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Abstract 

Tantalus’ Feast: Its Time and Interpretation 

 
 It is widely accepted that Tantalus is famed for his many reprehensible 

crimes, which earned him his eternal punishment. The legend of offering up 

his son, Pelops, as a sacrifice to the gods is the most horrifying. The legend 

tells that he slaughtered his son, cooked him, and then served him up as food 

within a feast for the gods. They were guests invited at Tantalus’ table. 

The researcher, in this study, seeks to interpret this myth and determine 

its mythical time in the light of myth and ritual theory based on analytical and 

comparative methods. The researcher concluded that this myth belongs to the 

silver age. It is related to the drought associated with the disappearance of 

Persephone. Hence, the sacrifice of Pelops was a ritual intended to bring 

fertility, and then turned into a rite of passage. 
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“ἔστι δ᾽ ἀνδρὶ φάμεν ἐοικὸς ἀμφὶ δαιμόνων καλά: μείων γὰρ αἰτία 

υἱὲ Ταντάλου, σὲ δ᾽, ἀντία προτέρων, φθέγξομαι”14 

 

“ὡς δ᾽ ἄφαντος ἔπελες, οὐδὲ ματρὶ πολλὰ μαιόμενοι φῶτες ἄγαγον 
ἔννεπε κρυφᾶ τις αὐτίκα φθονερῶν γειτόνων,  

ὕδατος ὅτι σε πυρὶ ζέοισαν εἰς ἀκμὰν  
μαχαίρᾳ τάμον κάτα μέλη,  

τραπέζαισί τ᾽, ἀμφὶ δεύτατα, κρεῶν  
σέθεν διεδάσαντο καὶ φάγον.  
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ἐμοὶ δ᾽ ἄπορα γαστρίμαργον μακάρων τιν᾽ εἰπεῖν. ἀφίσταμαι.  
ἀκέρδεια λέλογχεν θαμινὰ κακαγόρους.”15 
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