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The courses of History of Architecture
From Theory to Design

(With special reference to the department of Architecture, Ain Shams University)

Abstract

With the spread of different architectural styles, especially the classic ones, notably
in residential units in the new residential communities, the paper discusses the
courses concerned with the history of architecture — in the Department of
Architecture — and their relation to architectural design, to determine the
effectiveness of the content and teaching method upon strengthening and
developing the student's design skills of different styles. Questionnaires and
interviews were carried out with a sample of students, including the four years'
students of 2017-2018 — as explained in the research methodology. Also, analysis of
the data collected by ANOVA and chi-square tests were done to see if there is a
relationship between the courses and the degree of desirability of the design styles.
The research proved that teaching history of architecture with its theoretical syllabus,
objectives, and methods of teaching does not affect the design skills of the students.
Thus benefiting from the current modification of the undergraduate bylaw at the
Faculty of Engineering at Ain Shams University, which aims to enhance the teaching
methods applied to the curriculum, to overcome this deficiency, this research
suggested re-dividing the hours of architecture history courses to add tutorials to
lectures, to implement teaching strategies built on projects and problem solving,
with the aim of training students to use different styles in various projects.

Key words: problem solving; architectural design; History of Architecture; style;
classic; modern.



