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PLACEMAKING USING TEMPORARY ACTIVITIES - A CASE STUDY OF PUBLIC SPACES IN
HISTORICAL CAIRO

Abstract

The public spaces are the outlet for the urban fabric. The design process of such spaces
incorporates two main components: mass and space. The city profile and identity are formed
by the interaction of its users with its external spaces. Accordingly, failure to design the urban
spaces to satisfy its users’ requirements leads to abundance of such spaces or forces them to
adopt certain acupunctures and acquire certain behaviors to respond to their needs. This leads
to their deformation and loss of their original functionality, especially if they are historical
spaces. Example of this is that we can observe different users sitting in the Opera Square
around lbrahim Pasha Statue and on the fences of Azbakia Garden due to the lack of sitting
areas.

Despite the importance of public spaces, we find they are not carefully included in
regeneration plans for contexts of value. These spaces also suffer from a lot of deterioration.
Urban designers face many challenges to create an external context that combines various
activities, to meet the needs of society and to respond to global changes. Therefore, temporary
activities can take a role in regenerating and developing these spaces. Various recent trends
support placemaking through temporary activities in accordance with their characteristics and
needs for development. Temporary activities can be thus selected to develop such spaces,
especially leftover spaces, for their vital role in supporting diversity in urban spaces, revitalizing
urban areas, and regenerating old neighborhoods around those spaces. Instead of creating new
public spaces, spaces can be adaptively reused in various ways using such temporary activities.
Consequently, policymakers should support this approach for its significance in making the best
value of public spaces and in considering them as assets rather than being viewed as liabilities.
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Placemaking; Temporary activities; Public spaces; Regeneration; Historic districts.



