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ABSTRACT 

Background: Neonatal sepsis is a life threatening yet treatable condition. Clinical 
features of sepsis are non-specific in neonates; a high index of suspicion is required 
for timely diagnosis. Non- infectious disorders may produce hematological changes 
similar to those seen with infections. 

The aim of the work: was to evaluate the items of the hematological septic score used 
in Ahmed Maher Teaching Hospital to predict neonatal sepsis. 

Patient and Methods: Data collected included; 1- history of predisposing factors. 2- 
Clinical criteria suggestive of sepsis 3- Hematological septic score from 0-7. 4- Blood 
culture results. The collecting data were analyzed. Significance of the clinical criteria 
was done by T-test, chi- square and Fischer`s exact test. Significance of each of 
individual hematological items was assessed by its sensitivity, specificity, positive 
predictive value and negative predicative value. Combination scores 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 
were also assessed in the same way. 

Results and discussion: The study was completed with 548 cases. Clinical signs that 
were statistically significantly associated with culture positive (proven cases) of 
neonatal septicemia were seizures (p = 0.0), irritability, lethargy and poor feeding 
(p<0.001), hypo or hyperthermia (p<0.02), respiratory symptoms (p<0.05) and 
(p<0.05). So these clinical characteristics could be used as predictive signs of 
neonatal sepsis with poor diagnostic value. The only individual hematological score 
that could be used to predict neonatal sepsis was I/T ratio > 0.2 that had sensitivity 
71% and negative predictive value 86%. All other tests had poor sensitivity. 
Combination scores 2, 3, 4 and 5 had also very poor sensitivity values (28.6%, 92.8%, 
53.3% and 53.3%) respectively. Only combination score 6 had a sensitivity of 84.2%. 
So, it could be considered as a predictor for diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 

Conclusion and Recommendation: The hematological scoring system used in the 
neonatology department in Ahmad Maher Teaching Hospital was of limited value in 
early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. New techniques should be included in the 
laboratory septic score used in Ahmad Maher Teaching Hospital. 
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INTRODUCTION 

     Neonatal septicemia is a 
clinical syndrome of bacteremia 
characterized by systemic signs 
and symptoms in the first month 
of life. (1) It is estimated that in 
the developing countries 20% of 
all neonates develop sepsis (2), 
and it is responsible for 30-50% of 
total neonatal deaths. (3) Clinical 
features of sepsis are non-specific 
in neonates, and a high index of 
suspicious is required for timely 
diagnosis. (4) The gold standard 
for establishing a diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis is through culture. 
However, several factors, 
including the small blood volumes 
obtained from neonates, the 
presence of low or intermittent 
bacteremia, as well as maternal 
intrapartum antimicrobial 
exposure, can make the 
confirmation of sepsis in a neonate 
a diagnostic challenge (1, 2). 
Given that the clinical diagnosis of 
infection in a neonate is unreliable 
(3) and that excessive, 
unnecessary empiric antimicrobial 
therapy for the treatment of 
suspected sepsis can promote 
antimicrobial resistance.(5) 

     A practical septic screen has 
been described and used in many 
units. Some suggestions for 
antibiotics use until results of 
culture and sensitivity are 

available should be included in the 
protocol of each unit. (6) 

Aim of the work 

     The aim of this work was 
evaluation of items of the 
laboratory septic score used to 
predict neonatal sepsis in NICU in 
Ahmad Maher Teaching Hospital. 

PATIENTS AND METHODS 

     Retrospective study was done 
at NICU in Ahmad Maher 
Teaching Hospital to all cases 
admitted to the unit in two years 
throughout the period from 1st 
January 2017 till 31st December 
2018. 

     Data collected from each 
patient was as follows: 

• Complete history including; 
predisposing factors for sepsis 
(premature rupture of 
membranes > 18hours, 
chorioamnionitis and 
intrapartum fever), place of 
delivery, mode of delivery and 
gestational age (GA). 

• Clinical examination including 
weight, GA, and assessment of 
the clinical criteria suggestive 
of sepsis. 

• Apnea, retraction, grunting, 
cyanosis. 

• Bradycardia, tachycardia, 
hypotension, poor perfusion. 

• Seizures. 
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• Abdominal distention, pre-
feeding residual. 

• Irritability, lethargy, poor 
feeding. 

• Hepatomegaly or splenomegaly. 

• Hyperthermia or hypothermia. 

• Complete blood picture and 
assessment of hematological 
septic score from 0-7. 

1. Total leukocytic count: 

< 5000/mm3  

or > 25000/mm3 at birth  

or > 21000/mm3 at 72 hrs. 

1. Total polymorphonuclear 
leukocytic count < 
1750/mm3 or > 7500/mm3. 

2. Immature PMNL >400/mm3  

3. Immature/Total ratio (I/T) > 
0.2. 

4. Immature / mature ratio > 
0.3. 

5. Toxic granulations. 

6. Platelet count < 150000 in 
full term or < 100000 in 
preterm. 

Rodwell et al., 1988 (13) 

     This score is the one used in 
NICU in Ahmed Maher 
Teaching Hospital for its 
applicability in our hospital  

     Hematological septic score 
was repeated every three days 

all over the stay. All patients 
suspected of neonatal sepsis 
(presence of predisposing factor 
or clinical criteria suggestive of 
sepsis or hematological septic 
score 3/7 or more) at admission 
or at any time during the stay 
were subjected to blood culture 
immediately. 

Exclusion criteria: 

1. Cases not suspicious of sepsis  

2. Any patient who did not 
complete his laboratory works 
either the complete blood picture 
or the blood culture. 

Statistical Analysis: 

     The collected data were 
analyzed. In evaluating the 
significance of the clinical 
characteristics in diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis, parametric tests 
were used for comparison (t-test 
for variable with normal 
distribution), as well as non-
parametric tests (when the variable 
showed no normal distribution). 
Chi-square test and Fisher`s exact 
test. (When necessary) with 
significant set at 95%. 

     In the evaluating the items of 
hematological score, we measured 
the sensitivity, specificity, positive 
predictive value and negative 
predictive value for each of the 
seven items. 
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     Thus we calculated the 
sensitivity, specificity, positive 
predictive value, and negative 
predictive value of combination 

scores 2,3,4,5 and 6 (average of all 
possible combination of each 
score). 

RESULTS 
• Total number of admissions 

during the period from 
1/1/2017– 31/12/2018 were 
734 cases. 

• 276 cases were excluded from 
the study; 231 were not 
suspicious of sepsis, 45 did 
not complete their laboratory 
investigations ( 33 died within 
few hours of admission before 
taking blood culture from 
them and in 12 cases blood 

culture bottles were not 
available)  

• So the study was completed 
with 458 cases who are 
clinically suspected as 
neonatal sepsis. 

• Positive blood culture was 
documented in 48 cases 
representing an isolation rate 
of 10.5%  

• 73 cases died during the study 
representing a mortality rate 
of 16% 

Table (1): Demographic characteristic of studied cases 

 Number (458)  Percent  
Gestational age (weeks)   

>37w 209 45.4
<37w 249 54.6 
Sex    

Male  271 59.2
Female  187 40.8 

Mode of delivery    
Vaginal  190 41.5 

Cesarean section 268 58.5 
Place of delivery    

Hospital  385 84.1 
Private clinic  50 10.9 

Home 23 5
Type of suspected sepsis     

Early onset 264 57.6 
Late onset 194 42.4 

Rate of isolation    
Full term (>37w)  27 56 
Preterm (<37w)  21 44 
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Predisposing factor   
PROM 171 37.4

chorioamoninitis   22 4.8
intra-partum fever 11 2.4

No apparent risk factor 254 55.4

 
     This Table shows that Sepsis 
was more common in male then 
female. Cesarean section was the 

main mode of delivery at 
hospital; Early onset sepsis was 
the main type of sepsis. 

Table (2): Correlation between the clinical findings and the result of 
blood cultures in studied cases 

 Number Blood culture 
results

p-
value 

+ve -ve
a-Respiratory symptoms; 
respiratory distress 

304 26 278  0.05 

b- Bradycardia, hypotension, 
poor perfusion 

46 3 43 0.26 

c- Seizures  68 22 46 0.000 
d- Abdominal distension, pre-
fed residual  

160 19 147 0.6 

e- Irritability, lethargy, poor 
feeding  

234 12 222 0.001 

F- Hepatomegaly, 
splenomegaly  

35 7 28 0.05 

G- Hyper or hypothermia 77 10 67 0.02 
 
     This table shows that the 
signs and symptoms that were 
statistically highly significantly 
associated with culture positive 

(proven cases) of neonatal 
septicemia were seizures, 
irritability, lethargy and poor 
feeding, hypo- hyperthermia. 
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Table (3): Evaluation of sensitivity and specificity of hematological 
items in neonates with proven sepsis by positive blood 
culture 

item 
Sensitivity 

(%) 
Specificity 

(%) 

Positive 
predictive 
value (%)  

Negative 
predictive 
value (%) 

Accuracy 

a-Total leukocytic 
count 

5 54 11  85 81 

b-Total 
polymorpho-
nuclear leukocytic 
count  

24.1 85.2 22 89.6 90 

c- Immature 
polymorpho- 
nuclear leukocyte 

27 67.2 11.2 85.8 61.8 

d- Immature/Total 
ratio  

71 87.2 78 86 76.5 

e- 
Immature/Mature 
ratio 

5 95.3 14 86.7 83.3 

f- Toxic 
granulations   

13.4 81.5 10 86 72.5 

g- Platelet count  18.4 92.5 27.4 88.1 82.6 

 
     This table shows that 
alteration in the total leukocytic 
count was of poor value in early 
diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. The 

immature/total ratio of 
neutrophils is accepted for early 
diagnosis of neonatal sepsis 

Table (4): Evaluation of hematological scoring system in neonates 
with proven sepsis by positive blood culture 

Hematologica
l score  

(out of 7) 

Sensitivity 
(%) 

Specificity 
(%) 

Positive 
Predictive 
value (%) 

Negative 
predictive 
value (%)  

2 28.6 67.8 13.8 86.6 
3 42.8 55.2 12.3 86.5 
4 53.3 46.8 12.9 81.9 
5 53.3 54.8 38.5 75.1 
6 84.2 25.1 13.3 86.2 

 
     This table shows that the 
presence of six abnormal 
parameters had a statistically 

significant role in early diagnosis 
of neonatal sepsis.  
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DISCUSSION 

     Early diagnosis and treatment 
of neonatal sepsis is essential to 
prevent severe life threatening 
complications. In this era of multi-
drug resistance, it is mandatory to 
avoid unnecessary use of 
antibiotics. Thus rapid diagnostic 
test(s) that differentiate infected 
from non- infected infants, have 
the potential to make a significant 
impact on neonatal care. (7) 

     Unfortunately, clinical signs 
are non-specific and often 
manifest themselves in the 
absence of positive culture. 
Positive cultures ranged from 8%-
73% in the diagnosis of potential 
neonatal sepsis. An additional 
drawback of cultured- based 
diagnosis is the 24-48 hours assay 
time. (8) 

     In our study, the clinical signs 
and symptoms that were 
statistically highly significantly 
associated with culture positive 
(proven cases) of neonatal 
septicemia were seizures (p= 0.0), 
irritability, lethargy and poor 
feeding (p<0.001), hypo- 
hyperthermia (p value<0.02). Also 
the presence of respiratory signs 
or hepatomegaly or splenomegaly 
where significantly associated 
with culture positive (proven 
cases) of neonatal septicemia 
where p-value in both cases were 
<0.05. 

     Fanaroff et al., 1988 in their 
study of 395 patients with positive 
blood culture (proven sepsis) 
reported that the presenting 
features of neonatal septicemia 
were increasing apnea (55%), 
feeding intolerance, abdominal 
distention or guaiac positive stool 
(43%), increasing respiratory 
effort (29%), lethargy and 
hypothermia (23%). (9) 

     However, other studies 
Luciano et al., 2011 and Weber 
et al., 2003 when they studied the 
significance of these clinical 
characteristics in early diagnosis 
of neonatal sepsis they found that 
none of the clinical characteristics 
used in our study showed 
precision to distinguish between 
the two studied groups (proven 
sepsis and suspected sepsis) where 
p value was > 0.05 in studying 
each of these characteristics. (10) 
and (11). 

     So, the clinical characteristics 
could be described as predictive 
signs with low diagnostic value 
for neonatal sepsis, needing other 
associated diagnostic proof to 
confirm the diagnosis. 

     Beside the laboratory 
alterations for the diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis, the patient clinical 
situation should be valued as the 
risk of bacterial infection in 
asymptomatic infants is very low. 
(12). 
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     Considering the high morbidity 
and mortality associated with 
neonatal sepsis, tests with high 
sensitivity and high negative 
predictive value are most desirable 
because all infants with sepsis 
have to be identified. (13) 

     In our study, alterations in the 
total leukocytic count had a 
sensitivity 5%, specificity 54%, 
positive predictive value 11% and 
negative predictive value 85%, so 
these parameters was of poor 
value in early diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis. Similar data were 
reported by Rodwell et al., 1988 
(14) and Kuruvilla, 1998 (15). 
However, Khair et al 2010 found 
that  alterations in the total 
leukocytic count had a sensitivity 
50%, specificity 91%, positive 
predictive value 43% and negative 
predictive value 93%, (16), thus 
he  reported that alteration in the 
total leukocytic count acts as a 
good parameter for confirmation 
of sepsis. 

     In our study, alterations in the 
absolute neutophilic count 
(neutropenia or neutophilia) had a 
sensitivity 24.1%, specificity 
85.2%, positive predicative value 
22% and negative predictive value 
89.6%, so this parameter was not 
statistically significant for the 
early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 
This coincides with the data found 
by Khair et al., 2010 (17). 

     In our study, increase in the 
immature neutrophil count had a 
sensitivity 27%, specificity 67.2%, 
positive predictive value 11.2%, 
and negative predictive value 
85.8%. Nearly similar results were 
reported by Khair et al., 2010. So, 
this parameter could not be used 
alone for early diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis. 

     The immature/total ratio of 
neutrophils (I/T ratio) had a 
sensitivity 71%, specificity 87.2%, 
positive predictive value 78% and 
negative predictive value 86%. So, 
this parameter was the only 
accepted one statistically in our 
study for early diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis due to its relatively 
high sensitivity and negative 
predictive value. More evident 
data for this parameter were found 
by Rodwell et al., 1988 who 
found that alteration in the I/T 
ratio had sensitivity 96%, and 
negative predictive value 99%, 
and Khair et al., 2010 who 
reported that I/T ratio > 0.2 had a 
sensitivity 100%, and negative 
predictive value 100%. 

     In our study, alteration in the 
immature/mature ratio of 
neutrophils (I/M ratio) showed 
very poor value in diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis as sensitivity was 
only 5%, specificity 95.3% 
positive predictive value 14% and 
negative predictive value 86.7%. 
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However, different data were 
found by Ghosh et al., 2001 who 
found that this parameter had a 
sensitivity 93%, specificity 81%, 
positive predictive value 32%, and 
negative predictive value 99%. 
(16) Khair et al, 2010 who 
reported that I/M ratio > 0.3 had a 
sensitivity 100%, specificity71%, 
positive predictive value 11%, and 
negative predictive value 100%. 
These studies reported that this 
parameter could be used as a 
predictor for infection. 

     In our study, thrombocytopenia 
had a sensitivity 18.4%, specificity 
92.5%, positive predicative value 
27.4%, and negative predictive 
value 88.1%. So 
thrombocytopenia could not be 
used as a specific marker for early 
diagnosis sepsis. Similar 
conclusion was reported by other 
study by Shirin et al 2005, (18) 

     In our study, the presence of 
toxic granulations was not 
statistically significant in 
diagnosis of neonatal sepsis as it 
had sensitivity 13.4%, specificity 
81.5%, positive predictive value 
10%, and negative predictive 
value 86%. 

     As no single individual 
hematological parameter had a 
very high sensitivity and negative 
predictive value to be a reliable 
single test for early diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis, combination of 

these parameters in the form of 
hematological septic score had 
been recommended. 

     In our study, combination score 
2 had a sensitivity 28.6%, 
specificity 67.8%, positive 
predictive value 13.8%, negative 
predictive value 86.6%. 
Combination scores 3, 4, 5 had a 
better sensitivity value of 42.8%. 
53.3% and 53.3% respectively. 
However, these scores had a poor 
statistically significant value for 
early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 

     However, in the study done by 
khair et al ., 2010, the 
combination score 3 had a 
sensitivity of 100%, specificity 
21% , positive predictive value 
15%, and negative predictive 
value 100%, while the 
combination score 4 had also 
100% sensitivity and 100% 
negative predictive value, but with 
higher specificity 60 %, and 
positive predictive value 26%. So 
this study concluded that both 
combination scores 3 and 4 could 
be used as a screening test for 
early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 
However, score 4 is more reliable. 

     In our study, combination score 
6 had a sensitivity 84.2%, 
specificity 25.1%, positive 
predictive value 13.3%,and 
negative predictive value 86.2%. 
This meant that the presence of six 
abnormal parameters had a 
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statistically significant role in 
early diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 

     In our study, combination 
scores 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, had 
specificity values ranging from 
25.1% to 67.8 these values are 
lower than the specificity of each 
of the seven individual parameters 
that ranged from 54% to 95.3%. 
So these combination score had no 
role even in the confirmation of 
the presence of neonatal sepsis. 

CONCLUSION 

• Presence of any of these clinical 
signs suggestive of neonatal 
sepsis (seizures, irritability, 
lethargy, poor feeding, hypo or 
hyperthermia, respiratory 
symptoms or organomegaly) 
could be a predictive sign with 
low diagnostic value for early 
diagnosis of neonatal sepsis. 

• Increase I/T ratio > 0.2 was the 
only individual hematological 
parameter that could be useful 
for early diagnosis of neonatal 
sepsis but with limited 
sensitivity value. 

• Presence of six abnormal 
hematological parameters 
(combined score 6) was the 
only scoring system that had 
statistically significant value in 
early diagnosis of neonatal 
sepsis. 

     We concluded that 
hematological scoring system used 

in the neonatology unit in Ahmad 
Maher Teaching Hospital was of 
limited value in early diagnosis of 
neonatal sepsis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Consider other diagnostic test 
such as erythrocyte 
sedimentation rate, C - reactive 
protein, pre-calcitonin, CD 64, 
and polymerase chain reaction 
for diagnosis of neonatal 
septicemia. 

2. The hematological scoring 
system used in the neonatology 
department in Ahmad Maher 
Teaching Hospital should be 
updated and re-evaluated.  

REFERENCES 

1. Cloberty J.P & Stark R. (1998): 
(Ed) Manual of neonatal case: 1998. 

2. Jain NK, Jain VM, Maheshware 
S. (2003): Clinical profile of 
Neonatal sepsis. Kathmadu 
University Medical Journal (2003) 
vol.1, No.2, 117-120. 

3. Haque KH. (1998): Infection and 
immunity in the Newborn. In Forfan 
and Arneil’s textbook of pediatrics 
(5th edition). Eds Campbell AGM 
Macintosh N. Pearson professional 
limited. 1998: pp 273-289. 

4. Gotoff SP. (1996): Neonatal Sepsis 
and meningitis: in: Nelson textbook 
of pediatrics. ( 15th edition)  Eds 
Behraman RE, Kleigman RM, 
Arbin AM. Philadelphia, WB 
Saunders Company. 1996: pp: 528-
537. 



EVALUATION OF THE SEPTIC SCORE IN NICU AT AHMAD MAHER TEACHING HOSPITAL 
 Raghdaa M. Ali MD, Manal El-Sayed MD, Omnia Salah El-Din MD 

 805

5. Pui-Ying T, (2017): Cathrine M, 
Diagnostics for neonatal sepsis: 
current approaches and future 
directions. Pediatric Research, 
(2017) vol. 82, 574-583 

6. Agrawal R, Sarkar N, Deorary 
AK and Paul VK. (2001): Sepsis 
in newborn. Ind. J. Pediatrics Dec 
2001; 68: 1143-1147. 

7. UK Mishra, SE Jacobs, LW 
Dayle, and SM Garland. (2005): 
New approaches to the diagnosis of 
early onset neonatal sepsis. Clininal 
Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases accepted. Oct 24, 2005. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/a
rticles/PMC 2672708/ 

8. Buttery JP. Blood culture in 
newborns and children:  optimizing 
an everyday test. Arch Dis Child 
Fetal Neonatal Ed 2991. 87F25-
F28. ( PMC free article) ( Pub Med) 

9. Fanaroff AA, Koroness SB 
Wright LL, Verter J, Poland RL, 
Bauer CR, Tyson JE, Philips JB 
3rd, (1988): Edwards W, Lucey JF, 
Caty CS, Shonkaran S,OhW. 
Incidence, presenting features, risk 
factors, and significance of late 
onset septicemia in very low birth 
weight infants. The National 
Instittute of Child Health and 
Human Development  Neonatal 
Research  Network [ pediatr Infect 
Dis J.1988] 

10. Luciano de Assis Meireless, Alan 
Araujo Viera, and Carolina 
Roella Costa. (2011): Evaluation of 
the neonatal sepsis diagnosis: use of 
clinical and laboratory Parameters 
as diagnosis factors Revista da 
Escola de Enfermagem da USP. 
Version ISSN 0080-6234. 
Rev.esc.enferm. USP vol.45 no.1 

Sao Paulo Mar.2011 

11. Weber MW, Carlin JB, 
Gatchalian S, Lehmann D, Muhe 
L, Mulholland EK, et al. (2003): 
Predictors of neonatal sepsis in 
developing countries. Pediatr. Infect 
Dis J, 2003; 22 (8): 711-7. 

12. Escabor GJ, LiDK, 
ArmstrongMA, Gardner. MN, 
Folck BF, Verdi JE, et al. (2000): 
Neonatal Sepsis workups in infants 
>= 2000 grams at birth: a 
population- based study. Pediatrics. 
2000; 106 ( 2pt1): 256-63. 

13. Zaki MEIS, (2009): Sayed HEI. 
Evaluation of microbiologic and 
hematologic parameters and 
E.selectin as early predictors for 
outcome of neonatal sepsis. Arch 
Pathol Lab Med. 2009; 133:1291-
1296. 

14. Rodwell RL, Leslie AL, Tudehope 
D I. (1988): Early diagnosis of 
Neonatal Sepsis using a 
hematological scoring system. J 
Pediatric 1988; 112: 761-767. 

15. Kuruvilla KA, Pillai S, Jesudason 
M, Jana AK. (1988): Bacterial 
Profile sepsis in a neonatal unit in 
South India. Indian Pediatrics. 
1998; 35: 851-858. 

16. Khalada Binte Khair, 
Mohammad Asadur Rahman, 
Tuhin Sultana, Chandan Kumar 
Roy, Md. Quddusur Rahman, 
Mohammod Shahidullah, 
A.N.Nashimuddin Ahmed. (2010): 
Role of Hematologic scoring 
System in Early Diagnosis of 
Neonatal Septicemia [ BSMMU  J 
2010; 3, Issue 2, 62-67] 

17. Ghosh S, Mittal M, Jaganathan G. 
(2001):Early diagnosis of Neonatal 



Al-Azhar Journal of Ped.                  Vol. 23               No. 47             Jan 2017 

 806

Sepsis using a hematological scoing 
system. Indian J Med Sci 2001; 
55(9): 495-500. 

18. Shirin M, Hossaini MM, Mamun 
M AA, Chowdhurry NA, Qader 
A. (2005): Senstivity and specificity 

of c-reactive protein ( CRP) and 
thrombocytopenia in the diagnosis 
of neonatal sepsis. Bangladesh J 
Child Health. 2005; 29(2): 41-
45:20. 



EVALUATION OF THE SEPTIC SCORE IN NICU AT AHMAD MAHER TEACHING HOSPITAL 
 Raghdaa M. Ali MD, Manal El-Sayed MD, Omnia Salah El-Din MD 

 807

تقييم العلامات الاكلينكيه والفحوصات المعملية 
التى تستخدم لتشخيص مرض تسمم الدم بقسم 

ر الأطفال حديثى الولادة بمستشفى أحمد ماه
  التعليمى

  دكتورا طب الاطفال وحديثي الولادة، د رغداء محمود علي

  دكتورا الباثولوجيا الاكلينكية مستشفي احمد ماهر التعليمي، د أمنية صلاح الدين

مѧѧѧѧѧرض تسѧѧѧѧѧمم الѧѧѧѧѧدم مѧѧѧѧѧن الأمѧѧѧѧѧراض التѧѧѧѧѧى تهѧѧѧѧѧدد حيѧѧѧѧѧاة الأطفѧѧѧѧѧال          

المولѧѧѧѧѧودين خѧѧѧѧѧلال الأربعѧѧѧѧѧة أسѧѧѧѧѧابيع الأولѧѧѧѧѧى مѧѧѧѧѧن العمѧѧѧѧѧر ، وقѧѧѧѧѧد اثبتѧѧѧѧѧت 

دراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المتعѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧددة أن التشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص السѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧريع للمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧريض هѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧو أهѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم ال

العوامѧѧѧѧѧѧل التѧѧѧѧѧѧى تسѧѧѧѧѧѧاعد علѧѧѧѧѧѧى شѧѧѧѧѧѧفاء الطفѧѧѧѧѧѧل المصѧѧѧѧѧѧاب بنسѧѧѧѧѧѧبه كبيѧѧѧѧѧѧرة . 

تѧѧѧѧѧѧأتى صѧѧѧѧѧѧعوبة تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض فѧѧѧѧѧѧى كѧѧѧѧѧѧون الأعѧѧѧѧѧѧراض المصѧѧѧѧѧѧاحبة 

للمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧريض، وكثيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧر مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة لتشخيصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه تتشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧارك 

مѧѧѧѧѧع كثيѧѧѧѧѧر مѧѧѧѧѧن الأمѧѧѧѧѧراض التѧѧѧѧѧى تصѧѧѧѧѧيب المواليѧѧѧѧѧد فѧѧѧѧѧى هѧѧѧѧѧذا العمѧѧѧѧѧر ، 

هنѧѧѧѧѧا كانѧѧѧѧѧت الحاجѧѧѧѧѧة الماسѧѧѧѧѧة لوجѧѧѧѧѧود آليѧѧѧѧѧات لتشѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧرض  ومѧѧѧѧѧن

   تجمع بين الدقة الشديدة وسرعة النتائج المرجوة

الغѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن هѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧذا البحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧث هѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧو عمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧل تقيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧيم للعلامѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات          

الاكلينكيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه والفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة التѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى تسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتخدم لتشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص 

المѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض بقسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم الأطفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال حѧѧѧѧѧѧѧديثى الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧولادة بمستشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧفى أحمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧد مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاهر 

  . التعليمى
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تѧѧѧѧѧѧم عمѧѧѧѧѧѧل دراسѧѧѧѧѧѧة مسѧѧѧѧѧѧبقة لجميѧѧѧѧѧѧع الحѧѧѧѧѧѧالات التѧѧѧѧѧѧى تѧѧѧѧѧѧم دخولهѧѧѧѧѧѧا          

 – 1/1/2009للقسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم علѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدى عѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧامين خѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧلال الفتѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرة مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن 

  :. تم دراسة الأتي فى كل مريض 31/12/2010

التѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاريخ المرضѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى للطفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧل شѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاملاً أى مسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧببات سѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاعدت علѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى . 1

   بعد الولادة –الولادة  –حصول المريض فى فترات الحمل 

  . ينيكى شامل للطفلفحص اكل. 2

صѧѧѧѧѧورة دم كاملѧѧѧѧѧة مѧѧѧѧѧع عѧѧѧѧѧدد كѧѧѧѧѧرات الѧѧѧѧѧدم البيضѧѧѧѧѧاء الكلѧѧѧѧѧى والنѧѧѧѧѧوعى . 3

غيѧѧѧѧѧѧر ناضѧѧѧѧѧѧجة ) وعѧѧѧѧѧѧدد الصѧѧѧѧѧѧفائح الدمويѧѧѧѧѧѧة مѧѧѧѧѧѧع  –( خلايѧѧѧѧѧѧا ناضѧѧѧѧѧѧجة 

  .7 –إعطاء تقييم معملي من صفر 

أى طفѧѧѧѧѧѧل بѧѧѧѧѧѧه عامѧѧѧѧѧѧل مسѧѧѧѧѧѧبب للمѧѧѧѧѧѧرض أو حصѧѧѧѧѧѧل علѧѧѧѧѧѧى تقيѧѧѧѧѧѧيم          

وقѧѧѧѧѧѧت خѧѧѧѧѧѧلال أو أكثѧѧѧѧѧѧر عنѧѧѧѧѧѧد الѧѧѧѧѧѧدخول أو أى  3/7اكلينيكѧѧѧѧѧѧى أو معملѧѧѧѧѧѧي 

وجѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧودة بالقسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم تѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم عمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧل مزرعѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة وحساسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧية للѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدم لتشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص 

  .المرض بصورة قاطعه

أى مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧريض لѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم يسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتكمل أى مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن الأبحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاث السѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧابقة تѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم          

اسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتبعاده مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن البحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧث. تѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم تجميѧѧѧѧѧѧѧع نتѧѧѧѧѧѧѧائج البحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧث وعمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧل دراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة 

احصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧائيه للنتѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧائج لبيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧان أى مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن العلامѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات الاكلينيكيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه أو 

دم فѧѧѧѧѧѧى القسѧѧѧѧѧѧم كانѧѧѧѧѧѧت لѧѧѧѧѧѧه أهميѧѧѧѧѧѧه الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧة التѧѧѧѧѧѧى تسѧѧѧѧѧѧتخ

  .احصائيه فى التشخيص السريع للمرض

حالѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة . عѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدد  548عѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدد الحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات التѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى اسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتكملت البحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧث          

% مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن 10.5حالѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة بنسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧبه  48حѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧزارع الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدم الايجابيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة 

الحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات المشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتبه بهѧѧѧѧѧѧѧا . تѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم تقسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧيم الحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى حѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات تأكѧѧѧѧѧѧѧد 
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ايجابيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة )   إصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧابتها بمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض التسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧمم الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدموى  ( مزرعѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة دم

وحѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالات مشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتبه اصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧابتها بمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض التسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧمم الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدموى ( مزرعѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه دم 

سѧѧѧѧѧلبيه ) العلامѧѧѧѧѧات الاكلينيكيѧѧѧѧѧة التѧѧѧѧѧى كانѧѧѧѧѧت لهѧѧѧѧѧا أهميѧѧѧѧѧة احصѧѧѧѧѧائيه فѧѧѧѧѧى 

 تشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض كانѧѧѧѧѧѧѧت كѧѧѧѧѧѧѧالآتي . وجѧѧѧѧѧѧѧود تشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧنجات عصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧبية

(p=0.0)  ىѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧعوبة فѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧول أو صѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧبى أو خمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧطراب عصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاض ،

هبѧѧѧѧوط أو ارتفѧѧѧѧاع بدرجѧѧѧѧه حѧѧѧѧرارة  , (p<0.001  ) الرضѧѧѧѧاعة

، تضѧѧѧѧخم  (p<0.5) ، صѧѧѧѧعوبة فѧѧѧѧى التѧѧѧѧنفس (p<0.02) الجسѧѧѧѧم

أوجѧѧѧѧѧد البحѧѧѧѧѧث أن وجѧѧѧѧѧود أى مѧѧѧѧѧن  . (p<0.5) بالكبѧѧѧѧѧد أو الطحѧѧѧѧѧال

العلامѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات الاكلينيكيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة السѧѧѧѧѧѧѧابقة أدى الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى احتمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال الأصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧابه بمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض 

تسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧمم الأطفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال عنѧѧѧѧѧѧѧد الاطفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال حѧѧѧѧѧѧѧديثى الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧولادة وأن هѧѧѧѧѧѧѧذه الاحتمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال 

مѧѧѧѧѧѧن تدعيمѧѧѧѧѧѧه بفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧات معمليѧѧѧѧѧѧة لتأكيѧѧѧѧѧѧد التشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص الاكلينيكѧѧѧѧѧѧى لابѧѧѧѧѧѧد 

. الفحѧѧѧѧѧѧص المعملѧѧѧѧѧѧى الوحيѧѧѧѧѧѧد الѧѧѧѧѧѧذى كѧѧѧѧѧѧان لѧѧѧѧѧѧه أهميѧѧѧѧѧѧة احصѧѧѧѧѧѧائيه فѧѧѧѧѧѧى 

تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض كѧѧѧѧѧѧان ) نسѧѧѧѧѧѧبه عѧѧѧѧѧѧدد كѧѧѧѧѧѧرات الѧѧѧѧѧѧدم البيضѧѧѧѧѧѧاء الغيѧѧѧѧѧѧر 

فيѧѧѧѧѧѧل ( حيѧѧѧѧѧѧث بلѧѧѧѧѧѧغ ناضѧѧѧѧѧѧجة الѧѧѧѧѧѧى عѧѧѧѧѧѧدد كѧѧѧѧѧѧرات الѧѧѧѧѧѧدم البيضѧѧѧѧѧѧاء النيوترو

  .%86وقيمة التنبؤ السلبى له % 71نسبة حساسيتة 

         ѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم عمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة تѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة ، ودراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة المختلفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧع للفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧل تجمي

امكانيѧѧѧѧѧѧة تحسѧѧѧѧѧѧن نسѧѧѧѧѧѧبة حساسѧѧѧѧѧѧية تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض بأسѧѧѧѧѧѧتخدام هѧѧѧѧѧѧذه 

التجميعѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات . أوجѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدت الدراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة أن تجميѧѧѧѧѧѧѧع عѧѧѧѧѧѧѧدد أثنѧѧѧѧѧѧѧين أو ثلاثѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة أو 

أربعѧѧѧѧѧѧه أو خمسѧѧѧѧѧѧة مѧѧѧѧѧѧن هѧѧѧѧѧѧذه الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧة اذا كانѧѧѧѧѧѧت إيجابيѧѧѧѧѧѧه 

لѧѧѧѧѧѧم تسѧѧѧѧѧѧاعد علѧѧѧѧѧѧى تحسѧѧѧѧѧѧين نسѧѧѧѧѧѧبة حساسѧѧѧѧѧѧية تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض حيѧѧѧѧѧѧث 

يص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض لهѧѧѧѧѧѧذه التجمعѧѧѧѧѧѧات كѧѧѧѧѧѧالآتى غѧѧѧѧѧѧت نسѧѧѧѧѧѧب حساسѧѧѧѧѧѧيه تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخبل

) بالترتيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧب بينمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧا %53.3%  ،  %53.3 ، %42.8 ،  28.6(

وجѧѧѧѧѧѧدنا أن تجميѧѧѧѧѧѧع عѧѧѧѧѧѧدد سѧѧѧѧѧѧته مѧѧѧѧѧѧن هѧѧѧѧѧѧذه الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧات الاكلينيكيѧѧѧѧѧѧة اذا 
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% 84.2كانѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧت ايجابيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه رفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧع حساسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧية تشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى 

  .. %86.2وقيمة التنبؤ السلبى له 

ن الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة التѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى اسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتنتجت الدراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة أ         

اسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتخدمت للتشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المبكѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧر لمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرض تسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧمم الاطفѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧال حѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧديثى 

الѧѧѧѧѧѧѧولادة بمستشѧѧѧѧѧѧѧفى أحمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧد مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧاهر التعليمѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى لѧѧѧѧѧѧѧم تكѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن لهѧѧѧѧѧѧѧا أهميѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة 

احصѧѧѧѧѧѧائية فѧѧѧѧѧѧى تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص المѧѧѧѧѧѧرض بأسѧѧѧѧѧѧتثناء نسѧѧѧѧѧѧبه عѧѧѧѧѧѧدد كѧѧѧѧѧѧرات الѧѧѧѧѧѧدم 

البيضѧѧѧѧѧاء الغيѧѧѧѧѧر ناضѧѧѧѧѧجه الѧѧѧѧѧى عѧѧѧѧѧدد كѧѧѧѧѧرات الѧѧѧѧѧدم البيضѧѧѧѧѧاء النيوتروبيѧѧѧѧѧل 

وكѧѧѧѧѧذلك تجميѧѧѧѧѧع عѧѧѧѧѧدد سѧѧѧѧѧته نقѧѧѧѧѧاط ايجابيѧѧѧѧѧة ( بنسѧѧѧѧѧبه حساسѧѧѧѧѧية متوسѧѧѧѧѧطة) 

مѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن الفحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات المعمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة المسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧتخدمة ، ولكѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧن التطبيѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧق العملѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧى 

  .لاستخدام هذا العامل سيحد كثيراً من الاستفادة به

أوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧت الدراسѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧه ضѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧرورة اضѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧافه فحوصѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧات معمليѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧѧة          

جديѧѧѧѧѧѧدة تسѧѧѧѧѧѧاعد علѧѧѧѧѧѧى دقѧѧѧѧѧѧة وسѧѧѧѧѧѧرعة تشѧѧѧѧѧѧخيص مѧѧѧѧѧѧرض تسѧѧѧѧѧѧمم الѧѧѧѧѧѧدم 

  .فى أحمد ماهر التعليمىللأطفال حديثي الولادة بمستش

 


