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Vision Towards an Effective Policy for Low-income Housing in
Egypt “Evaluation of the Social Housing Program in New Cities”

ABSTRACT

The low-income housing problem in Egypt denotes a serious crisis for this group, as it
is not only the gap between housing supply and demand, but mainly the imbalance
between the quality of supply and demand of housing units on one hand, and the
needs and potentialities of low income groups on the other. This problem is the
result of a succession of economic, social and political conditions that Egypt
experienced during the 20th century. The government has hereby given it
considerable attention expressed in a series of subsidized housing programs and
projects since the 1950s until now (2018). Their titles have developed from public
housing to economic housing, then youth and future housing, then the National
Housing Program, and finally the Social Housing Program. However, the
effectiveness of the subsidized housing construction policy in alleviating the burden
on poor households in acquiring adequate, safe and healthy housing is still
guestionable. Hence, this research is an attempt to analyze this policy through an
evaluation for both previous and ongoing government programs and projects, and
the extent to which the latter are taking into account the problems and
disadvantages of the previous efforts, in an attempt to reach principles for outlining
a more comprehensive and efficient vision for providing adequate housing, and
triggering current housing programs in Egypt. The paper is divided into three parts.
The first part introduces and analyzes the housing programs and projects offered to
low-income residents in Egyptian new cities between 1990 and 2009, delineating
positive and negative aspects of each. The second part is an analysis for the ongoing
social housing program; whether it is a new approach to overcoming the problem or
a continuation for past policies and programs. Based on this evaluation, the third
part of the paper introduces a vision to activate low income housing programs and
projects, and recommendations towards an impartial housing policy in Egypt.

Key words: Housing problem in Egypt - Policies and programs dealing with the
housing problem - Low income housing programs and projects in Egyptian new cities
- Social housing program - Proposals for the development of housing programs



