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The Position of the Italian Government in the June 1967 War
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This study deals with an important and critical period in
international relations. Israel attacked Egypt on June 5, 1967, and at that
time Italy's relations with the Arab world were generally good. On the
other hand, Israel has succeeded in strengthening its relations with Italy in
various fields. This success has been aided by the presence of strong Jewish
communities in Europe. In this sense, the Italian position towards the
Middle East crisis has crystallized.

The Italian Foreign Ministry's position played the role of mediator in
the crisis, and the position of the Italian government which is based on
constructive work is to try to reach a comprehensive solution through the
United Nations, at a time when the Italian government has confirmed that
Israel exists and remains, then the government Italian has changed its
policy of neutrality between the Arab countries and Israel to the policy of
support for Israel.

It should be noted that Italy's position during the crisis was a dual
position between the Foreign Ministry and the Italian parties. On the other
hand, the combined parties faced internal and external pressure, in
addition to the Italian public opinion sympathetic to Israel, as well as Italy's
total loyalty to the Atlantic Alliance and the United States of America which
supports the political and the material parties, which explains Italy's
different position from that of other NATO countries in relation to this
crisis. Although Italy had an opportunity as a Mediterranean country to
play an important role in resolving the crisis, its Western-based policy
made it lose its vision and held it dependent on the fulfillment of the
pretext which is justified by joining the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
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