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Antecedents and Outcomes of Social Capital among a Sample of Rural
People

Mohammed F.Ebad-Allah
Rural Development - Faculty of Agriculture-Tanta University, Egypt.

ABSTRACT

Study of social capital still need more precise theoretical and methodological efforts; even we can benefit
from its outcomes. This article has aimed to ensure that social capital exist in rural area;and, which cultural and
social conditions encourage social capital to work in rural context? and which outcomes can beyield?

For attempt these goals;A causal model was designed from several perspectives to be testable, this causal
model consisted of 7 exogenous and endogenous variables; these variables are grouped into three groups as
follow; the first group consist of generalized trust; norms of reciprocity; flow of information; cooperation of
community; and conflict of community as exogenous variables; the second group consist of social capital as
intervening and exogenous variable; and the third group consist of outcomes of development as endogenous
variable. Random multiple-stage and simple random sample was chosen; Thissample was consisted of 300
respondents from heads of rural household. A questionnaire and personal interview techniques were utilized to
collect data.To examine the goodness of fit of the causal model; Multivariate multiple regression analysis was
used. Results indicate that the main variables which havethe strongest uniquecontributions andcausal direct
effect in the modified model are the flow of information and generalized trust. These findings consist with the
main social capital conceptual frameworks such as Bourdieu, Coleman, Putnam, Ports, and Héuberer. The
implications of these results for understanding the antecedents and outcomes of social capitalare discussed.

Key words: Causal Model; Egypt;Heads of Rural Household; Outcomes of Development; Social Capital.
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