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Abstract

Courtyard is one of the most important elements that characterize Arab Heritage Urbanism.
Courtyard was historically found in many civilizations and different heritage areas around the
world, e.g. India, China, Greeks, and Romans, also it was used by Arabs and Muslims in their
Architecture because of its compatibility with environmental requirements and needs, social
and cultural aspects as well.

Courtyard represents an active spatial value, either on the level of Housing unit, or the level of
urban fabric, as it is one of the suitable solutions for many requirements. According to its
spatial characteristics; the courtyard position with respect to architecture and urbanization has
an important value, and is considered as an effective factor of the extent of functional,
environmental, and morphological efficiency of the house.

The Arab heritage urban fabric reflects certain patterns, in which the position of the courtyard
represents an important dimension in the form, function, and the environment of urban
locality, and characterizes its identity as well, where the selection of courtyard position has
been associated with several criteria, values, and functional, morphological and social concepts
that will be analyzed and concluded in this research, both at the level of housing unit (in terms
of function and spatial morphology and visual and moral perception, and the dimensions of
privacy and the impact of environment and climate), or at the level of the relationship between
the courtyard position and urbanism, and extraction of concepts and values related to the
position of courtyard, and the extent of achieving life, environmental and social requirements
of house and residential urbanism in the Arab region.

Keywords: courtyard, Position, house, residential compact urbanism.



