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parental treatment methods and its relationship to
moral thinking among adolescents

Shaimaa Mohamed Gomaa. Prof. Dr. Tarek Mohammed Abd

El-wahab Dr. Eman Ezzat Abada
Departmentof psychology, Faculty of Arts

Fayoum University

Abstract

The present study aims at discovering the relationship between
parental treatment methods and moral thinking among
adolescents. The sample included (110 males and 194 females)
of adolescents. Study tools used were: 1- Scale of parental
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treatment methods, 2- Test of moral thinking.Results of the
present study showed that There is a positive relationship
between the methods of the normal parental treatment methods
(independence, consistency, acceptance, equality) and moral
thinking among adolescents.
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The Image of Arabs and Muslims in English &American

Newspapers: A Critical Discourse Analysis Study
Shaimaa Shaban Abdullah Hussein
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Abstract

This paper seeks to analyze how Arabs and Muslims are
represented in Western media. The data for the analysis is
gathered from three different newspapers: The New York Times,
The Guardian and The Washington Post. The researcher
analyzes the headlines and lead paragraphs taken from these
newspapers through employing CDA as a framework. Besides,
the researcher uses transitivity system as a linguistic tool to
unravel the ideologies behind the representation of Arabs and
Muslims. The findings revealed a biased representation of Arabs
and Muslims as the “negative other” to serve the ideology of the

dominant groups.

Key Words: ideologies, media bias, power, critical discourse

analysis

1.0 Introduction
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Since media plays a vital role in shaping public opinion, it
produces ideological stereotypes via the linguistic tools that the
journalists employ. Fairclough (1993) argued that news
discourse “do not just reflect or represent social entities and
relations, they construct and constitute them” (p.3). In this vein,
media shapes social reality in a way that serves the interests of
the dominant groups and their ideologies. Hence, media is
biased. Therefore, this paper attempts to uncover bias and
ideology in media. In other words, this paper attempts to show
how the “Self” vs. the “Other” is represented in media
discourse. In this context, the ‘Self’ refers to the dominant
groups that practice power, inequality, social injustice against
the ‘Other’ minority groups or any other ‘out-groups’ that do
not share the same interests (Van Dijk,1988a). The dominant
groups exercise power over the “other” groups through the
construction of certain negative models about them in media.
For instance, in many occurrences in The New York Times and
The Washington Post, “Arabs” and “Muslims” are represented
as ‘“terrorists”, “violent”, “attackers”, etc. This negative
representation of the “Other” has framed Muslims in a less

favorable way and constructed negative images about them.

1.1 Objectives of the Study
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This study hopes to uncover the underlying ideology behind
the negative representation of Arabs and Muslims. It also seeks
to spur the world to challenge these stereotypes. Besides, it
raises the public awareness towards the role of the media in
producing and articulating these stereotypes. Most importantly,

this study seeks to investigate the following points:
a) ldeology and bias in the news texts.

b) The effect of media in shaping public opinion and

perpetuating stereotypes.
c) The image of Arabs and Muslims in media discourse.
1.2 lIdeologies

Van Dijk, (2006a) defines ideologies as “belief systems”
(p.115). Since ideologies are the belief systems of the social
groups, they represent the shared social values of these groups.
Therefore, ideologies are shared social representations. In this
sense, ideologies constitute cognitive ‘models’ (Van Dijk 1998).
These models represent a person’s own experience, perception,
and knowledge of the outside world. They are communicated
through the channels of discourse. They can affect the content
and structure of discourse. As a result, ideologies have a
cognitive function. They allow social members to understand

social reality. Therefore, they function as ‘interpretative
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frameworks’ for social practices (Button, 1991). As a result,
ideologies become ‘evaluative’. They provide the cornerstone
for judgments about what is good or bad, right or wrong and
thus render guidelines for social interactions. In this vein,
ideologies seem “unquestionable and natural” (Bourdieu &
Eagleton, 1992 p.112). They are the ‘self-serving truth’ of a
social group. The dominant groups interpret social events within
this framework that supports their interests. Hence, ideologies
are self-serving group schemata that serve the interests of the

dominant groups.

Besides, ideologies could be viewed as the power that
authorizes the dominant groups. Van Dijk (1998) argues,
“Ideologies are terms, and usually related to groups, group
positions and interests or group conflicts, and hence to social
power and dominance” (p.243). This power is manifested in the
hegemony of the dominant groups over media and other public
institutions. In this vein, Gramsci (1971) defined ideologies as
hegemony. Since the dominant groups have hegemony over the
media, they represent themselves in a positive way while the
“Other” is represented negatively. Accordingly, ideologies
become schemata for the representation of us and them. In this
context, Fairclough (2001) emphasizes that “ideologies are

partial representation or misrepresentation” (p.134). Group
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members use positive “Self’ representation to accentuate their
beliefs, values, and achievements and negative ‘Other’
representation or misrepresentation of values, beliefs and
actions so as to mitigate the negative actions of the ‘others’.
This positive ‘Self” representation vs. the negative ‘Other’
representation is produced and reproduced in discourse and

creates stereotypes about the ‘Other’ groups.
2. Review of Literature

There have been quite a number of studies on the image
of Arabs and Muslims in Western media (e.g. Said (1978);
Ghareeb (1983); Richardson (2004); Alazzany (2008); Mahboob
& Paltridge (2013); ...etc.). These studies highlighted how the
dominant groups represent themselves in discourse and how
they represent the “Other”. According to Van Dijk’s (1998)
ideological square, the dominant groups are represented
positively while the ‘other’ groups are represented in a negative
way. This positive “Self” representation vs. the negative “Other’
representation is characterized by an underlying ideology.
Group members use positive “Self” representation to accentuate
their beliefs, values, and achievements and negative ‘Other’
representation or misrepresentation of values, beliefs and
actions so as to mitigate the negative actions of the ‘others’. For

instance, after the 11 Sept attack, Iran was ideologically
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constructed in the mainstream American newspapers as ‘“the
negative other, a nation of people that formed part of George W.
Bush’s contentious ‘axis of evil’ thesis—malevolent,
untrustworthy, violent, and a threat to world peace” (Jahedi &
Abdullah, 2012b, p.59). This positive self representation vs. the
negative ‘Other’ representation is produced and reproduced in
discourse and leads to stereotypes about the other group.
Therefore, it is crucial for the present study to review some of

the studies that dealt with the Self/Other representation.

First, Said’s (1978) Orientalism showed how the
American media portrayed Muslims in a negative way. The
book discusses the Western structuring of Arabs and Muslims as
the negative “other”. Said analyzed some Western texts in order
to account for the misconception of the East by the West. This
misconception, according to Said (1978), occupied the political,
social, and cultural arena and led to the crystallization of the
East in a certain category or stereotypes. Said’s analysis is based
on Michel Foucault and his ideas on the relationship between
discourse and power. Through this analysis, Said (1978) showed
how Orientalism served as a system of representations which
served to fixate the West's power and supremacy over the East,
and not just to present it or describe it. Therefore, Orientalism

does not only reflect the West’s hegemony over the East but it is
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also a system of representation that crystallized the East and
constructed stereotypes about it. One of the implications of
Said’s work is that any oriental research is profoundly political
In nature and attempts to impose the ideology of the West as
part of an imperial control of minds and supremacy. Said
concluded that colonialism still exists in text and talk.
Therefore, Said’s work is considered a fundamental reference in
post colonialism with its focus on the West colonial power in

knowledge and representation.

Moreover, Ghareeb (1983) in his book, the Portrayal of
Arabs in the American Media, argued that Western writers
depicted Arabs as “backward, scheming and fanatic” (p.7). The
book starts with the questions: why is Israel pictured in the
American Media as a country struggling to protect its peaceful
citizens? Why are the Palestinians, who lost their lands in 1948,
represented as conspiratorial problematic “Other” and not as
victims? The study interviewed some famous American
journalists and sought their opinions about the biased
representation of Arabs and Muslims in the mainstream
American Media. The study concluded that the American media
failed to represent Arabs and Muslims fairly. This failure led to
the stereotypes of Arabs and Muslims in Western media.
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Besides, Richardson (2004) applied CDA to British
newspapers in Islam/Muslims related topics in the period of
October 1997 to January 1998. He used both quantitative and
qualitative method in the data analysis. His study is highly
significant as it has contributed to the “understanding of the
prevalence of anti-Muslim racism in elite discourses, the forms
that it takes, and its potential effects” (Richardson, 2004, p.537).
He combined both quantitative and qualitative methods in the
data analysis. In order to achieve the objectives of his study,
Richardson (2004) applied Van Dijk’ ideological square, which
IS characterized by a positive ‘self-representation’ vs. a negative
‘other representation’. He argued that Western news media
foregrounds the bad actions of Muslims. Richardson’s scholarly
work (2004) stressed that news media adopts some lexical terms
(e.g. terrorists, extremists, violent, etc.) that emphasize the bad
actions of the “Other”. This negative other representation is
obvious across the linguistic dimension of the text “from the
lexicon and syntactic structures, the meanings of sentences and
the coherence relations between sentences, as well as the
broader pragmatic — directed and functional — concerns of the
text” (Richardson ,2004, p. 55). Richardson concluded that the
media presents “British” in positive terms while misrepresenting
“Muslims”. He indicated that this negative “Othering” of British

Muslims is constructed through “the representation of Muslim
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violence in the public sphere, stories of discrimination, stories
on terrorism” (Richardson, 2004, p. 157).

Likewise, Alazzany (2008) analyzed the representation of
Muslims in The New York Times in the following two years after
11 September attack by adopting Fowler’s (1991) Social Theory
and Fairclough’s (1995a) Textual Analysis approach. He tackled
the theme of violence, turmoil, Jihad and evil in the
representation of Arabs and Muslims in the newspaper. He
collected the data from a period span of September 2001 to
September 2003. His objective was to examine the image of
“Arabs” and “Muslims” in the wake of 11 September attack. He
used three linguistic tools from CDA for the data analysis:
transitivity, nominalization and lexical structure. He concluded
that the newspaper employed some linguistic tools as
generalization strategies. These tools were ideologically driven.
Further analysis showed that Muslims were represented as

violent extremists.

In addition, Mahboob & Paltridge (2013) examined the
relationship between language and ideology to scrutinize the
image of Islam in the headlines of American and British
newspapers. The study employed Said’s notion of ‘orientalism’
and Van Dijk’s concept of ideological square. The data analysis

revealed that Islam was negatively represented through the
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selection of different linguistic choices and the construction of
the headlines. For example, the headline “How Islam has been
corrupted”, presupposes that Islam is corrupt- a negative
representation that produces stereotypes about Muslims. The
study concluded that Muslims were negatively stereotyped as

‘separate’, inferior', 'the enemy', a ‘threat’, etc. These

stereotypes serve the favor of the dominant groups.

3. Theoretical Framework

The present study investigates how Arabs and Muslims are
represented in news texts. It seeks to unmask the underlying
ideology behind the representation of the self vs. the other in
media discourse. To achieve the purpose of this study, the
researcher employs critical discourse analysis to the selected

data taken from some Western newspapers.
3.1 Critical Discourse Analysis

CDA is an important tool in uncovering issues of power
and ideology that are produced and reproduced in language.
Ndambuki & Janks (2010) define CDA as “a means to uncover
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the subtle ways in which language reveals issues of power and
ideology” (p.73). Likewise, Van Dijk (2001) argues, “CDA is a
type of discourse analytical research that primarily studies the
way social power abuse, dominance and inequality are enacted,
reproduced and resisted by text and talk in the social and
political context” (p.352). CDA focuses on how the dominant
groups exercise power over the minority groups. Therefore,
CDA aims to examine social injustice, inequalities and bias
from the perspective of the oppressed (Fairclough, 1995a).
CDA,; therefore, empowers the minority groups as it focuses on
issues of power, dominance and inequality among social groups
(Van Dijk, 1998). Van Dijk (1998) states:

Critical discourse analysis is a type of discourse analytical
research that primarily studies the way social power
abuse, dominance and inequality are enacted, reproduced
and resisted by text and talk in the social and political
context; with such dissident expose and ultimately to

resist social inequality. (p.45)

Besides, CDA focuses on power relations in texts and the
means by which they are enacted to serve the favors of the
powerful groups. Caldas-Coulthard (2003) argued that CDA
tackles issues of dominance and inequality and targets “the

power elites that enact, sustain, legitimate, condone or ignore
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social inequality and injustice” (p.252). Therefore, the
dominant groups exercise their power by using certain
linguistic tools in reporting the news to legitimate their
political position. Accordingly, CDA aims to unravel the
hidden ideologies in discourse which discriminates against the
“other” oppressed groups while representing the dominant
groups positively. The dominant groups employ a certain type
of discourse that reflects their worldviews. To maintain their
discursive power, the dominant groups subtly enforce their
ideologies via discourse by making it look natural. However,
ideologies are not made explicit in discourse. Rather, they are
hidden. In other words, the relationship between discourse and
ideologies is interwoven and complex. It demands the reader
to critically analyze discourse in order to understand the
ideological position of the speaker. Fairclough (1995a) argues
that the function of CDA is to “draw attention to these hidden

ideologies in discourse” (p.36).

Indeed, CDA is one of the major approaches to media
studies. One of the most influential studies in media discourse
is Van Dijk’s (1991) ideological approach to media. Van Dijk
(1991) argued that media perpetuates ideologies of the
dominant groups through their privileged access to it.

According to him, the dominant groups propagate for their
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ideologies through media (Van Dijk, 1991). In this case, media
i1s ‘biased’ as it reports news from one angle (the dominant
groups) while the opinions of the ‘Other’ groups are
downplayed or overshadowed. Van Dijk (1991) also stressed
the role of media in the positive representation of the dominant
groups and the negative representation of the ‘other’. He
argued that media emphasizes the positive actions of the “Self’

while deemphasizing the negative actions of the ‘Other’.

Most importantly, Van Dijk (1998) considered CDA as a
critical approach to language analysis that investigates the
underlying power and ideologies within discourse, and how they
are constructed and perpetuated in it. Thus, the main focus of
CDA is the exploration of power and dominance in any
political, social or historical contexts. Besides, Fairclough &
Wodak (1997, p.271)) see the main tenets of CDA as follows:

-CDA addresses social problems

-Power relations are discursive

- Discourse constitutes society and culture
-Discourse does ideological work
-Discourse is a form of social action

4. Methodology
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4.1 Data Collection

The data for analysis is collected randomly from three
Western newspapers: The New York Times, The Washington
Post and The Guardian. The reason for choosing these three
newspapers is that they are globally popular and highly
influential. The researcher examines the headlines and lead
paragraphs of these newspapers. In order to achieve the
objectives of this study, the researcher selects one kind of media
genre that is the print media. This type of media genre greatly
influences the public opinion through its choice of linguistic
tools and its wide range of distribution. Besides, the news genre
has received much research as its language is rich with a wide

range of discursive practices.
4.2 Type of Research

This study is a qualitative analysis of some news
headlines and Op-ed articles. It investigates what linguistic tools
are used to describe Arabs and Muslims in different English
newspapers and how these tools are employed to serve the
ideologies of certain groups. Besides, it focuses on the content
analysis of the sample selected from the previously mentioned
newspapers. The content analysis also refers to the macro
propositions in news texts which are usually related to issues of

power, dominance, and social injustice. To uncover such
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inequality and injustice in news, the researcher employs

transitivity analysis to the collected data.

4.3 Tools of Analysis
4.3.1 Transitivity

Transitivity refers to the representations of meaning in a
clause as it investigates the relationship between the actors, the
patients and the processes involved. Transitivity analysis is
based on Halliday’s systematic functional grammar
(SFG).Unlike traditional grammar that focuses on the form and
structure of language, SFG highlights the meaning and social
system associated to this form and structure. SFG considers the
clause the basic linguistic unit that consists of the process itself,
participants in the process, and circumstances related the
process. The process is the core element of transitivity, which
can be related to one or more participants and circumstances. It
is the action, state or whatever that is being referred to and
typically realized by means of a verb or a verbal group.
Participants refer to the persons involved in the process and they
are realized by nominal groups. Usually, there are two primary
participants involved in certain processes: Actors and Goal in
material, Sensor and Phenomenon in mental, Carrier/ Identified
and Attribute/ldentifier in relational, Sayer and Receiver in

verbal process, Existent in existential and Behavior in

-789 -



behavioral process. The circumstances refer to the events or
things affected by the process. They often take the object
position. There are six processes in transitivity: Material,
mental, relational, verbal, behavioral and existential process.
The current research is concerned mainly with two transitivity

types: the material and verbal processes.

4.3.1.1 Material process (Actor+ Material process+
Goal).

It refers to the participants’ experience of the physical
world. The actor is the main participant in the clause and is the
person who brings about the change in the outside world. The
material process is the verb associated. The goal is the second
participant and has the syntactic function of the object. The
material process is explained as follows (Yuli and Yushan,
2012, p.77):

Ex (1) Actor Process: material Circumstance

The car  went away like a whirlwind.
Ex (2) Actor Process: material  Goal

He broke a glass.
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4.3.1.2 Verbal Process (Sayer + Verbal process +

Receiver)

The verbal process literally means “saying” something. It
involves information related to “saying” or any other kind of
verbal action. Therefore, what follows the verbal process could
be direct or indirect quotation. The verbs involved in this
process are ‘say’, ‘explain’, ‘praise’, ‘ask’, ‘tell’, ‘talk’, ‘boast’,
‘describe’, ...etc. The primary participants involved in verbal
process are: Sayer, Receiver and Verbiage. The verbal process

(Yuli and Yushan, 2012, p.79) are explained as follows:
Ex (9). Sayer  Process: verbal Receiver  Verbiage
I explained to her what it meant
Ex.(10) Sayer Circumstance Process:  verbal Receiver
She always praised him.
5. Data Analysis

5.1 Transitivity Analysis

The following examples will be analyzed in terms of
agent/patient relationship to investigate the self/other

representation.

5.1.1 The material process:
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Data 1

Terrorists Strike Charlie Hebdo Newspaper in Paris, Leaving
12 Dead ( by Dan Bilefsky and Mai de la Baume, Jan. 7, 2015,
The New York Times).

Is Islam to Blame for the Shooting at Charlie Hebdo in Paris
(by Kristof, Jan 7, 2015, The New York Times).

Paris Terror Attack on Charlie Hebdo ( by Pierre Kattar ,
Jan. 8, 2015, The Guardian )

Gunmen attack Paris magazine Charlie Hebdo's offices killing
at least twelve ( by Kim Willsher, 7 Jan, 2015, The Guardian)

Paris attack lacked hallmarks of Islamist assaults in West (

by Greg Miller , January 7, 2015 , The Washington post)

Gunmen attack French magazine Charlie Hebdo (by Kim
Willsher, Wed 7 Jan 2015 , The Guardian)

Analysis of Data 1

Apparently, the negative acts of the “Other’ are
topicalized and given prominence. Therefore, the “Other” takes
the agent position while the in-group becomes the patient. When
the “Other” takes the position of the agent/actor, certain material

processes are associated (eg strike, attack, assault) while the
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patient (in-group) becomes a victim of the agent’s negative

actions. Table 1 explains the agent/patient relationship as

follows:

Table 1: The Material process in Western news media.

No News Actor/The Prepositi Affected/The
paper | “Other” Material |on “Self”
process
1 NYT Terrorists strike Charlie Hebdo
newspaper
2 NYT Islam To blame Charlie Hebo
3 G Paris Terror on Charlie Hebdo
attack
4 G Gunmen attack Paris magazine
5 WP Islamist assault in West
6 G Gunman attack French magazine

Charlie Hebdo

As can be observed in the above table, in all the material

processes, the out-group is made the agent (Islamist & Islam)

while the affected people are the in-group (Charlie Hebdo).
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Clearly, the agents are labeled “terrorists” and associated with
Islam (Islamist assault) while the patient (Charlie Hebdo) is
made victims of the agent’s terror attack. Besides, the author in
all examples describes the out-group in strongly negative terms
as “terrorist” and “gunmen” to aggregate the severity of the out-
group’s negative acts. Indeed, the material processes (attack-
blame-strike) associated with the agent have negative
connotations. In excerpt (2), the journalist used generalization
and threw the blame on Islam to mobilize the public’s feelings
against Islam and to represent Islam in a negative image. On the
other hand, the “Self” (Charlie Hebdo) was made victim of the
agent’s attack regardless of the magazine’s unpleasant portrayal
of Prophet Muhammad. Here, the Self’s negative act iS
mitigated while the Other’s negative act is emphasized and
made explicit. This positive self representation vs. the negative
other representation leads to the stereotypical image of Muslims

as ‘terrorists’.

5.1.2 The verbal process
Data 2

The French president, Francois Hollande, headed to the scene of the
attack and the government said it was raising the security level to the
highest level. “This is a terrorist attack, there is no doubt about it,” he tol

reporters. Kim Willsher in Paris Wed 7 Jan 2015 20.20 GMT, The
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Guardian)

Rocco Contento, a spokesman for the Unité police union, said “it was a

real butchery” in the buildingKim Willsher in Paris Wed 7 Jan
2015 20.20 GMT, The Guardian

Paris magazine staff say gunman knew their targets in advance and

entered the building like ‘an organized commando’ raid (Jon Henley,
and Kim Willsher in Paris, Wed 7 Jan 2015 , The Guardian )

Security forces across Europe and the US were also formulating a
response. Barack Obama condemned what he said was “appeared to be
horrific terrorist incident” and offered any assistance that may be need to
investigate it.(Kevin Rawlinson, Angelique Chrisafis and Vikram Dodd F
15 Jul 2016 , The Guardian)

Analysis of Data 2

In all the above verbal processes, the verbiage is loaded

with vocabulary that describes Muslims as “terrorists”.

Therefore, the employment of the verbal process (say and tell) is

ideologically driven in the sense that the writer makes use of

excessive reports from the powerful groups. This gives the text

authenticity as it manipulates the text and makes the reader

think the information comes from a reliable source and cannot

be questioned as it its not the writer’s own thoughts. In other

words, when the reporter quotes the dominant groups from

government officials or leaders, he/she validates the information
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and; therefore, makes it difficult to doubt its credibility. The
following table indicates the Sayer- Receiver relationship in the

verbal process:

Table 2: The Verbal process in Western news media.

Ex | Newspa | The Sayer/ The Predicate The Receiver / The
per ‘Self” “Other”
Verbiage
1 G The French told This is a terrorist
president attack
2 G Rocco Contento, said It was a real butchery
3 G Paris magazine staff | say gunman knew their
targets
4 G Barack Obama condemn A horrific terrorist
incident

As can be seen from the data, the powerful groups take
the subject position and the predicate associated to it are the

reporting verbs ‘say’, ‘tell’, and ‘condemn’ (verbiage). The
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linkage of the reporting verb to the powerful groups (the Self)
validates and authenticates the direct speech. The readers will
not have any doubts as regards the credibility of the speech
because it comes from a reliable source. For instance, when the
French president refers to Charlie Hebdo incident as a “terrorist
attack” (ex.1), the readers will not question the claim because it
comes from a reliable source. It has been noted that in all
examples of the verbal process (1-4), the reporter quotes the
powerful groups such as (the French president, Paris magazine
staff, and Obama) and the direct speech is full of negative
description of the ‘Other’ group. Therefore, it 1s difficult for the
readers to doubt its accuracy. Besides, the receiver of the
verbiage (the other) takes the object position. This is
ideologically significant as it makes the “Other” a passive
receiver of any information from the Sayer (the Self). Besides,
there is no room for the receiver (the other) to take the Sayer’s
position (the other). There are also power relations at play here
as the positioning of the out-groups in an object place does not
make the readers question the in-group’s claims. Moreover, the
reporters are not objective here as to report the incident from the
Self’s perspective. In brief, in all examples, the powerful groups
are reported and there is no single instance to present the voice

of the “in-group”.
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6. Results

The analysis of the material and verbal processes in
transitivity system revealed the existence of an underlying
ideology in news. As far as the analysis is concerned, the Self is
represented positively in the verbal process as reliable agents.
On the other hand, the other group is represented in a negative
image in the material process as terrorists. In other words, the
Western world is presented as good, civilized, democratic
against the negative image of Islam as bad, backward, and
uncivilized. Besides, when the other groups commit a negative
act, it is being emphasized and given prominence in news.
Meanwhile, the self is made victims of the other’s negative acts.
This positive self representation vs. negative other presentation
serves the interests of the dominant groups. Therefore, it is the
purpose of CDA to uncover such biased representation of the
‘other’. Fairclough (1989) indicates that CDA is "a contribution
to the general rising of consciousness of exploitative social
relation, through focusing upon language” (p.4). Hence, CDA is
a very powerful interpretive framework in the analysis of hidden
ideologies within texts.

7. Findings
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Through critically analyzing some editorials in three
Western newspapers, The New York Times, The Washington
Post, and the Guardian, the researcher found out that Arabs are
represented negatively. The findings of this study are based on
the linguistic analysis of some news coverage. The results
showed that media often covers news in an ideologically biased
way that serves the best interest of the dominant groups and
shapes the public opinion. This ideology tends to represent the
‘other’ group (Islam and Muslims) in an unfavorable way

through the selection of linguistic choices such as transitivity.
8. Conclusion

This study employed CDA to some Western print media
in order to investigate how Arabs and Muslims are represented
in the news. The data analysis revealed that Arabs and Muslims
are represented negatively as “terrorists”.  Further analysis
showed that there is a hidden ideology that helped to construct
and circulate this image. Accordingly, Western media frame
Muslims as terrorists and therefore formulate the notion that
they pose a threat to the world. This labeling led to the
increasing fear and suspicion towards Muslims or what is called
‘Islamophobia’. This misrepresentation of Islam works for the
favor of the dominant groups. The idea here is that ‘We’ are

good and ‘they’ are bad. Hence, the reader should be aware of
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the existence of ideologies in the negative representation of the

‘other’.
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Banat al-Riyadh (Girls of Riyadh) was originally written
in Arabic by the Saudi novelist Rajaa Alsanea (b. 1981). Soon
after publication in2005, it was immediately banned in Saudi
Arabia due to its shocking content. Later, it was translated into
English and many other languagesand is now being permitted in
Saudi Arabia.Although Girls of Riyadh is Alsanea's only novel,
it is notable for its narrative structure and daring topics. The
novel is structured as a weekly newsletter sent by an anonymous
narrator to a list of subscribers over the course of a year. Using
this unique structure, the author penetrates deep in Saudi society
to discuss a couple of issues which have been considered taboo

for a long time. This paper aims to analyze this particular
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structure and attempts to link it with the issues and topics

presented.

Girls of Riyadh received considerable critical attention.
Critics have explored it from many aspects. Dozens of
newspaper articles and book reviews condemned the novel for
its daringcontent and issues. Few writers praised it.Most critical
works on the novel interpret it from a feminist perspective.
Winarni, for example, attempts an analysis of gender
discrimination of the novel. She describes forms of
discrimination experienced by the women characters. These
include marginalization, subordination, stereotyping, violence
against them and job segregation. Winarni concludes that these
forms are the natural result of the prevalent culture in Saudi
Arabia. Ahmed perceives the novel as a brave and surprisingly
informative exploration of romance in Saudi Arabia. Shihada
examines thestatus of women in Saudi Arabia and how
patriarchy, double moral standards, tribal mentality and social

hypocrisy violate their rights as represented in Alsanea'’s Girls of
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Riyadh. Watrous regards the novel a feminist book as it reveals
women making choices and dealing with the often severe

consequences of their choices.

Other scholars looked at the novel from linguistic
perspectives. Farghal and Al-Hamly, for example, analyzethe
translation of Arabic proverbs in the English version. Booth
wrote two journal articles about her experience in translating the
original novel from Arabic into English. In these two articles
she discusses her role as a co-translator and the differences
between the original novel and its English translation. None of
these studies provides a detailed analysis of the narrative
structurein Girls of Riyadh. This paper attempts to discuss this

neglected area.

Narrative structure is generally described as "the
structural framework that underlies the order and manner in
which a narrative is presented to a reader, listener, or viewer"

("Narrative structure™). It is "about the content of the story and
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the form used to tell the story"("Narrative structure™). Lodge
compares it to "the framework of girders that holds up a
modern-rise building: you can't see it, but it determines the
edifice's shape and character” (216). It includes method of
narration, the type of plot, setting, and other structural elements.
When analyzing a novel, it is important to identify its narrative
structure in order to follow the storyline and understand the

Issues and ideas given.

Luders-Manuel notes that Girls of Riyadh is a novel
which follows the storylines of four fictional women, a style
found in many contemporary novels. In this style, she maintains,
"four women's lives interchange throughout the pages. Some are
more conservative, some are more liberal, some are bold, some
are shy --- but all represent different faculties of the feminine

experience" ("Review of Girls of Riyadh by Rajaa Alsanea™).

In Girls of Riyadh we meet four young Saudi women: the

conservative Gamrah, the romantic Lamees, the liberal
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Michelle, and finally the playful Sadeem. The novel presents
their dreams, tales of love, and disappointments. Gamrah's
husband dumps her after she discovers he is having an affair
with a Japanese girl. Sadeem's finance deserts her after she has
sex with him. Michelle's boyfriend Faisal abandons her because
his family says so. The Religious Police arrest Lamees with a
young man (Ali) in a coffee bar. At the end she marries her

workmate Nizar.

When writing Girls of Riyadh, Alsanea developed the old
form of the epistolary novel and produced a new version.An
epistolary novel is "a novel written as a series of documents.
The usual form is letters, although diary entries, newspaper
clippings and other documents are sometimes used" ("Epistolary
novel™). This form can "add greater realism to a story, because it
mimics the working of real life" ("Epistolary novel"). Moreover,
it allows the narrator to comment on the action and provides

certain immediacy to the reader. Alsanea adopted this old form

- 808 -



but used the potentialities of cyberspace such emails and chat

groups instead of letters.

In an interview with the author, she was asked about the
reason for choosing a modern form of the epistolary novel. Her

answer was:

| used Internet as a vehicle in my novel to portray
the impact of modern communication tools on the
Saudi society in the past ten years. In the
conservative Saudi society, the Internet, cell
phones, and Bluetooth can be as important, if not
more crucial, than face-to-face communication.

("Girls of Riyadh: A Reader's Guide™)

Alsanea realized the great importance of information technology
especially among the young. Today, most of them have access
to the Internet and use social networks (email, Facebook,
Tweeter, and the like) for communication. Chatting has become

an indispensable part of their lives.Saudis — for the first time —

- 809 -



have the opportunity to converse freelywithout theaustere
restrictions of society. Lovers in the closed rooms of their secure
houses can now send emails, chat, and video chat together. To
keep pace with these developments, Alsanea chooses to use the
potentialities of cyberspace (yahoo groups,email messages, and
chat programs) andincorporated them with other structural

elements in Girls of Riyadh.

The novel starts with a welcome note to the subscribers of
a chat group who are supposed to be target audience of this
fictional work. There are no chapter divisions. Instead, there are
fifty email messages sent to a growing list of subscribers over
the course of one year.The first email is written on 13/2/2004
and the last one on 11/2/2005. Emails were suspended only
during the month of Ramadan. The novel ends with a brief note
titled "Between You and Me."In this closing section, which
resembles epilogues in Greek plays, the narrator forsakes the
email form to remind us openlyof things which changed and

things which did not.
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Nearly every email begins with or contains an epigraph.
An epigraph is "a quotation set at the beginning of a literary
work or a division of a work to suggest its theme" (Merriam
Webster's Encyclopedia of Literature).The narrator in Girls of
Riyadhquoteswidely from the Quran, Hadith, Rabindranath
Tagore, Socrates, Mark Twainand Eleanor Roosevelt, along
with a host of Arabpoets and Muslim televangelists. All
epigraphs are related to the storyline and many of them are
adeptly employed to perform certain functions. They may set
the mood, foreshadow an event, imply characterization, reveal

context or introduce a theme.

The narrator, for example, prefaced the thirteenth section
where Rashid slaps Gamrah twice on her face with the Holy
Hadith that Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) never beat a servant, a
woman, or anyone. By so doing she shows the gravity of
Rashid's offence and ridicules the hypocrisy of many Saudi men
who hold strict beliefs but never apply them in real life. Another

telling example comes at the start of the eighteenth email where
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Faisal forsakes Michelle because her mother was half-
American. The narrator quotes from a Muslim televangelist who
discusses Prophet Mohammed's respect of non-Muslims and
non-Arabs. Using this epigraph, the author wants to establish the

mood for denouncing this behavior.

The name of the mail group was an Arabic word meaning
"memoirs disclosed or exposed."The author explains in the
glossary given at the end of the novel that this name was taken
from a Lebanese talk show called "Seereh Wenfatahet." It
means “a story told” but the name got changed to
"wenfadhahet" (meaning "a story disclosed or exposed”) to
reflect the scandalous nature of the novel. This new name

reflects her intent to present some forbidden and taboo issues in

these stories.

Girls of Riyadh has one narrator who is anonymous. In an
interview with the author, she describes this narrator as: "a well-

enlightenedtwenty-first century young woman who lives in
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Saudi. She is smart, motivated, and knows exactly what she and
her friends are missing, but yet not strong enough to face the
whole society by exposing her true identity” ("Girls of Riyadh:
A Reader's Guide"). In fact, there is no big difference between
Rajaa Alsanea and her narrator as both share these qualities.
This leads readers to believe that the narrator is the author

herself.

W. C. Booth distinguished between the reliable narrator
and the unreliable one. To him, this distinction is based on the
degree and kind of distance that separates a given narrator from
the implied author of a work (155). Similarly, Gerald Prince in
his Dictionary of Narratologyprovides a definition of the

unreliable narrator:

A narrator whose norms and behavior are not in
accordance with the implied author's norms; a
narrator whose values (tastes, judgments, moral

sense) diverge from those of the implied author, a
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narrator the reliability of whose account is
undermined by various features of that account.

(101)

These distinctions make the narrator in Girls of Riyadh a
reliable one because she is not "distant™ from the novel's author.
Both have the same qualities and belong to the same "velvet"
class in Saudi Arabia. The reliable narrator compels the readers
to relate more with the text andallows the author to add more

authenticity to the ideas given in the novel.

The single reliable narrator in Girls of Riyadh does not
preclude the existence of some sort of fragmentation. Every
email (which is supposed to represent a chapter in traditional
novels) explores a story which is not always connected to the
previous or succeeding stories. Some stories are disjointed.For
example, in the sixteenthemail, the narrator describes Gamrah's
miserablecondition after returning to her family in Riyadh then

jumps suddenly to talk about her sister Hessah and her miser
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husband and finally return to Gamrah's pains especially when
she is alone in her bedroom. There is no connection between the
first section and second one. This kind of fragmentation which
iIs common in the novel allows the author to provide a series of

climaxes that attach the reader to the overall work.

In Girls of Riyadh, Alsanea uses the circular narrative
style. When the novel ends in the same place where it began, it
is called a circular or cyclical narrative. Circular narratives can
also conclude with the same theme or subject matter that opened
the piece. Girls of Riyadh starts and ends in the same place. It
starts in Riyadh and ends in the same city. The novel starts
withGamrah's wedding party in Riyadh and endswith Lamees
and Michelle graduation party in the same city. The four
heroines are present in the two events. Although the beginning
and end mirror each other, the narrator was keen not to leave
characters or events unchanged.The fourgirls are not the ones
we met at the beginning; they have undergone many changes.

Lamees lives with her husband Nizar in Canada,Michelle works
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in Dubai where she enjoys more freedoms than the limitedones
she has in Riyadh, Sadeem marries Tariq, Gamrah works as

wedding planner and waits for someone to marry her.

In spite of these developments, some storylines remain as
they were when the novel started. Um Nuwayyir's house still
serves as a safe haven for girls and more importantly Saudi

people are still waiting for love to come to light:

As for love, it still might always struggle to come
out into the light of day in Saudi Arabia. You can
sense that in the sighs of bored men sit ting alone at
cafés, in the shining eyes of veiled women walking
down the streets, in the phone lines that spring to
life after midnight, and in the heartbroken songs
and poems, too numerous to count, written by the
victims of love unsanctioned by family, by

tradition, by the city: Riyadh. (GoR 280-281)
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The author's return to the same place and same subject matter is
intentional to remind us that more changes are still needed in
Saudi Arabia on the part of the government and more on the part
of people.This circular plot may also point to the perpetual

entrapment of Saudi women in the net of taboos.

Another distinctive feature in the narrative structure in
Girls of Riyadhis what is known as metafiction. This term
means "fiction about fiction, or a fiction that comments on its
own fictional status." (Baldick).Lodge believes that
metafictional discourse most commonly occurs in the form of
"asides" which are used to describe character and action (207).
In Girls of Riyadh, the narrator starts each email with an
introductory comment. These comments may be regarded as a
sort of metafiction as they help the narrator to expose some
aspects about characters and remind us of previous events.
Other times, they may explain the structure or nature of the
novel. In the first commentary note, for example, the narrator

expresses her uncertainty about the novel. To her, it is not a
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serious book but rather "a series of the most explosive scandals

and noisiest, wildest all-night parties around” (GoR1).

Girls of Riyadhis set in Riyadh at the start of the third
millennium. This city is conservative in comparison with
western cities. This particular setting shapes and dictates the
various characters of the novel.Women have limited freedom:
they can eat, shop, or even dance but only with each other as
direct contact between men and women is not allowed.Most
public spaces in Saudi Arabia are designed to keep men and
women apart. Schools and universities are segregated.
Guardianship rules dictate much of women's lives. Women need
permission from a male relative (husband, father, brother or son)
to perform things women in other countries can do on their own.
Women's link to the male world is through cell phones and
online chat rooms.Girls are not allowed to meet men in public
and their marriages are arranged and are most likely doomed to
fail. This particular location is contrasted with other places such

as London, San Francisco, Chicago, and Beirut where women
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have the rights they lack in Riyadh: they go out, study, meet
men and perform things which they cannot do easily in their

home city.

Alsanea uses this unique narrative structure to discuss
some forbidden and taboo issues in contemporary Saudi society.
From the very beginning, the narrator warns readers not to
expect traditional content or form. To quote, "grown weary of
the 'Me Tarzan You Jane' brand of romance novels and have
gotten beyond a black and white, good and evil view of the
world" (GoR 1-2). She rejects the customary topics of tarazanic
love and marriage, of reason and logic, or good and evil. Rather,
she wishes to discuss some unconventional issues. She
addresses the intricacies of the relationships between men and
women, raises questions about the status of women, and
discusses some important issues such as racial discrimination,

dating, sex, and the male guardian.

-819 -



The author raises questions about the status of women
especially the divorced ones in Saudi Arabia. A divorced
woman in Saudi Arabia is considered a criminal. She is
associated with many negative qualities. Alsanea asks questions
not asked before in Saudi society: "Is divorce a major crime
committed by the woman only? Why doesn’t our society harass
the divorced man the way it crushes the divorced woman?"
(GoR 172).In Saudi Arabia a divorced woman has to live in her
father's house in isolation. She cannot go out freely. No one
wants to marry a divorced woman. Sadeem meets with Firas, an
open-minded Saudi man, and they plan to get married but his

family refuses her only because she is a divorced woman:

He swore to her that the entire business was out of
his hands; that circumstances were stronger than
they were; and that he was in more pain at his
family’s decision than she was. But there was
nothing that he could do. There was no path before

them but patience. (GoR 211)
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When Abu Musa'ed came to meet Gamrah's father and uncle for
a marriage proposal, the three men ignore Gamrah completely

and discussfine details without even looking at her:

It hadn't occurred to any of these men to consult the
person who had the biggest stake in this, and who
happened to be sitting there in front of them, even
if she was silent and stiff as a wooden plank. (GoR

191)

The topic of racial discrimination surfaces in Girls of
Riyadh. Saudi people still differentiate between people on the
basis of their tribe, class, family or religion. Many details in this
novel support this view. For example, Michelle is not
considered pure Saudi because her mother was American. She is
badly treated in Saudi society only because of this fact. Her
boyfriend Faisal forsakes her because his mother forbids him to
marry a girl with an American mother:"Everyone considers me

a bad girl just because my mother is American! How can | live
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in such an unjust society?"(GoR91). Another victim of racial
discrimination is Ali. This man suffers more than others because
he is from the Shiite minority. Ali was arrested by the Religious
Police sitting with Lamees in a café. Lamees heard a policeman
at the police station "whispering into her father’s ear that they
had found out the boy was from the rejectionist sect. He was a
Shiite from Qatifand so his punishment would certainly be

worse than hers (GoR139).

In Girls of Riyadh, Alsanea expresses her worries about
class divisions. According to the narrator, "our Saudi society
resembles a fruit cocktail of social classes in which no class
mixes with another unless absolutely necessary, and then only
with the help of a blender!"(GoR43). People from different
classes or tribes do not mix easily. In an interview with the
author, she states her belief that class mores are more restrictive

than gender roles:
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Class is more restrictive than gender especially
nowadays....Now equality between genders is
happening slowly, and both are victims of the
social restrictions of class, tribe, and religious

views. ("Girls of Riyadh: A Reader's Guide")

Another issue that Alsanea addresses in the novel is
dating. Saudi Arabia has long been one of the world's most
restrictive environments for women. Dating is forbidden and
punished by the Religious Police. Girls are not allowed to meet
men in public. They arrange for dates and meetings via
telephone calls and chat rooms. In Girls of Riyadhmeetings
between girls and men are permitted and the narrator describes
them asnatural and necessary to understand each other. Earlyin

the novel the narrator describes Um Nuwayyir’s place as:

the safe haven par excellence for sweethearts. For
example, the first time Michelle called Faisal after

he “numbered” her at the mall, she told him to pick
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her up from Um Nuwayyir’s place after she gave
him the directions. She said she had a couple of
hours free and suggested that they go out for coffee

or ice cream somewhere.(GoR23)

The author believes that dating in the open will prohibit the

disasters which may happen in the dark. To quote,

Um Nuwayyir opened the door of her own home to
the hapless lovers. She did this to keep their
heretofore innocent and respectable relationship
from turning into something bigger before any
official acknowledgment of their union was

established. (GoR 89)

Girls of Riyadh discusses two issuesrelated to sex:
looking at women as sex objects, and women's right to express
their sexual needs. The novel is replete with obscene scenes. A
very shocking example occurs when Lamees surprises her

finance one night by turning up in a black nightgown giving
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herself to him. In this scene, the narrator describes Waleed and

Lamees when she gave herself to him:

The red petals she strewed across the sofa, the
candles placed here and there, the soft music
wafting from the well- hidden music system—none
of it impressed Waleed as much as the black
nightgown that revealed more of her body than it
concealed. Since Sadeem had vowed to make her
beloved Waleed happy that night, and since she
wanted to erase his disappointment over her
insistence on delaying the wedding, she allowed
him to go further with her than ever before. ...She
was convinced that he wouldn’t be satisfied unless
she offered him a little more of her “femininity,”
and she was willing to do anything to please him,
the love of her life, even if it meant exceeding the

limits she had spent her lifetime guarding.(GoR 32)
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As a conservative Saudi, Waleed was shocked at her boldness
and interest in sex. He ignores her calls and then sends her

divorce papers.

Another obscene example comes near the end of the
novel. The narrator gives a detailed description of Sadeem's

meeting with her cousin Tariq which ends with kissing:

She [Sadeem] came back in carrying a tray with
two glasses of cranberry juice on it. ... In imitation
of the classic scene when the girl signals that her
Suitor’s marriage proposal has been accepted, she
put the tray down in front of him and offered him a
drink. Tarig began laughing and kissing her hands.

(GoR 278)

In email number four, the narrator uses an epigraph from
the poetry of Nizar Qabbani. The famous Syrian poet describes

men's view of women as sex objects:

The culture we claim—
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Bursting bubbles of soap, of slime

We live on, by the logic of key and lock

We swathe our women in cotton shrouds

We possess them like the carpets beneath us,

like the cows in fenced fields,

to flock home at night's end,

for our due, bulls and steeds unpinned. (Quoted in

GoR, 24).

Using this poem as an epigraph allows the author to attack this
view. Women are not sex objects any more. Men must cater for
theirwives' psychosocial, emotional needs as they do for their

physical needs.

Throughout Girls of Riyadh, the narrator gives detailed

descriptions of women's suffering and abuse in Saudi Arabia. As
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an example, she describes Gamrah's sufferingbecause her

husband ignores her emotions:

It had become clear to her that Rashid’s behavior
toward her was not just a matter of feeling shy or
embarrassed with the wife who had suddenly
assailed his life. It was something more. Gamrah
did not have it in her to actually give a name to his
doings—not, anyway, the name that echoed in her
head, even if a certain string of words kept on
seeping out from her mind in spite of herself, and
then creeping into her troubled heart: My husband,
whom | love, hates me. He wants to throw me out.

(GOR50)

In Saudi society a woman should not express her sexual
needs because she will be misunderstood. New brides are
advised to adopt the policy of withholding i.e. not to be easy.

They should not give themselves to their husbands on the first
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night because this may indicate that they are disrespectful. Early
in the novel, this theme is presented when Gamrah's mother

advised her not to be an easy catch after wedding:

Her mother’s Golden Rule was spinning in her
mind. Don’t be easy. Refusal—it’s the secret to
activating a man’s passion. After all, her older
sister Naflah didn’t give herself to her husband
until the fourth night, and her sister Hessah was
more or less the same. But she was setting a new
record: it had been seven nights and her husband

hadn’t touched her. (GOR11)

Sadeem is dumped by her finance Waleed because she gives
herself to him one night before the wedding considering that he
is her husband officially. After this night he disappears and
never shows up again. A few months later he sends her divorce

papers.
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Girls of Riyadhtackles another hot issue: the male
guardian system. Under this system Saudi women must obtain
permission from a male guardian (usually father, husband,
brother or son) to study, work, marry, or do a myriad of things.
As an example, Gamrahis forbidden to go outside without being

accompanied by her male relatives:

Gamrah wasn’t even allowed to leave the house by
herself. And in her rare visits to Sadeem’s house,
her mother insisted that one of her brothers deliver
her in person and bring her back even though the

driver was always around. (GoR174)

Women's choices and actions must be arranged with their
male guardians. They need to get their permission to study,
travel, or work. This happens to Michelle who wanted her
father's permission to work in a TV channel. Her father refused

and she could not get the job. To quote,
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Michelle was officially made a producer of the
program. Then she got her own show to produce.
They asked her to be the on- air presenter, but
Michelle’s father refused to allow her to host a
show that would be broadcast in the homes of his
relatives in Saudi Arabia.They ended up using a

young Lebanese woman instead. (GoR207)

Similarly, girls are not involved in making decisions
about their own marriages. Their opinions are often ignored.
Gamrah is told by her mother that a family wants her as a wife
to their son. She had to accept this man whom she never met

because it is their decision:

Before the wedding, Gamrah had seen Rashid only
once, and that was on the day of the shoufa, the day
set for the bridegroom’s lawful viewing of the

bride-to-be. The traditions of her family did not
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permit the man seeking the engagement to see the

bride again before the contract signing. (GoR51)

When Sadeem wants to have her own business as a
wedding planner, she seeks the help of her cousin Tarig to
obtain a commercial license and other necessary documents
from government offices since women "are not always
permitted to take care of legal matters with banks and other
offices themselves. Sadeem made him their official agent for

legal affairs" (GoR226)

Another thorny topic discussed in Girls of Riyadh is
homosexuality. Um Nuwayyir, a divorced woman in her forties,
has only one child, a son called Nuri. This boy was fascinated
with make-up, girls' clothes and shoes. He looks like girls in
shape and character. His mother was truly alarmed and did her
best to steer him in the direction of masculinity. The narrator

describes Um Nuwayyir's reaction:
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In the beginning, Um Nuwayyir was truly shaken
by society’s shallow view of her tragedy, but as
time passed, she grew accustomed to the way
things were and accepted her trying circumstances
with such patience and acceptance that she even
started introducing herself to new acquaintances

deliberately as Um Nuwayyir.(GoR22)

In Saudi Arabia homosexuality has been viewed as "an utter
calamity, an illness worse than cancer" (GoR122). In Girls of
Riyadhhomosexuality is accepted and tolerated as something we

should be accustomed to.

This paper attempted an analysis of the narrative structure
in Rajaa Alsanea's Girls of Riyadh. The author uses a unique
narrative structure that includes cyberspace potentialities
(emails, chat rooms), epigraphs, metafiction, setting, and the
circular narrative style. Using this structure, she discussessome

revolutionary issues which have been considered taboo in Saudi
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society such as the position of women, sex, dating, and racial
discrimination. The paper shows the perfect combination of
formand contentin Girls of Riyadh. The novel is a great success
and isconsidered one of the few books with the power to shake
up anentrenched society.lt heralds the start of a modernist
movement in Saudi Arabia especially with regard to women as
evidenced in the latest reforms initiated by Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman in 2017.
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Résumé :
L’objectif de cet article est d’aborder une analyse contrastive des noms
composés, dits aussi locutions nominales, attestés dans le Coran et leurs
traductions francaises. Ces noms composés sont des groupes nominaux
déviants par rapport aux groupes nominaux ordinaires vu leurs propriétés
spécifiques qui les qualifient de figement. Ils se considerent comme une
source des expressions idiomatiques en arabe classique et moderne. Nous
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cherchons donc a identifier les stratégies adoptées par les traducteurs en
traduisant ce type spécifique d’expressions de I’arabe vers le frangais a
travers une analyse linguistique contrastive de trois locutions nominales
citées dans le texte coranique ainsi que leurs traductions frangaises. Afin
d’atteindre notre objectif, nous comparons cing traductions francaises de
ces trois locutions.

Mots-clés : nom composé, locution nominale, expression figée, figement,
exocentrique, endocentrique, traduction, procédés de traduction,
transposition, modulation.

1. Introduction :

En traduisant les noms composes, il est indispensable de prendre en
considération qu’ils « fonctionnent comme une unité, alors qu’ils sont
constitués de plusieurs éléments lexicaux » (G. Gross, 1996 : 28). Nous
cherchons & savoir comment les cinq traducteurs -Chiadmi (MCH),
Chouraqui (ACH), Berque (JB), Grosjean (JG) et Chebel (MACH)- ont
traité ces constructions nominales spécifiques dans leur traduction. Dans
cette étude, nous prenons a titre d’exemple les trois locutions
nominales suivantes :

(1) o8z . rouh: al-qodos = I’archange Jibril (Gabriel)
* gsprit le-saint
L’Esprit saint = L’archange Gabriel

(2) L4 4 Jaylato al-gadri = expression qui désigne la bonne chance
* nuit (la-grandeur + le-décret)
La nuit de (la grandeur + la destinée)
(=la nuit ou le Coran a été révélé sur le prophete Moh:ammad)

(3) el 5 s sidrati al-montaha’ = expression qui désigne I’extrémité de

la gloire

* jujubier la-limite

Jujubier de la limite

En effet, la distinction entre noms composés et locutions nominales

est une question « purement terminologique tant que [’on n’a pas précisé a
partir de quel degré de figement, on admet qu’une suite nominale est un
nom composé. On pourrait donc parler de locutions nominales. Il se

L un arabre céleste & la limite du Paradis



trouve seulement que cette dénomination n’est pas courante » (Gaston
Gross, 1996 : 36). Dés lors, nous utiliserons sans distinction les deux
termes nom composé (NC) et locution nominale (LN) pour les groupes
nominaux figés.

Les deux linguistes, Gaston Gross et Hossameddine, dont nous
suivons la méthodologie, ont abordé les expressions figées de deux points
de vue. Zaki Hossameddine (1985) a classé les locutions nominales du
point de vue quantitatif. 1l les a divisées en deux catégories :

1/ Les locutions a forme simple, ce sont celles qui se composent
d’un ou deux €léments lexicaux.

2/ Les locutions a forme composée qui se constituent de plus de
deux éléments lexicaux.

Nous ne partageons pas, en effet, son premier classement car quand
on parle d’une locution, il est indispensable qu’elle comprenne au moins
deux éléments lexicaux.

Dans ’ouvrage de H:ossdmeddine, les locutions a téte-nominales
sont classées sous la catégorie de constructions a forme composée (cf.
H:ossdmeddine, 1985, ch 4 : pp 239-41). Par ailleurs, il les a divisées en
deux sous catégories. La premiere comprend les locutions nominales & la
forme affirmative comme 43S, (e 4al milh:a-ho “ala rokbat-ay-hi *sel-
son sur genou-deux-ses (son sel est sur ses deux genoux = il a beaucoup de
conflits) (Az-Zamakhchari, 1998 : 225)%. Alors que la seconde comporte
les locutions nominales a la forme négative comme a3 4381 Gl laysa li-
h:adfthi-hi najm® *pas a-parole-sa étoile ( sa parole n’a pas d’étoile = sa
parole est fausse) (Ibn Manz:our, 1414 H. : 4358).

Quant a G. Gross (1996), il choisit un classement morpho-
syntaxique. Il se référe a la typologie établie par Michel Mathieu-Colas
(1996) en insistant sur les grandes lignes de la structuration de cette base
qui comprend dix-sept classes élémentaires (cf. Gaston Gross, 1996 : 48).
Cette étude abordera des noms composés source de type (N + N) qui ont
I’équivalent francais (N de N).

Avant d’entamer notre analyse des traductions des locutions
nominales, nous commencerons par 1’analyse syntaxico-sémantique des

1= Clo smdl) IS g !, (AZ-Zamakhchari, 1998 : 225)
2 Jual 4l il gl an Cuanl 13gd Gl s | (Ibn Manz:our, 1414 H. : 4358, nous traduisons)



groupes nominaux construits (noms composés) afin de mettre 1’accent sur
ce qui les distingue des groupes nominaux libres.

2. Groupe nominal libre et groupe nominal contraint ou figé

Le phénomene de la composition nominale est mis dans le cadre
d’analyse du groupe nominal. Du point de vue syntaxique, un groupe
nominal ordinaire ou libre comme <l Sl dans I’exemple suivant, se
compose de quatre éléments :

a.
el ALKy
al-kitabo al-magaddas
Dét-N  Dét-Adj
*le livre le sacré
(= Le livre sacré )

Chaque élément joue son role syntaxique habituel dans la construction a.
L’article défini J al (=le) est un déterminant du nom <Us kitab (livre) et
I’adjectif =38! al-mogaddas (le sacré) est un modifieur du Nap.

En revanche, le groupe nominale figé ¥ culall as:-s:alib al-
‘ah:mar dans b. ayant deux éléments lexicaux, fonctionne comme un seul
bloc :

b.
SeaY) culiall A ge
mo’asasat al-s:alib al- ‘ah:-mar
[DétN Dét Adj]
(=L organisation de la Croix Rouge)

Du point de vue sémantique, « Le nom composé évoque dans
lesprit non les images distinctes répondant a chacun des mots composants
mais une image unique » (Grevisse 1969 : 95). Un nom composé comme
s<iiall 310 sidrati al-montaha (=arbre céleste au Paradis) évoque a I’esprit
de l’interlocuteur 1’idée d’un lieu sacré au paradis que ni les prophétes ni
les anges n’ont pu dépasser sans s’interroger aux signifiants de 1’unité
lexicale.

Les noms composés figés sont des groupes nominaux construits
« déviants par rapport aux groupes nominaux libres » (G. Gross, 1996 :
31). Les parametres du figement nous permettent de mettre en évidence les
différences entre les GN libres et les GN figés.

3. Paramétres du figement



Gaston Gross dans Les expressions figées en francais (1996) a
proposé deux paramétres qui qualifient un groupe nominal de figement.
Nous reprenons ces deux critéres qui sont I’absence de libre actualisation
des éléments composants et la non-prédication interne des noms composés
afin d’éprouver les contraintes syntaxico-semantiques dans les noms
composés (locutions nominales) que nous analyserons plus loin.

3.1. Absence de libre actualisation des éléments composants

Dans un groupe nominal libre, chaque élément peut recevoir une
actualisation autonome constituée par un article ou par un modifieur
comme dans le livre de mon frére > [’intéressant livre de mon frére > le
livre de mon petit frére’.

Considérons les exemples suivants ou 1. est un GN libre (non figé) et 2. est
un GN figé :

GN libre GN figé
s bl adal Eilezl
‘ad:ghdtho nabdt ‘ad:ghdtho ‘ah:lam
1, il Elsal L) 2. odal Glaal L)
‘inna-ha ‘ad:ghétho nabét ‘ad:ghdtho ‘ah:lam
*ce-sont faisceaux plantes * ce-sont faisceaux réves
(= ce sont des faisceaux de plantes) (c’est un amas de réves = des
illusions)

Dans le cas 1. le groupe nominal <ls &bl ‘ad:ghdtho nabdt se
compose de N1 et N2 a I’indéfini. Le N2 peut étre actualisé par la marque
de défini > <l (e Sl &) ‘innahd ‘ad:ghdthon min an-nabat (ce sont
des faisceaux de plantes). Les N1 et N2 peuvent étre actualisé par des
modifieurs comme awhll il e 3Bla Szl &) ‘nnahd ‘ad:ghdtho
héd’ilaton min an-nabatin at:-t:abi°T (ce sont des grands faisceaux de
plantes naturelles).

Par contre, dans le cas du GN figé 2., I’actualisation est interdite
soit par un article soit par un modifieur, on n’a pas a I’emploi figé * bl
oY) e ‘ad:-ghdthon min al-‘ah:ldm (un amas des réves) , * ¢ il Cileal
sxmud) 23N ‘ad:ghdthon ha’ilaton min al-‘ah:lém as-sa“idah (*un grand
amas des bonnes réves).

Le groupe nominal dans le cas 1. accepte 1’actualisation, cependant
la détermination reste toujours contraintes dans les groupes nominaux quel

! exemple cité par Gaston Gross (1996 : 32)



que soit leur degré de figement. Quant aux noms composés dans 2., la
détermination est toujours globale puisqu’un NC figé « fonctionne comme
un seul bloc du point de vue de ses relations avec le reste de la phrase »
(G. Gross, 1996 : 28).

3.2. Lanon-prédication interne

Dans une suite comme la croix rouge en francais (= sea¥) culeall
as:-s:alib al-‘ah:mar), les constituants de la suite ne comportent pas de
prédication. Les unités linguistiques «ulall la croix N; <objet> et eyl
rouge N, <couleur> ne référent pas a la signification de la suite nominale
qui représente une organisation humanitaire. Dans, par exemple, La Croix-
rouge internationale, on n’a pas la croix est rouge et est internationale. De
méme en arabe pour Jsdl »a¥ culall as:-s:alib al- ‘ah:mar ad-dawli, on
n’a pas sl culall as:-s:alib ‘ah:mar (1a croix est rouge) et s culall
as:-s:alib dawli (la croix est internationale).

4. Composés endocentriques et composés exocentriques

« La tradition linguistique a appelé les composés a substantif-téte
des composés endocentriques et tous les autres types des composés
exocentriques » Gaston Gross (1996 : 35), ces derniers ne posent pas de
problémes d’analyse. Ce sont des constructions nominales plus ou moins
figées du point de syntaxiques, sémantique et pragmatique. Elles
fonctionnent comme une seule unité significative et leur signification ne
peut étre déduite d’apreés leurs composants. Prenons a titre d’exemple :

1. un moulin & café > cemoulin est a café

2. un moulin a paroles (= bavard) > *ce moulin est a paroles

3. oMadl = se Carid:o al-bit:an = i (= riche) > *bit:anon “arid:
(* large ceinture ventre) > * Lui, une ceinture ventre large

Dans le cas 1. le substantif-téte est le pivot de la suite nominale, il
peut étre employé seul aprés 1’effacement des autres éléments > j'ai acheté
un moulin. En outre, il peut é&tre commuté avec d’autres ¢léments de la
méme classe sur I’axe paradigmatique comme par exemple : un moulin (a
viande + a légumes)

Contrairement & 2. et 3. les suites n’ont pas de pivot sémantique,
dans ce cas ni I’effacement ni la les paradigmes synonymiques ne sont

appliquables :

- Lili est un moulin & paroles > * Lili est un moulin >*Lili est un moulin
(a viande + a légumes)



- Zayd “arid:o al-bit:an > * Zayd “arid:o >* Zayd arid:o (al-h:izam-+al-
bat:n)

* Zayd large ceinture ventre > * Zayd large > * Zayd large (la ceinture+
le ventre)

(= Zayd est riche > * Zayd est large > *Zayd a (la ceinture+ le ventre)
large

Les exemples 2. et 3. illustrent donc les composés exocentrique qui
sont « des suites « gelées » qui ne différent d’'un mot simple que par leur
polylexicalité et les marques morphologiques spécifiques aux composés »
(Gross, 1996 : 36).

Les composés endocentriques posent des problémes d’analyse plus
complexes. 1ls sont dénommés chez les linguistes arabes at-tabirat as-
siyagiyah (les expressions contextuelles) (Hossameddine', 1985 : 78), voire
les locutions. A premiére vue, il semble que le sens des composés
endocentriques est entiérement compositionnel alors que le figement
n’accepte pas la compositionnalité du sens. A qoui donc se différe un
groupe nominal libre d’un groupe nominal « contraint® » ou figé ?

En effet, le méme substantif peut construire plusieurs séquences
nominales ou il est qualifié de libre dans I’un et de figé ou semi-figé dans
I’autre. Considérons 1I’exemple ci-dessous des unités construites autour du
substantif francais cordon et du substantif arabe h:abl (une corde) :

solide (libre)
un cordon électrique (semi-figé)
bleu (=bonne cuisiniére) (figé)

matin (= une corde solide) (libre)
h:abl al-warid (=la veine jugulaire) (semi-figé)
une corde Allah (la corde de Dieu = Son pacte) (figé)

L exocentric Sl ds s el dadaal) @il e cusalll ey Gl 8 endocentric s
S3Sall Ay et A8lnd) <l il

2 On emploie ce terme pour indiquer un groupe nominal non libre, il se caractérise par un
certain degré de figement



Dans les exemples ci-dessus, la valeur sémantique des unités a
combinatoire libre cordon solide et h:abl matine peut &tre déduite a travers
leurs composants et elles acceptent les paradigmes synonymiques. En
revanche, les unités semi-figées ou figeés dans les quatre exemples désigne
« une idée unique » qui comprend la suite nominale dans sa totalité.

Apres avoir présenté les spécificités linguistiques des locutions
nominales (noms composés figés), nous entamons donc notre analyse des
traductions de trois locutions nominales citées dans le texte coranique dans
le but de comparer les cinq traductions de notre corpus et d’analyser les
procédés de la traduction en passant de L1, I’arabe, vers L2, le francais.

5. La traduction des noms composés figés

(1) 48z rouh: al-gados = aded) 43 Jasea jibril “alayhi as-salam
*esprit le-saint = Gabriel
L’Esprit saint = T’archange Gabriel

Ce nom composé est attesté dans le Coran quatre fois, dans v. (87),
(253) de s. Al-Bagara (s. Il, La Vache), v. (110) de s. Al-Maida (s. V, la
Table) et v.(102) de s. An-Nah:1 (s. XVI, les Abeilles). Dans le dictionnaire
de Lissan Al-Arabe ainsi que dans les exégeses du Coran, le nom composé
ol =5, rouh: al-gados (la souffle de sainteté + pureté) désigne
I’archange Jibril (Gabriel). La relation métonymique de cette locution
nominale et sa signification est expliquée par AT:-T:abarf (310 H.) comme
suit :

O odie (pa Loy ad dll) (oK S ASY i) ) adlal s s s Mt dl e
Jal e di b g m e (o oumie (oams S gdall gt il 5 (L) sol g5 Al g 3aY 5 e
Lodie el gy Al Ay 5SS
Cette interprétation justifie le choix de certains traducteurs comme
nous expliquerons plus loin. Les traducteurs Chouraqui, Berque, Grosjean
et Chebel ont gardé le méme équivalent qu’ils ont choisi dans les
traductions des cing versets ou se répete la locution source comme
I’illustre le tableau suivant :

NC source
ol =5 MCH ACH JB JG MACH
rouh: alqodos
a. I’Esprit | le souffle | I’Esprit | d’esprit | I’Esprit
s. Al-Bagara, saint sacré de saint saint
v. 87 sainteté




b. I’Esprit de I’Esprit | d’esprit | [’Esprit
s. Al-Bagara, | de souffle de saint saint!
v.253 sainteté sacré sainteté
C. le Saint- | le souffle | I’Esprit | l'esprit | I’Esprit
s. Al-Ma’ida, | Esprit sacré de saint | saint
v.110 sainteté
d. le Saint- | le souffle | [’Esprit | l'esprit | I’Esprit
s. AN-Nah:l, Esprit sacré de saint | saint
v.102 Jibril sainteté [Gabriel]

Chiadmi a employé trois équivalents avec un étoffement du nom
propre Jibril au dernier cas d.MCH. En revanche, Chebel dans d. MACH
recourt a I’étoffement en ajoutant le nom propre qui appartient a la langue
d’arrivée entre deux crochets : [Gabriel], ce qui est plus compréhensible
pour un non arabophone. Dans b.MACH, Chebel a gardé la méme unité
lexicale cible I’Esprit saint. Or, il a ajouté une note a la fin de la traduction
de la sourate pour démontrer que la suite nominale I’Esprit saint est
équivalent a R(h al-q0ddsi, ce qui n’est pas été fait dans les autres cas.

L’origine du terme source z s rouh: (souffle + &me + esprit) dans
la parole arabe, influence le choix de Chouraqui en traduisant cette suite
nominale. D’aprés Ibn Manz:our (1414 H. : ) :

Tl m g s AV ) o « 8 Al 38 B e pall o g 550

Chouraqui n’a pas traité¢ la locution nominale comme une seule
unité lexicale. Influencé par les langues sémitiques, il a traduit
littéralement le substantif source zs» par souffle. Il a choisit donc
d’employer le substantif souffle qui signifie au sens métaphorique :
«Influence immatérielle de la force qui anime, inspire,
crée... = Aspiration (divine) » (Le Grand Robert de la langue francaise,
2017). D’autre part, le traducteur recourt & la transposition en traduisant la

séquence source [N Dét-N] o=&ll 5, rouh: al-gqodos par souffle sacré [N
Adj].

En effet, le choix de 1’adjectif sacré désigne ce « qui appartient a
un domaine séparé, interdit et inviolable (par oppos. a ce qui est profane)

et fait I'objet d'un sentiment de révérence religieuse. = Saint, tabou » (Le
Grand Robert de la langue francgaise, 2017). Or, elle est plus proche du

! note de fin de la sourate faite par le traducteur Malek Chebel : « 98. Rth al-qdsi. »
p.51



sens de o2« mogaddas alors que o« al-qodos dans la collocation source
qualifie le nom qu’elle décrit par la sainteté. Ce qui justifie le choix de
Berque dans toutes les traductions de cette locution et de Chiadmi dans
b.MCH de v. (253) de sourate Al-Bagara.

Parmi les cing traductions des quatre vesrets, nous partageons le
dernier choix de Chebel : [’Esprit saint [Gabriel] puisque le substantif
esprit englobe toutes les signification du substantif source zs. rouh:.
D’aprés le Grand Robert de la langue francaise (2017) le substantif esprit
signifie effer d’un souffle, d’une inspiration A. Force d’origine
irrationnelle. Dans la Bible, souffle de Dieu. Inspiration venant de Dieu.».
Le choix de I’adjectif saint -avec la premiére lettre en minuscule- évite
I’ambiguité du sens cible avec le sens du nom composé u=3ll # 5, rouh: al-
godos Le Saint-Esprit ou [’Esprit-Saint désigne dans la croyance
chrétienne « la troisieme personne de la Trinité, qui proceéde du Pere par
le Fils » (Le Grand Robert de la langue francaise 2017) a condition que les
deux premiéres lettres des éléments qui composent la suite nominale soit
écrites en majuscule. Par ailleurs, I’ajout du nom propre Gabriel entre deux
crochets éclaircit la signification de la locution nominale source
notamment que son sens ne peut pas étre déduit des éléments qui la
composent.

(2) 4 4 Jaylato al-gadri
* nuit (la-grandeur + le-décret)
La nuit de (la grandeur + la destinée)
(=la nuit ou le Coran a été révélé sur le prophéte Moh:ammad)

L’emploi de cette locution nominale en arabe moderne désigne la
bonne chance' (Ghorab, 2005 : 500). Elle est dérivée de sourate Al-gadr
qui annonce la nuit ou le Coran a été révélé sur le prophéte Mohammad.
Les significations de cette locution dans les dictionnaires arabes ainsi que
dans les exégeéses du Coran sont multiples. Avant de présenter ses
différentes significations et leurs influences sur les traductions de notre
corpus, considérons les versets (1), (2) et (3) de sourate Al-gadr :

(V)Qg_':@i’ig”;;;)xzi\ij;xmJsﬁ\i\j;jua\;s'iuj(w))aﬂ\gjgxgsd;:’mg

s Aalia 3 gy aale Jasgt Ladie | 4adtal aaaal 58 Ladie " Mwumwfum oyl L
ED 3 = 2 Q4R
).L.l;'.‘\ji L e



Ibn Manz:our, dans Lissan Al-Arabe (1414 H.: ), a consacré
plusieurs pages pour les différentes significations du lexéme % gadr avec
ses différentes formes morphologiques parmi lesquelles nous citons :

sl a4y WSy clmil (o Jag e dl) o Lo say o AN el S, 3

fiij’sgjsgte_}é;‘_L,J},:dts"us‘eisj\g;isjmiuggam}iul;d;,)“in Ji

s 3150V L 38 3l AL a g ¢ AR ALY 3 Cuaal) iy taSa

La définition de I’unité lexicale L,V 4Ll Jaylati -I-gadr = la nuit (de

la destinée + du destin + du décret), selon lbn Manz:our, justifie les choix
des traducteurs MCH, JB et MACH. Considérons le tableau ci-dessus :

NC MCH ACH JB JG MACH
source
DANA | Ja nuit de | la Nuitde la la Nuit la nuit| la nuit du
laylati-I- | la Destinée Puissance | grandiose | du Destin
gadr décret
N Dét-N | Dét-N  de | Dét-Nde Dét-N Adj | Dét-N de | Dét-N de
Dét-N Dét-N Dét-N Dét-N

La croyance que layalt al-gadr est la nuit ou Allah prédestine la
destinée des hommes au ciel inférieur chaque année nous justifie le choix
des syonymes Destinée et Destin dans MCH et MACH, ce qui met en
relief «la puissance qui, selon certaines croyances, fixerait de facon
irrévocable le cours des événements » (Le Grand Robert de la langue
francaise, 2017)

De méme dans I’exégése d’AT:-T:abari (310 H.) :
A 8 Laal elaad) ) saad g dlaa G A1 138 W30 ) 2 0 )S Mad sy
L) oliial Lo ) aaty ) oSAY AL a5 ¢ N

La nuit du destin, nuit ot Dieu décide toutes les affaires de
[’année suivante (c’est la vingt-septiéme du ramadhan et la
plus sacrée) (Kazimiriski, 2004 : 1050)

ce qui justifie le choix de Grosjean (JG) en choisissant le substantif cible
décret, qui désigne toute « décision écrite émanant du pouvoir exécutif
dans le cadre tracé par la constitution, et soumis au contreseing
ministériel » et signifie au sens littéraire « décision, volonté d'une
puissance supérieure » (Le Grand Robert de la langue francaise, 2017).

Dans Kaliméat Al-Coran d’Ibn Makhlouf (1995 : 395), la suite
nominale L&l 4 laylato al-gadr signifie aaaall 5 s il 4L |aylato ach-
charafi wa -I-Caz:ama = la nuit de la grandeur et I’honneur (nous
traduisons). De méme, Ibn “achour (1393 H.), signale que sur le plan




syntaxique, la détermination par annexion du N;al-gadr au N; layla (nuit) -
dans la suite nominale [N; Dét-Nj]- qualifie le premier élément N; de la
grandeur’. Berque a transposé cette valeur dans la séquence cible la Nuit
grandiose [Dét-N Adj] employant I’adjectif grandiose qui désigne ce qui
impressionne par son caractére de grandeur, son aspect majestueux, son
ampleur (Le Grand Robert de la langue francaise, 2017). 1l a justifié son
choix dans une note de bas de page citant que :

«La traduction traditionnelle de gadr, et non gadar, en
«destin » ou «destinée » perd quelque peu de vue de la
signification du mot, qui référe avant tout au pouvoir grandiose
de Dieu : grandeur, sublimité. Tel est le sens retenu par le
Dictionnaire coranique de [’Académie du Caire » (Berque,
2002, s. XCVII : 689)

Les différentes interprétations de la signification du NC_ll 4l
laylat al-gqadr, d’aprés/dans les exégéses, justifient les différents choix des
traducteurs. Cependant, ce NC accepte deux traductions différentes hors du
texte coranique. Il peut avoir deux lectures, 1’une est compositionnelle et
I’autre est figée. Ces lectures dépendent de la nature du contexte ou il est
employé comme [’illustre les exemples suivants :

a. b.
NC _aall il Jaylat al-gadr NC _-ll 4l Jaylat al-gadr
au sens ordinaire au sens figé
BEURINRA] " aba ) Y ol ALY i o iy b
= Il se peut que ce soit la nuit [= est-il raisonnable que (ce soit la
(grandiose + de la destinée) nuit de chance + cette nuit porte de

chance) pour ces personnes-1a]

En traduisant ces deux exemples, il est indispensable d’identifier la
connotation du sens du NC dans la phrase a. et le figement sémantico-
lexical dans la phrase b. ol le sens du NC est non-compositionnel. Dans
I’exemple a. le NC L&) 4Ll Jaylat al-gadr peut indiquer ’une des dix
derniéres nuits de Ramadan. En revanche, la méme suite nominale dans b.
est une locution qui désigne la bonne chance.

(3) (stiall 52 sidrati al-montaha
* jujubier la-limite

b Ol y Capall eas s ad) ALaYL AL e 3 AN, Y a5 paal, VTAY S, sle o)
(el
2 http://www.alnilin.com/12930564.htm
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Jujubier de la limite (= un arabre céleste a la limite du Paradis)

Cette suite nominale a une référence culturelle et religieuse. Elle est

définie dans les dictionnaires arabes et les exégeses comme :
¢Aaally sl ks u}@y}quu”m‘yww slad) 3 8
Vs oAV Gl e et L) Bl ol 8 et 5 ()

(Ibn Manz:our, 1414 H. : 1972)

indice d’un arbre céleste « a [’endroit le plus avancé du
septieme ciel, a droite du tréne de I’Eternel, et qui est la
limite ou s arrétent les actions des hommes et la science des
anges et de toutes les créatures » (Kazimiriski, 2004 : Tome
1, 1070).

Le nom indéfini s montaha est un N_j,¢ alors que dans ce groupe
nominale composé, sa forme définie ¢l al-montaha [Dét.4¢N] désigne
la fin ou I’objectif comme le signale Ibn Manz:our dans Lissan Al-
Arabe (cit. lissan al-ar.). Le substantif s, sidra (=jujubier) designe un
genre d’<arbre>. Dans le NC 340l 3 53 sidrati al-montaha.

Dans la croyance musulmane, cette construction nominale est
attachée aussi au voyage nocture d’Al-Isrd’ wa al-mi°raj du prophéte
Mohammad. De cette dignité, ’expression est utilisée en arabe moderne
pour exprimer [’extrémité de la gloire (Abou sa“d, 1987 : 124)%.

Ce nom compose est cité dans le verset (14) de sourate AN-Najm
(L Etoile) -
DJM .\.\c (\V) LSP‘ d‘).\ ab Aﬂ} (\Y) (5‘).1\4&5 M})LA.\E\
[(aa.\!\ aJ}u] (\ O)LSJLA‘ 43 LAJ.\:: (ﬁ 2) u@.\.\Aﬂ
A I’observation des traductions ci-dessus, nous trouvons que la

suite &84l 333 sidrati al-montahd est traduite par les équivalents
suivants :

la

NC source MCH ACH JB JG MACH
sgiiall 3 )3 Lotus de | Lotusde | lotusdes | jujubier | jujubier
sidrati al- la limite la Limite confins | des de
montaha confins | frontiere
*jujubier la- ultime

v 0 vAAY il ) sadll (e (5 el AR giiall o




limite

Elle est traduite par translittération dans les cing traductions de
notre corpus. Cependant, les traducteurs n’utilisent pas les mémes
équivalents dans la langues d’arrivées.

Les traducteurs Chiadmi, Chouraqui et Berque ont traduit le
premier élément du noms composé source par Lotus —en majuscule- chez
les deux premiers et lotus —en minuscule- chez Berque. Le premier choix
indique 'unicité de 1’objet <arbre> dont parle I’énoncé source, cependant
le choix lexical n’est pas précis puisque le terme source 3, sidra
désigne ) <s > = jujubier <arbre>. D’aprés Ibn “achour (1393 H.) :

O 3ol iy pail L€ Hsmas (L) e} ) (o) Adlal

Bas 5 5ol s 8 i) 48k Y eel 55 La Y aad sty Y Al ey

S GUAl Sia 5 jauall cilamd (L) Gall) Jad g5l

Dés lors, le choix du substantif jujubier chez JG et MACH est plus
précis que lotus qui désigne une «plante dicotylédone (nymphéacées),
semblable au nénuphar blanc. Le lotus sacré est un des principaux symboles de
I'hindouisme » (Le Grand Robert de la langue francaise, 2017). Or, dans
toutes ces traductions, le sens reste vague et incompréhensible :

(s. AN-Najm, v.14) &all s 5 die
MCH : [14] pres du Lotus de la limite,
ACH : 14. au Lotus de la Limite
JB : 14 pres du lotus des confins
JG : pres du jujubier des confins
MACH : 14 — aupres du jujubier de la frontiére ultime,

Concernant la traduction de ce NC, nous proposons deux solutions.
La premiére est la traduction par translitération jujubier de la limite avec
un étoffement de (un arbre céleste a la limite du Paradis). La deuxiéme est
qu’il soit calqué en Sidrat Al-Montaha avec un étoffement de la méme
séquence (un arbre céleste a la limite du Paradis).

6. Conclusion

Les analyses qui précédent montrent que le figement complet dans
le cas des noms composés du texte coranique est rare, les locutions
nominales que nous avons analysées dans cette étude sont figées du point
de vue syntaxique. Pourtant, sur le plan sémantique, la non-
compositionnalité et 1’opacité de leur sens sont des propriétés discutables.
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Ce fait recourt au caractére du style coranique lui-méme puisque chaque
terme dans le Coran nécessite une lecture contextuelle, « ¢’est-a-dire une
lecture qui situe chaque élément du texte dans le contexte littéraire de
I’ensemble sémantique dont il fait partie » (Cuypers, 2016 : 9).

Nous sommes parties du postulat que les groupes nominaux figés
ou semi-figés ont un comportement syntactico-sémantique qui les distingue
des groupes nominaux libres. Le fonctionnement des groupes nominaux
non-libres comme un bloc malgré leur polylexicalité pose des difficultés a
la traduction, ce que notre analyse a confirmé.

Nous constatons que dans la traduction des locutions nominales, la
transposition va de paire avec la modulation dans la plupart des cas. Or,
I’étoffement est nécessaire dans certains cas afin d’éclaircir le sens dans le
texte cible notamment dans les noms composés qui ont un référent
religieux ou culturel comme ¢3! 3,25 sidrat al-montaha (*jujubier de la
limite = un arbre céleste a la limite du Paradis). Une telle locution ne peut
étre employée hors d’un contexte religieux que pour indiquer le sens figé :
Dextrémité de la gloire.

Pour conclure, il est & noter que certaines locutions nominales qui
acceptent les deux lectures —libre ou figée— dans le texte coranique ne
peuvent étre employées qu’au sens figé dans les textes littéraires ou ceux
de la presse. La conscience a I’emploi figé d’une locution aide le traducteur
a mener a bien son choix dans la langue d’arrivée. Dans cette étude, nous
avons abouti une analyse approfondie, sur les plans syntaxico-sémantique
et traductologique, de trois exemples de noms composés figés extraits du
texte coranique. Il serait donc intéressant qu’une prochaine étude sera
consacrée a la documentation et I’analyse lexicologique des locutions
nominales du Coran et leurs traductions francaises afin de recueillir un
corpus riche et exhautif qui aidera a la traduction ainsi qu’au traitement
automatique de ce type d’expressions particuliéres.
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JB : Traduction de Jacques BERQUE , Le Coran essai de traduction

JG : Traduction de Jean GROSJEAN, Le Coran

MACH : Traduction de Malek CHEBEL, Le Coran

Dét : Déterminant
N : Nom

NC : Nom composé
S. : sourate

V. : verset
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