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Abstract

Impact of Gifts in Umayyad Andalusia
(138-422 AH Anno Hegirae/ 755-1031)

Gifts had an important role in history, for their impact on the spirit
of the recipient towards the gift-giver. This used to reflected on the
relationship between them. Hence, the present paper is interested in
studying the gifts given to the Umayyads in Andalusia, their impact
on scientific and social life. The first source of gifts used to be from
outside Andalusia; such as those of the Byzantines; which were
prominent in their diplomatic relations, and the gifts of the kings of
the Spanish kingdoms of northern Andalusia. The second source was
the various gifts of the princes of the Maghreb to the Umayyads,
including the finest of Morocco's rarities that gained admiration in
Andalusia. Add to this gifts given by some senior statesmen, such as
the gift of Ibn Shohid to Caliph Abdel-Rahman Al-Nasser. The
quality and contents of gifts had special connotations, sometimes
indicating amicability and friendship, or threat. They reflected the
spirit of the age and interest of the Umayyads in various matters,

having a clear impact in Andalusia, scientifically and socially.

Keywords: Gifts - Umayyads - Andalusia - Ibn Shohid - Abdel-
Rahman Al-Nasser
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