, 2007) with an 

average ambient temperature of  9.4 Cº  (range = 

7 to 12 Cº). These data including: 
Behavior. Neonatal lamb behaviour was 

recorded for the first 2 h after birth using a video 

camera. The definitions of behaviours recorded 

were given in table 1 according to Dwyer (2003). 
 

Table (1): Definitions of the lamb behaviours 
recoded. 
 

Behaviour 
element 

Definition 

Stands Lamb supports itself on all 

four feets for at least 5 

seconds. 

Successful 
suck 

Lamb holds teat in its mouth 

and appears to be sucking 

with appropriate mouth and 

head movements, may be tail-

wagging, remains in this 

position for at least 5 seconds. 
 

Birth weight. Lambs were weighed by digital 

weighing machine at 2 h of birth. Lamb birth 

weights were divided into 3 categories based on 

the number of standard deviations (SD) above 

and below the mean birth weight (Dwyer and 

Morgan, 2006). 

Heavy lambs.Weighing more than 1 SD above 

the group mean   (including lambs weighing 

more than 3.25 kg).  
Medium lambs. Weighing 1 SD above and 

below the group mean (including lambs 

weighing in between 2.62 - 3.25 kg). 

Light lambs. Weighing more than 1 SD below 

the group mean (including lambs weighing less 

than 2.62 kg). 

Neonatal lamb mortality: Lamb mortality was 

recorded during the neonatal period of first week 

of lamb’s life. 

Blood assay.  
Sampling. One hour after birth, the lamb was 

caught and a 2-ml blood sample was taken by 

jugular venipuncture into non heparinized 

vacutainer. Rectal temperature was also recorded 

at this time. To minimize the disruption to ewe 

and lamb bonding, all samples were collected 

within the home pen of the animal, which 

allowed the ewe to continue to interact with the 

lamb during sampling, and the sample was 

collected within 2 minutes of entering the pen. 

Blood samples were then centrifuged (3000 g / 

20 minutes). The obtained sera were separated 
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and stored frozen at–20
o
C until assayed for T3, 

T4 and Ph. The blood sampling and temperature 

recording procedures were repeated at 24 and 72 

h after birth (Cabello and Levieux, 1981 and 

Schermer et al., 1996). 

Analytical procedures. Concentration of T3 and 

T4 hormones was determined using a solid phase 

competitive chemiluminescence immuno-assay 

system (Elecsys 2010, Roche, Diagnostic, 

Mannheim). Concentrations were determined 

using kits, controls, mono-clonal mouse 

antibodies and reagent supplied by Roche, 

Diagnostic, 2005 .The intra – and inter assay 

coefficients of variation (C.V. %) were 3.6 and 

5.4% for T3 and 4.7 and 6.9  % for T4.`The 

minimum detectable levels of the assay were 

0.195 ng /ml and 0.42 µg /dl for T3 and T4 

respectively. Phosphorus concentration was 

measured by a colorimetric test using 

commercial kits (Spin react, S.A., Spain), 

according to the manufactures instructions .The 

sample absorbance was measured in 

spectrophotometer (Spectonic, USA) at wave 

length of 710 nm. The results were expressed in 

mg /dl. All samples were assayed in triplicate. 

The intra- and inter assay C.V. % were 2.3 and 

1.2 respectively. Detection limit ranged from 

0.008 -15 mg /dl .The sensitivity was 1 mg /dl. 

Statistical analysis. The least square analysis 
procedure (SAS, 1996) was used to test the 

effect of litter size (single, twin and triplet) and 

birth weight (heavy, medium and light) on 

neonatal lamb behaviour, T3, T4 and 

phosphorous. The difference in temperature was 

studied by using Duncan Multiple Range test 

while the relationship between neonatal lamb 

behaviour and T3, T4, Ph and body temperature 

was investigated by regression analysis.  
Results and Discussion 

Neonatal lamb behavioural progress. 
Litter size effect. In the current study, the 
behavioural data demonstrated that, triplet lambs 

were clearly compromised in comparison with 

single or twin lambs (Table 2), and this was most 

evident in the more co-ordinated behaviours of 

standing (15.21±0.48, 12.67±0.82 and 

11.63±0.70 min, respectively, P<0.01), and 

sucking (37.40±1.55, 23.59±3.34 and 

21.94±1.19 min, respectively, P<0.001), 

independent of the effects of litter size on lamb 

birth weight or birth difficulty. Moreover, twin 

and triplet lambs were observed to get less 

colostrum from the ewes (13.31±1.53 and 

8.58±1.28 min / 2 h, respectively, P<0.05) than 

single lambs (15.54±1.61 min), due to 

competition and limited supply, as single lamb 

had higher oppournity for more successive 

overall sucking attempts than the individual twin 

or triplet lamb (O’Connor and Lawrence, 1992; 

Dwyer, 2003).  

To suck successfully, the new born lamb 

must be able to stand and move to the udder 

(Cloete et al., 1993; Nowak and Poindron, 

2006). Triplet lambs have subjected to placental 

insufficiency (Darwish et al., 2007) and foetal 

hypoxia before birth, which will affect the 

maturation of neural development, resulting in 

brain function deficits (Mallard et al., 1998; 

Rees et al., 1998). These factors may contribute 

to the greater behavioural retardation of these 

lambs than can be accounted for by their low 

birth weight alone (Kaulfuss et al., 2000). 

Birth weight effect. The behaviour of the 
neonatal lambs recorded in this study (Table 3) 

will support previous results in a different 

population of lambs (Darwish, 2004). Lambs 

with higher birth weight had higher vigour and 

suckling drive than smaller ones. An increase in 

lamb birth weight was associated with an 

increase in speed of standing (16.15±0.26, 

12.93±0.37 and 10.02±0.84 min, respectively, 

P<0.001) and sucking (40.81±0.28, 25.10±1.85 

and 19.72±0.85 min, respectively, P<0.001). 

Consequently, total time spent sucking / 2 h 

could also increased (7.43±0.61, 12.65±1.12 and 

17.15±2.31 min / 2 h, respectively, p<0.05), as 

has been shown before (Rathray, 1987; Kuchel 

and Lindsay, 1999).This suggests that there was 

a delay in behavioural and physical development 

associated with low birth weight ( Mourad et al., 

2001).  
Thermoregulation of neonatal lamb. 
Litter size effect. In the present study, in lambs 

which survived, serum concentrations of T3, T4 

and Ph were reduced with increasing litter size 

(Table 4). Triplet lambs had less concentration in 

comparison with single or twin lambs. 

Moreover, these lambs had lower temperatures 

(hypothermia) over the first 3 days of life, which 

was in addition to any influence of their lower 

birth weight (Barlow et al., 1987; Mellor and 

Stafford, 2004). Phosphorus is known to be 

essential for growth and energy metabolism 

(Huber et al., 2002).To meet the higher 

Phosphorus requirements of developing lamb, 

there must be adequate phosphate absorption or 

reabsorption (Schroder and Breves, 1996).The 

higher concentration of Phosphorus recorded in 
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single and twin lambs compared with triplets 

may be attributed to higher incidence of 

absorption of Phosphorus from colostrum intake 

in these lambs after birth. 

Foetal adipose tissue development is known 

to be very sensitive to foetal nutrition in late 

gestation (Shrestha and Heaney, 1990; Budge et 

al., 2003). Triplet lambs have experienced some 

degree of under nutrition in utero (Kaulfuss et 

al., 2000). Thus, in triplet, foetal adipose tissue 

development would impaired associated with 

low T3, T4 and less ability to produce heat by non 

sheivering thermogensis after birth and were thus 

very susceptible to hypothermia (Cabello and 

Levieux, 1981 ; Wrutniak et al., 1990; Budge et 

al., 2004). In addition, they were slower to stand 

and suck after birth. For that, they were less able 

to make use of behavioural strategies to maintain 

their body temperature (Nowak and Poindron, 

2006), due to less colostrum intake recorded  in 

these lambs that is extremely important for 

energy production supplied by oxidation of its 

fat content by thyroid hormones ( Dauncey, 

1990; Brent, 1994). 
Birth weight effect. This study has shown that, 
low birth weight lambs had less T3, T4, Ph and 

also were at greater risk of hypothermia over the 

first 3 days of life than heavier lambs (Table, 5) 

and this was markedly observed after birth and at 

24 h of life, although, there was also still a 

tendency for birth weight to influence these 

measures at 72 h after birth. The greater 

concentration of serum T3, T4 and Ph recorded in 

heavy lambs, suggests that both their thyroid and 

brown adipose tissue (BAT) were more active 

than light lambs and thus cold thermogensis was 

more efficient in heavy lambs (Symonds et al., 

1989; Stephenson et al., 2001 

The lesser ability of low birth weight lambs to 

maintain body temperature can be at least partly 

attributed to their small  body size and therefore 

greater relative surface area for heat loss and 

reduced body reserves of lipid and glycogen but 

mainly attributed to poor thermogenic capacity 

due to delay in access to the udder and suckling 

to obtain colostrum that provides the lamb with 

fuel to maintain body temperature (Rathray et 

al., 1987 ; Gama et al., 1991; Budge et al., 2000; 

Mourad et al., 2001). This finding was 

underlined by low concentrations of thyroid 

hormones (T3 and T4) and Phosphorus element 

recoded in these lambs which known to be 

essential for energy metabolism (Huber et al., 

2002).  

The relationship between neonatal lamb 
behaviour and thermoregulation. In the 

present study, neonatal lamb behaviours of 

standing and sucking were negatively correlated 

with measures of thermoregulation (T3, T4, Ph 

and body temperature) while the time spent 

sucking during the first 2 h following birth was 

positively correlated with these measures (Table, 

6), demonstrating that behavioural progress and 

body temperature appear to be linked. Lambs 

with a low T3, T4, Ph and rectal temperatures 

were more likely to fail to reach the udder after 

birth than those with normal temperatures (Slee 

and Springbett, 1986). Thus, behavioural 

mechanisms may operate to prevent falls in 

temperature. Standing rapidly after birth helps to 

reduce convective heat loss of the wet lamb to 

the ground and sucking bouts or feeding raise 

body temperature (Bird et al., 2001).Thus, the 

rapid behavioural progress of single and twin 

lambs compared with triplets and of the heavier 

lambs compared with low birth weight lambs 

seen in the current study will have contributed 

directly to their greater temperatures (Rathray et 

al., 1987; Hancock et al., 1996; Mellor and 

Stafford, 2004).  
Neonatal lamb behaviour and mortality. 
Lamb deaths are known to be highest in the first 

few days of life, and may be related to 

behavioural deficiencies in neonate lambs 

(Nowak et al., 2000) as is also shown in the 

present study (Table, 7), suggesting events 

occurring at this time are of particular 

importance in lamb survival (Dwyer, 2003). 

The single greatest contributor to lamb 

mortality is lamb birth weight (Lindsay et al., 

1990; Fogarty et al., 2000). Increasing birth 

weight was associated with decrease in lamb 

mortality (18.75, 10.00 and 3.84 %, respectively, 

P<0.001). Other contributor to lamb mortality is 

litter size, which can not be totally explained by 

birth weight (Knight et al., 1988). Litter size had 

a major effect on mortality rate, as single and 

twin lambs were much less likely to die (4.55 

and 9.38%) than triplets (16.66%, P<0.01 ). 

Therefore, low birth-weight and born in multiple 

litters were two significant risk factors for lamb 

deaths (Christley et al., 2003). In addition, the 

effects of placental insufficiency (Kaulfuss et al., 

2000; Mellor and Stafford, 2004; Darwish et al., 

2007) and insufficient plasma levels of thyroid 

hormones and phosphorus element with 

hypothermia demonstrated in these lambs due to 

slower neonatal behavioural progress could 

explain their higher rate of deaths  ( Cabello  and 
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Table (2): Effect of litter size on neonatal lamb behavioural progress. 
 

    Variable 
 

Litter size 

N Time to first stand     
(min) 

Time to first suck 
(min) 

Time spent sucking  / 2 h            
(min) 

Single 
Twin 
Triplet 

22 

32 

18 

11.63±0.70
B
 

12.67±0.82
B
 

15.21±0.48
A
 

21.94±1.19
B
 

23.59±3.34
B
 

37.40±1.55
A
 

15.54±1.61
a
 

13.31±1.53
ab
 

8.58±1.28
b
 

S.O.V. Mean square 
Treatment  30.36

**
 438.435

***
 71.20

*
 

 

Capital letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.01 or 

P<0.001. 

Small letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.05. 

* P<0.05   ** P<0.01    *** P<0.001     S.O.V.   Source of variance 

 
Table (3): Effect of lamb birth weight on neonatal behavioural progress. 
 

Variable 
 
Birth weight 

N Time to first stand 
(min) 

Time to first suck 
(min)   

Time spent sucking  / 2 h 
(min) 

Heavy 
Medium 
Light 

26 

30 

16 

10.02±0.84C 

12.93±0.37B 

16.15±0.26A 

19.72±0.85B 

25.10±1.85B 

40.81±0.28A 

17.15±2.31a 

12.64±1.12b 

7.43±0.61c 

S.O.V. Mean square 
Treatment  56.45*** 452.2***  95.38*  

 

Capital letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.001. 

Small letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.05. 

* P<0.05      *** P<0.001            S.O.V.   Source of variance 

 
Table (4): Effect of litter size on lamb thermoregulation measures. 
 

      Variable 
 

  Lamb age 

       T4 
   ( µg /dl ) 

      T3 
   (ng /ml) 

Phosphorous 
    (mg /dl) 

Temperature 
     (ºC ) 

At 1h       Single 
  Twin 
 Triplet 

    

9.55±0.67A 

8.86±0.18A 

6.80±0.39B 

   P<0.001 

3.77±0.12A 

3.65±0.07A 

3.1±0.11B 

    P<0.01 

7.83±0.09A 

7.67±0.19A 

6.67±0.13B 

     P<0.01 

39.55±0.23a 

39.45±0.08a 

39.06±0.07b 

     P<0.05 

At 24h     Single 
  Twin 
  Triplet 
    

10.62±0.70A 

9.55±0.43A 

6.42±0.15B 

   P<0.001 

4.52±0.25a 

4.19±0.26a 

3.54±0.23b 

    P<0.03 

9.67±0.92a 

8.91±0.39a 

7.85±0.53b 

    P<0.05 

39.41±0.15a 

39.32±0.15a 

38.30±0.30b 

     P<0.03 

At 72h     Single 
  Twin 
  Triplet 
    

10.88±0.47A 

10.03±0.37A 

7.41±0.20B 

    P<0.001 

4.92±0.26a 

4.77±0.28ab 

4.34±0.06b 

    P<0.05 

9.49±0.94a 

8.75±0.44ab 

7.68±0.57b 

    P<0.05 

39.46±0.13a 

39.40±0.06a 

38.93±0.03b 

P<0.06 
 

Capital letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.01 or 

P<0.001. 

Small letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.05. 
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Table (5): Effect of lamb birth weight on its thermoregulation measures. 
 

           Variable 
 Lamb age 

        T4 
    ( µg /dl ) 

       T3 
   (ng /ml) 

Phosphorous 
   (mg /dl) 

Temperature 
       (ºC ) 

At 1h      Heavy 
               Medium 
               Light  
 

9.60±0.43A 

8.39±0.34A 

6.76±0.51B 

P<0.001 

3.80±0.11A 

3.55±0.08A 

3.10±0.15B 

P<0.001 

7.94±0.13a 

7.77±0.13a 

6.71±0.24b 

P<0.02 

39.7±0.15a 

39.52±0.11a 

39.11±0.21b 

P<0.04 

At 24h   Heavy 
              Medium 
              Light  
 

11.03±0.33A 

7.58±0.62B 

7.53±0.59B 

P<0.001 

4.89±0.11A 

3.97±0.04B 

3.36±0.21C 

P<0.01 

10.1±0.50A 

8.45±0.23B 

7.67±0.24B 

P<0.01 

39.62±0.08a 

39.22±0.21ab 

38.88±0.23b 

P<0.03 

     

At 72h   Heavy 
              Medium 
              Light  
            

11.12±0.16A 

8.52±0.66B 

8.28±0.44B 

P<0.01 

5.38±0.12a 

4.41±0.05b 

4.26±0.05b 

P<0.02 

10.03±0.48a 

8.81±0.21b 

7.90±0.24b 

P<0.05 

39.55±0.11a 

39.35±0.10ab 

39.23±0.08b 

P<0.05 
 

Capital letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.01 or 

P<0.001. 

Small letters means within the same column carry different letters are significantly different at P<0.0
 

Table (6): The relationship between neonatal lamb behaviour and thermoregulation. 
 

 Time to first stand Time to first  suck Time spent sucking  /  2 h 
T4 -0.578** 

P<0.01 

-0.65*** 

P<0.001 

0.556** 

P<0.01 

T3 -0.43* 

P<0.05 

-0.52** 

P<0.01 

0.588** 

P<0.01 

Phosphorus 0.468* 

P<0.03 

-0.66*** 

P<0.001 

0.498* 

P<0.03 

Temperature -0.409* 

P<0.05 

-0.597** 

P<0.01 

0.47* 

P<0.03 
 

* P<0.05   ** P<0.01    *** P<0.001

Table (7): Neonatal lamb behaviour and mortality over the first week of life. 
 

Litter size Birth weight         Treatment 
Variable Single Twin Triplet Heavy Medium Light 
Mortality % 4.55 9.38 16.66 3.84 10.00 18.75 

Chi-square 10.15** 14.75*** 
 

** P<0.01    *** P<0.001  
 

 

Levieux, 1981; Barlow et al., 1987; Symonds et 

al., 1989; Hancock et al., 1996; Schermer et al., 

1996; Budge et al., 2000).  

In conclusion, this study has demonstrated that 

lambs that are behaviouraly less active at birth 

are also less able to maintain their body 

temperatures after birth. Although part of their 

lower body temperature might be attributable to 

behavioural influences on thermoregulation, the 

data also suggests that physiological and 

biochemical differences exist between these 

animals. These differences may be related to 

different degree of maturity at birth. 
References 

Alexander, G.; Lynch, J. J.; Mothershead, B. E. and 
Donnelly, J. B. (1980): Reduction in lamb mortality by 

means of grass wind-breaks: results of a five year study. 

Proc. Aust. Soc. Anim. Prod. 13: 329-332. 
Al-Jassim, R. A. M.; Aziz, D. I.; Zorah, K. and Black, J. 
L. (1999): Effect of concentrate feeding on milk yield and 

body weight change of Awassi ewes and the growth of their 

lambs. Anim. Sci., 69: 441-449. 
Barlow, R. M.; Gardiner, A. C.; Angus, K .W.; Gilmour, 
J.S.; Mellor, D.J.; Cuthbertson, J.C.; Newlands, G. and 

DARWISH AN D EL-BAHR                                                                                                                                                125 

 



 

Thonpson, R. (1987): Clinical, biochemical and 

Pathological study of perinatal lambs in a commercial flock. 

Vet, Rec., 120 (15): 357 -62.  
Bekele, T.; Kasali, O.B.; and woldeab, T. (1992): Causes 
of lamb morbidity and mortality in the Ethiopian high lands. 

Vet. Res. Commun., 16(6): 415-424.  
Bird, J. A. , A. Mostyn, L. Clarke, D. T. Juniper, H. 
Budge, T. Stephenson, and Symonds, M. E. (2001): 
Effect of postnatal age anti a beta (3)-adrenergic agonist 

(Zeneca D7114) administration on uncoupling protein-1 

abundance in the lamb. Exp. Physiol., 86: 65-70. 
Brent, G. A., (1994): The molecular basis of thyroid 

hormone action. N. Engl. J .Med., 331: 847 
Budge, H. ; Bispham, J. ; Dandrea, J. ; Evans, E. ; 
Heasman, L. ; Ingleton, P. M. ; Sullivan, C. ; Wilson, V. 
; Stephenson, T. and Symondes, M. E. (2000): Effect of 
maturnal nutrition on brown adipose tissue and its prolactin 

receptor status in the fetal lamb. Pediatric Res., 47: 781-

786. 

Budge, H. J.; Dandrea, A.; Mostyn, Y.; Evens, R.; 
Watkins, C.; Sullivan, P.; Ingleton, T.; Stephenson, S. 
and Symonds, M. E. (2003): Differential effects of fetal 
number and maternal nutrition in late gestation on prolactin 

receptor abundance and adipose tissue development in the 

neonatal lamb. Pediat. Res., 53: 302- 308.  
Budge, H.; L. J. Edwards, I. C.; McMillen, A.; Bryce, 
K.; Warnes, S.; Pearce, T.; Stephenson, S. and 
Symonds, M. E. (2004): Nutritional  manipulation of fetal 

adipose tissue deposition and uncoupling protein 1 

messenger RNA abundance in the sheep : Differential 

effects of timing and duration . Biol. Reprod. 71: 359-365. 
Cabello, G., and D. Levieux. (1981): Hormonal status in 

the new born lamb (cortisol, T3, T4) - relationships to birth 

weight, and the length of gestation –Effect of litter size. 

Boil. Neonate 39: 208-216.   
Charismiadou, M. A.; Bizelis, J. A. and Rogdakis, E. 
(2000): Metobolic changes during the perinatal period in 

dairy sheep in relation to level of nutrition and breed. I. 

Late pregnancy. J. of Anim. Physio. and Anim. Nutr. 84: 

61-72. 
Christley , R .M .; Morgan , K. L.;  Parkin , T. D. H.  
and French , N . P. (2003): Factors related to the risk of 
neonatal mortality, birth-weight and serum immunoglobulin 

concentration in lambs in the UK. Prev. Vet. Med. 57: 209 -

226. 
Cloete, S. W.; Van Halderen, A. and Schneider, D. J. 
(1993): Causes of perinatal lamb mortality amongest 

Dormer and SA Mutton Merino lambs. J. S. Afr. Vet. Assci. 

Sep., 64(3): 121-125.  
Darwish, R. A. (2004): Lamb raising with special reference 

to performance and mortality. Ph. D. V. Sci., Thesis, Cairo 

Univ., Egypt. 
Darwish, R. A.; Ashraf M. K. and S. Z. El-Kholya. 
(2007): Neonatal lamb behaviour and survival and 

placentation: Effect of parity and litter size. The 5th  Int. Sci. 

Conf. 10 – 11 April. Mansoura Univ. Egypt. 
Dauncey, M. J. (1990): Thyroid hormones and 

thermogensis. P. Nutr. Soc. 49: 203-215.  
Dwyer, C. M. (2003): Behavioural development in the 

neonate lamb: effect of maternal and birth related factors. 

Theriogenol., 59: 1027-1050. 
Dwyer, C. M. and A. B., Lawrence.  (1998): Variability in 
the expression of maternal behaviour in primiparous sheep. 

Effects of genotype and litter size. Appl. Anim. Behav. Sci. 

58: 311-330. 

Dwyer, C. M. and A. B., Lawrence. (1999): Does the 
behvaiour of the neonate influence the expression of 

maternal behaviour in sheep? Behaviour 136: 367-389.  
Dwyer, C. M. and C. A. Morgan. (2006): Maintenance of 

body temperature in the neonatal lamb: Effect of breed, 

birth weight  and litter size. J.Anim. Sci., 5:1093. 
Eales, F. A., and J. Small.  (1995): Practical lambing and 

lamb care. Produced by Longman Singapore publishers Pte 

Ltd  
Elecsys triiodothyronine  (11731360122) and thyroxine 
(12017709122), Cobas, (2005): Roche, Diagnostics, 

GmbH, D, 68298, Mannheim. 

Fogarty, N. M.; Hopkins, D. L. and Vandeven, R. 
(2000): Lamb production from diverse genotype. I- lamb 

growth and survival and ewe performance. Anim. Sci., 70: 

135-145. 

Gama, L. T.; Dickerson, G. E.; Young L. D. and 
Leymaster, K. A. (1991): Effects of breed, heterosis, age 
of dam, litter size and birth weight on lamb mortality. J. 

Anim. Sci., 69: 2727-2743. 

Gubernick, D. J. (1981): Parent and infant attachment in 

mammals, parent care in mammals. Plenum, New York, pp. 

243-305. 

Hall, D. G.; Holst, P.J. and shutt, D. A. (1992): The 
effects of nutritional supplements in late pregnancy on ewe 

colostrum production, plasma progesterone and IGF-1 

concentration. Aust. J. Agric. Res. 17:411. 
Hancock, R. D.; Coe, A. J. and Silva, F. C. (1996): 
Prenatal mortality in lambs in Southern Brazil. Trop. Anim. 

Hlth Prod., 28(4): 266-272. 

Hinch, G. N.; Davis, G.H.; Crosbie, S. F.; Kelly, R. W. 
and Trotter, R. W. (1986): Causes of lamb mortality in 

two highly prolific Booroola crossbred flocks and Romney 

flock. Anim. Reprod. Sci., 12: 47- 61.  
Huber, k., Walter, c., Schroder, B.and Breves, G. (2002): 
Phosphate transport in the duodenum and jujenum of goats 

and its adaptation by dietary phosphate and calcium. Anim. 

J. Physiol. Regulayory, Integ. Comp.  Physiol., 283:296-

302.  

Kaulfuss, K. H.; Schramm, D.; and Berttram, M. 
(2000): Effect of genotype, age of dams, litter size, birth 

weight and rams on morphological parameters of the 

placenta in sheep. Dtsch. Thieraztl Wochenscher, 107(7): 

269-275. 

Knight, T. W.; Lynch, P. R.; Hall, D. R. H.; and Hockey, 
H. U. P. (1988): Identification of factors contributing to the 
improved lamb survival in Marshal Romney sheep. NZJ 

Agric. Res., 31: 259-271. 

Kuchel, R. C. and D. R.  Lindsay.  (1999): Maternal 

behaviour and the survival of lambs in superfine wool 

sheep. Reprod. Fertil. Dev. 11(7-8): 391-394. 

Lindsay, D. R.; Nowak, R.; Putu, I. G.; and McNeill, D. 
(1990): Behavioural interactions between the ewe and her 
young at parturition : a vital step for the lamb. In: 

Reproductive physiology of Merino sheep-concepts and 

consequences. Perth: University of Western Australia, p. 

191-205. 

Mallard, E. C.; Ress, S.; Stringer, M.; Cock, M. L.; and 
Harding, R. (1998): Effects of chronic placental 

insufficiency on brain development in fetal sheep. Pediater 

Res., 43: 262-270. 

Mellor, D. J. and K. J.  Stafford.  (2004): Animal welfare 

implications of neonatal mortality and morbidity in farm 

animals. Vet. J., 168: 118-133. 

Morris, C. A.; Hickey, S. M. and Clarke, J. N. (2000): 
Genetic and environmental factors affecting lamb survival 

at birth and through to weaning. J. Agric. Res. 70: 135-143. 

126                                                                                                                                    BS. VET. MED. J.  5
TH
  SCI. CONF. 

 



 

Mourad, M.; Gbanamou, G. and Blade, I. B. (2001): 
Performance of Djallonke sheep under an extensive system 

of production in Faranah, Guinea, Trop. Anim. Health. 

Prod. Oct., 33. 

Nowak, R. and D. R. Lindsay. (1990): Effect of genotype 
and litter size on discrimination of mothers by their twelve-

hour old lambs. Behaviour, 115:1-13. 

Nowak, R.; Porter, R.H.; Levy, F.; Orgeur, P.; and 
Schaal, B. (2000): Role of the mother–young interactions 

in the survival of the offspring in domestic mammals. Rev. 

Reprod., 5: 153-163. 

Nowak, R., and P.  Poindron.  (2006): From birth to 

colostrum: early steps leading to lamb survival. Reprod 

Nutr Dev., 46 (4): 431 -46. 

O’Connor, C. E. and A. B. Lawrence.  (1992): 
Relationship between lamb vigour and ewe behaviour at 

parturition. Animal Prod., 54: 361-366. 

Purser, A. E. and G. B. Young.  (1983): Mothering ability 

in two hill flocks. Br.   Vet. J., 139: 296-306.  

Rathray, P. V.; Thompson, K. F.; Hawker, H. and 
Summer, R. M. W. (1987): Pastures for sheep production. 
In: Nicol A. M. (ed.) Livestock feeding on pasture. New 

Zealand Society of Animal Production. Ocasional 

Publication No. 10, pp. 89-103. 

Rees, S.; Mallard, C.; Breen, S.; Stringer, M.; Cock, M.; 
and Harding, R. (1998): Fetal brain injury following 
prolonged hypoxemia and placental insufficiency : a 

review. Compar Biochem. Physio; 653 – 60. 

Rowland, J. P.; Salmon, M. D.; Kimberling, C. V.; 
Schweitzer, D. J. and Keefe, T. (1992): Epidemiologic 

factors involved in perinatal lamb mortality on four range 

sheep operations. Am. J. Vet. Res., 53(2):262-267. 

SAS (1996): Statistical Analysis System. User's Guide 

Statistics. SAS Institute, Cary, North Carolina. 

Schermer, S. J.; Bird, J. A.; Lomax, M. A.; shepherd, D. 
A., and symonds, M. E.  (1996): Effect of fetal 

thyroidectomy on brown adipose tissue and 

thermoregulation in new born lambs .Reprod  Fertil  Dev ; 8 

(6) : 995 – 1002 . 

Schroder, B. and G. Breves.  (1996): Mechanisms of 

phosphate uptake into brush- border membrane vesicles 

from goat jejunum. J. Comp. Physiol. B. 166: 230- 240. 

Scott, D.; Robins, S. P.; Nicol, P.; Chen, X. B.; and 
Buchan, w. (1994): Effects of low phosphate intake on 
bone and mineral metabolism and microbial protein 

synthesis in lambs. Exp. Physiol. Mar; 79(2): 183- 7.  

Scott, D.; Loveridge, N.; Nicodemo, L.; Buchan, w.; 
Milne, J.; Duncan, A.; Nicol, P.; and  Robins, S. P. 
(1997): Effect of diets varying in nitrogen or phosphorus 
content on indicators of bone growth in lambs. Exp. 

Physiol. Jan; 82(1): 193- 202.  
Shrestha, j. N. B. and D. P. Heaney. (1990): Genetic basis 
of variation in reproductive performance. 2. Genetic 

correlation between gestation length and prolificacy in 

sheep. Anim Reprod  Sci. 23 : 305 – 317 . 

Slee, J. (1981): A review of genetics aspects of survival and 
resistance to cold in new born lambs. Livestock prod. Sci., 

8: 419-429. 

Slee, J. and A. Springbett. (1986): Early post-natal 
behaviour in lambs of ten breeds. Appl. Anim. Beha. Sci., 

15:229-240. 

Stephenson, T., H. Budge, A. Mostyn, S. Pearce, R. 
Webb, and Symonds, M. E. (2001): Fetal and neonatal 
adipose maturation : Aprimary site of cytokine and 

cystokine-receptor action. Biochem. Soc. Trans., 29: 80-85 

Symonds, M. E., D. C. Andrews, and Johnson, P. (1989): 
The controls of thermoregulation in the developing lamb 

during slow wave sleep. J. Dev. Physiol. 11: 289-298. 

Tuah, A. K. and J. Baah. (1985): Reproductive 

performance, pre-weaning growth rate and pre-weaning 

lamb mortality of Djallonke sheep in Gahana. Trop. Anim. 

Health  Prod. 17(2): 107- 113. 

Wassmuth, R.; Loer, A. and H. Langhoes.  (2001): Vigor 
of lambs newly born to out door wintering ewes. Anim Sci., 

72: 169-178. 

Wrutniak, C., A. Veyre, and  G. Cabello.  (1990): 
Unusual features of neonatal thyroid Function in small-

for—gestational-age-lambs- origin of plasma T3 and T4 

deficiencies. J. Dev. Physiol. 14:7-15. 

Xtu kvNrك اNOPQن pqr اWXQدة ]no\ت درj kl^ارca\ وfghل و ca\bd\ و ]b\ن a`_^ه\ ]XZع اWXQدة ووزن اNOPQن 

  .fZr اWXQدة

            wxhاXgQا yxأه fxjدة أWXQا fg[ نNOPQك اXtu ^n{gب            یXu^~xQا �xtr لX�xPtQ ع^�xQا �xQإ \cQXxوو� \cـxـl\gZ[ \xc�\naار �xtr ^_�xa �x{Qا
           \ca\bdل وfgh wbtqaن وNOPQارة ه�ة ا^j klت در\n_ �Qا �Qی�دى ذ y_ �hو ka\نX�O[ �Z�Qك      ٠اXtxu kxbOن أه\xbnQ kxuراfQة ا�xی� ه^lا أ�cQو 

           xhو �xb�\bOb�Qوا �blXQXb~x�Qات ا^xb�{Qا �xg[ �h �nj\ی� \hن وNOPQا          �xr ��\x{ZQت ا^�xuأ fxvدة وWXxQا fxZr نNxOPQد ووزن اfxg[ �^_\xa ىf
 �aا�:-  
 Xtu ^_`aك اNOPQن pqr اWXQدة ]XZع اWXQدة ووزن وWدة اNOPQن �xbj آ\ن�x اNxOPQن ا�xh kx�a\ZQ اWXxQدة اkxb_NoQ و اNxOPQن ذات               -١

v^�{uن   واNOPQا �v\ـــ[ �r \ً�  Oh٠\ أدى إa �Q`خ^ وktv رض\�d  \c{r اXvXQف واQ^ض\kr  و�v أ�Xل�اXQزن ا���ZOQ أwv ن�\
 أدى a`خ^ وktv اQ^ض\�d kr اNxOPQن ا�xh kx�a\ZQ اWXxQدة اkxb_NoQ واNxOPQن ذات اXxQزن ا���ZxOQ إ�xQ ان��x\ض X{~xhى ه^Xhنx\ت                 -٢

              xtr \xcaار^j kxlدر �xd \ًxإن��\ض pnxu \xOh kxv\¥Qج ا\x{ن§[ �b¥na^OQر اX�uX�Qا ^�Zrو kbvرfQة اf�Qدة       اWXxQا �xh �xQم ا¨و\xث أیNoxQى اfxh �
خـــــxxـNل ا¨Xnxxuع ا¨ول �xxh اWXxxQدة �v\xx[ �xxr اNxxOPQن % )  ٧٥,١٨ و ٦٦,١٦( وآx\ن �Q�xxQ أ_xx^ة �xxd ارxx�a\ع نkn~xx وxxbd\ت ه�xxة اNxxOPQن  

( أو k¥xxuX{h اXxxQزن  % ) ٨٤,٣( وأی�xxr \�xx اNxxOPQن ذات  اXxxQزن اxx�a^OQ´    % ) ٣٨,٩( أو اQــــــــــxxـ}Xأم % ) ٥٥,٤( Xxxuاء اxx�Q^دي  
٠% ) ١٠  
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