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Classifying the governorates according to their developmental capabilities to achieve
decentralization

Ebtihal Ahmed Abdel Moaty
Department of Regional Development, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo University

Abstract:

Many countries have tended to implement decentralization as it has a positive impact on
development; and enables administrative units to achieve desirable levels of development. Egypt as
one of these countries; had several steps to articulate the new law of local development under the
Article "176" of the Constitution of Egypt in 2014, which stresses the enable of providing local
facilities, good management, and sets the timetable for the transfer of powers and budgets to Local
Administration. But mechanisms required; as well as economic, social, political, and urban standards
to qualify the administrative units to implement an effective decentralized system through which
development is achieved are missing. In this context the new role of the administrative units is no
longer limited to the management of local resources, but also to achieve economic competitiveness;
whether at the local or global level. The impact of decentralization on urban development; emerges
a new role for the local administrative units to manage and planning the urbanization process
resulting from the economic, social, and urban transformations. Within this framework, several new
concepts and approaches have emerged, such as; the dynamic Unit, the entrepreneurial Unit, and
other concepts that require a review of the standardized model for the administrative units at all
levels. Thus for the paper theoretically and analytically reviews and examines the qualifications, the
concepts, and the new characteristics of the administrative units. The conclusion analyses and
classifies governorates according to their ability to implement decentralization using the cluster
analysis method, and interpreted the results of different groups of governorates. The research ends
with identify the weaknesses in the development of the governorates' capabilities and proposes the
appropriate degree of decentralization for each governorate.

Key words: local administration systems; Decentralization systems; symmetrical / asymmetrical

decentralization
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