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The Role of Mathematics Teachers in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in Promoting Secondary School Students Levels (Natural
Sciences Section) in the General Aptitude Test (Qiyas)

Dr. Hashem Saeed Al Shaikhy

Associate Professor of Curricula and Teaching Methods of
Mathematics

Faculty of Education - King Faisal University in Al-Ahsa
Abstract:

The main purpose of the study is to attempt to identify the role of
mathematics teachers in the Kingdom in promoting secondary school

V140




G g3l aY VT il (Y) 2md (V) Ayl o bl ) @il ga 5 Al

students' levels (Natural Sciences Section) in the General Aptitude
test (Qiyas).

To achieve the above-mentioned purpose, the researcher applies an
achievement test with mathematical problems - selected according to
certain criteria - on a sample of third grade secondary school
students of (212) participants. Then, he tries to find out whether
there is a correlation between their ability to solve those
mathematical problems and their scores in the General Aptitude
Test. In addition, the researcher analyzes the previous literature on
mathematical problems, as well as a set of general aptitude
questions, and the duties and responsibilities of mathematics teachers
in the Kingdom with the aim of identifying mathematics teachers'
roles in a way consistent with their teaching duties and
responsibilities.

The study concludes that there is a statistically - significant
correlation at significance level (0.01) between students' ability to
solve those mathematical problems and their scores in the General
Aptitude Test, and that there are several roles the teacher can play to
improve students' levels in that test.

The study recommended that efforts should be directed towards
students' acquisition of mathematical problem solving skills, with
their four main steps, using several methods as referred to in this
study. It is also recommended to deepen their cognitive levels in
numbers and geometry and to present to students a selection of
general aptitude test questions, periodically, during teaching
mathematics, provided that those questions cover the areas of
numbers and geometry, and are consistent with the purposes of the
academic material the teacher presents.

Keywords: General Aptitude Test - Qiyas — Mathematics Teachers -
Mathematical Problems.
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