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Aspects of Difference in the Oral

Narrations of Classical Arabic Poetry
ABSTRACT

This research paper examines the aspects of the difference in

oral narrations of the classical Arabic poetry, in an attempt to find out

the recurrent forms of variations, and the mechanisms used to trigger

difference in the oral narrations of the classical Arabic poetry. To

achieve this, the research looks at the various components of poetry

ranging from major ingredients such as poetry collections and single

poems, which represent the most popular form of poetry in our Arabic

heritage, right down to micro-ingredients, which include single poetic

lines, including the word in its different forms, and the vowel markers

as important syntactic determinants of the word order in Arabic.

We can sum up the most important findings of the present research

paper as follows: 1. The difference in oral narrations is a phenomenon

that runs through all the components of the classical Arabic poetry,

and does not spare almost all poetry collections and anthologies. 2.

This phenomenon appears to be more common in smaller components

due to the nature of each component and areas of their use. 3. It can be

said that the difference in oral narrations is mostly the result of

mistaken hearing and reading. This seems to contradict with what

might be expected that difference in oral narrations took place in the

next stage of the writing poetry than the period prior to the writing of

poetry due to the adoption of the written language possibilities and not

hearing which is supposed to be the original mechanism of how poetry

is received.
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