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Abstract 

Crumbs of Homer Banquets 

a New Approach to Aeschylus’ Fragment (TrGF.vol.3T 112a-b) 

This research makes a new approach to the known fragment 

attributed to Aeschylus and which was referred to by Athenaeus (Athen., 

Deipnosoph.8.39=8.347e). 

The common interpretation of this saying tends to consider that 

Aeschylus was speaking, in this fragment, modestly. He wanted to clarify 

that the topics of his plays were derived from Homer’s heroic poems and 

that his treatments seemed modest if compared with Homer’s poems. The 

researcher exerted much effort in reading the fragment in the context of 

Athenaeus’ text, taking into consideration the nature of epic singing as well 

as the topics dealt with by Aeschylus. The researcher concluded that 

Aeschylus hadn’t focused only on the topics treated by Homer, nor on those 

included in the Trojan epic circle, he rather made use of the mythical and 

epic traditions in a selective way that was compatible with his ideas. 

Moreover, the researcher came up with the fact that Aeschylus had meant by 

“Homer’s Banquets” those which had been already mentioned in “Odyssey” 

written by Homer, where the epic singing was accompanied, in most 

occasions, with banquets. The researcher clarifies that by “crumbs” he 

pointed to the long tragic works with many events in comparison with the 

topics treated by epic poems, as the tragic work deals with one event with a 

limited time, while the epic poems deal with complex events with unlimited 

time. Thus, Aeschylus’ purpose of his fragment, according to the 

researcher’s viewpoint, was to clarify that his tragic plays were worthwhile 

just as the works of the epic poets, as they were derived from the same 

mythical source. However, tragedy is different from epic poems, as it deals 

with topics of one event with a limited time, making it clear, with proud not 

with modesty, that he retackled limited minor events which had been 
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accidently handled by epic poems in an intensive tragic framework, thus the 

comparison came in his favor, as the treatment of those limited topics, when 

it comes to time and events, reveals his ability as a genius tragic poet. 

    The researcher adopted the analytical and comparative methods and the 

“hypersexuality theory”. 

Ἀθήναιος

Δειπνοσοφισταί 

Αἰσχύλος(Athen., 

Deipnosoph.8.39=8.347e)

"ὃς τὰς αὑτοῦ τραγῳδίας τεμάχη εἶναι ἔλεγεν τῶν Ὁμήρου  
μεγάλων δείπνων” 

Scott

Ὅμηρος

Storey

Allan

 

 Radin Max

Radin (M.), “Homer and Aeschylus”, The Classical Journal, Vol. 17, No. 6 (Mar., 
1922), p.332-334. 
2 - Scott (J.A.), “Athenaeus on Aeschylus and Homer”, The Classical Journal, Vol. 
16, No. 5 (Feb., 1921), p. 302-303. 
3 - Radin, op.cit., p. 332 
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Smith

Ramsey

 

Transtextualité

 
4 - Storey (I.C.) and Allan (A.), A Guide to Ancient Drama, Blackwell Publishing, 
Oxford, 2005, p.4. 

5 - Smith (A.M.), “Homeric Constructions: The Reception of Homeric Authority”, 
PhD Thesis, University of Missouri-Columbia, 2014, p.225. 
Ramsey (R.), “Aeschylus as Oral Performance: Rhythm, Structure, and Meaning in 
the Persians”, PhD Thesis, University of Newcastle, 2016, p.41. 
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ΘεόφραστοςΧαμαιλέων

“φιλόσοφος δὲ ἦν τῶν πάνυ ὁ Αἰσχύλος, ὃς καὶ ἡττηθεὶς ἀδίκως 
ποτέ, ὡς Θεόφραστος ἢ Χαμαιλέων ἐν τῷ περὶ ἡδονῆς εἴρηκεν, 

 ἔφη χρόνῳ τὰς τραγῳδίας ἀνατιθέναι, εἰδὼς ὅτι κομιεῖται  
9.”τιμήν προσήκουσαν νὴτ 

 

“τῶν Ὁμήρου μεγάλων δείπνων” حيث ،δείπνων

δεῖπνον

Ὀδύσσεια

ἄριστονδεῖπνονδόρπονδόρποςἄριστον

δόρποςδεῖπνον

 
8 - Eust., Comm. Ad Hom. Il., ψ.256, π.1298.56. 
9 - Athenaeus, Deipnosoph.8.39= 8.347e. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=FILO%2FSOFOS&la=greek&can=filo%2Fsofos0&prior=DEI/PNWN
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=DE%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C1&prior=FILO/SOFOS
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=H%29%3DN&la=greek&can=h%29%3Dn0&prior=DE/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TW%3DN&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn5&prior=H)=N
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=PA%2FNU&la=greek&can=pa%2Fnu0&prior=TW=N
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=O%28&la=greek&can=o%282&prior=PA/NU
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*AI%29SXU%2FLOS&la=greek&can=*ai%29sxu%2Flos0&prior=O(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=O%28%5CS&la=greek&can=o%28%5Cs2&prior=*AI)SXU/LOS
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=KAI%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C9&prior=O(/S
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=H%28TTHQEI%5CS&la=greek&can=h%28tthqei%5Cs0&prior=KAI/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=A%29DI%2FKWS&la=greek&can=a%29di%2Fkws0&prior=H(TTHQEI/S
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=POTE%2F&la=greek&can=pote%2F0&prior=A)DI/KWS
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=W%28S&la=greek&can=w%28s0&prior=POTE/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=H%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C3&prior=*QEO/FRASTOS
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*XAMAILE%2FWN&la=greek&can=*xamaile%2Fwn0&prior=H)/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=E%29N&la=greek&can=e%29n2&prior=(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TW%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C0&prior=E)N
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=PERI%5C&la=greek&can=peri%5C0&prior=TW=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=H%28DONH%3DS&la=greek&can=h%28donh%3Ds0&prior=PERI/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=EI%29%2FRHKEN&la=greek&can=ei%29%2Frhken0&prior=H(DONH=S
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=E%29%2FFH&la=greek&can=e%29%2Ffh0&prior=EI)/RHKEN
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=XRO%2FNW%7C&la=greek&can=xro%2Fnw%7C0&prior=E)/FH
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TA%5CS&la=greek&can=ta%5Cs2&prior=XRO/NW|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TRAGW%7CDI%2FAS&la=greek&can=tragw%7Cdi%2Fas1&prior=TA/S
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=A%29NATIQE%2FNAI&la=greek&can=a%29natiqe%2Fnai0&prior=TRAGW|DI/AS
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=EI%29DW%5CS&la=greek&can=ei%29dw%5Cs0&prior=A)NATIQE/NAI
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=O%28%2FTI&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fti0&prior=EI)DW/S
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=KOMIEI%3DTAI&la=greek&can=komiei%3Dtai0&prior=O(/TI
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TIMH%2FN&la=greek&can=timh%2Fn0&prior=PROSH/KOUSAN
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=PROSH%2FKOUSAN&la=greek&can=prosh%2Fkousan0&prior=TH/N
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=TH%5CN&la=greek&can=th%5Cn0&prior=KOMIEI=TAI
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ριστονἄ10δόρπος11

ἀκράτισμα

ἄριστονδεῖπνον

ςδόρποπνονῖδε

 
10 - Hom., Od.15.397. 
11 - Hom., Od.17.170. 
12 - Deipnon 
http://www.hellenicaworld.com/Greece/Ancient/en/Deipnon.html  

 

http://www.hellenicaworld.com/Greece/Ancient/en/Deipnon.html
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Μενέλαος

ἈτρεύςΤηλέμαχοςΠεισίστρατος

Νέστωρ 

"ὣς οἱ μὲν δαίνυντο καθ᾽ ὑψερεφὲς μέγα δῶμα 
…………μετὰ δέ σφιν ἐμέλπετο θεῖος ἀοιδὸς 
φορμίζων, δοιὼ δὲ κυβιστητῆρε κατ᾽ αὐτούς, 
μολπῆς ἐξάρχοντος, ἐδίνευον κατὰ μέσσους.”14 

Δημόδoκος

Ἀλκίνους

Ὀδυσσεύς 

“δαιτυμόνες δ᾽ ἀνὰ δώματ᾽ ἀκουάζωνται ἀοιδοῦ 
ἥμενοι ἑξείης, παρὰ δὲ πλήθωσι τράπεζαι 

σίτου καὶ κρειῶν, μέθυ δ᾽ ἐκ κρητῆρος ἀφύσσων 
10οἰνοχόος φορέῃσι καὶ ἐγχείῃ δεπάεσσι.”15

 
14 - Hom., Od.4.15-19. 
15 - Hom., Od.9.7-10. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dai%2Fnunto&la=greek&can=dai%2Fnunto0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29na%5C&la=greek&can=a%29na%5C0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dw%2Fmat%27&la=greek&can=dw%2Fmat%270&prior=a)na/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29koua%2Fzwntai&la=greek&can=a%29koua%2Fzwntai0&prior=dw/mat%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29oidou%3D&la=greek&can=a%29oidou%3D1&prior=a)koua/zwntai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%2Fmenoi&la=greek&can=h%28%2Fmenoi0&prior=a)oidou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28cei%2Fhs&la=greek&can=e%28cei%2Fhs0&prior=h(/menoi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=para%5C&la=greek&can=para%5C0&prior=e(cei/hs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=para/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=plh%2Fqwsi&la=greek&can=plh%2Fqwsi0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tra%2Fpezai&la=greek&can=tra%2Fpezai0&prior=plh/qwsi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=si%2Ftou&la=greek&can=si%2Ftou0&prior=tra/pezai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=si/tou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kreiw%3Dn&la=greek&can=kreiw%3Dn0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fqu&la=greek&can=me%2Fqu0&prior=kreiw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%272&prior=me/qu
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29k&la=greek&can=e%29k0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=krhth%3Dros&la=greek&can=krhth%3Dros0&prior=e)k
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29fu%2Fsswn&la=greek&can=a%29fu%2Fsswn0&prior=krhth=ros
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29noxo%2Fos&la=greek&can=oi%29noxo%2Fos0&prior=a)fu/sswn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fore%2Fh%7Csi&la=greek&can=fore%2Fh%7Csi0&prior=oi)noxo/os
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C1&prior=fore/h|si
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29gxei%2Fh%7C&la=greek&can=e%29gxei%2Fh%7C0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=depa%2Fessi&la=greek&can=depa%2Fessi0&prior=e)gxei/h|
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“οἱ δ᾽ εἰς Ἀλκινόοιο κίον καὶ δαῖτ᾽ ἀλέγυνον. 
τοῖσι δὲ βοῦν ἱέρευσ᾽ ἱερὸν μένος Ἀλκινόοιο 
Ζηνὶ κελαινεφέϊ Κρονίδῃ, ὃς πᾶσιν ἀνάσσει. 
μῆρα δὲ κήαντες δαίνυντ᾽ ἐρικυδέα δαῖτα 

τερπόμενοι: μετὰ δέ σφιν ἐμέλπετο θεῖος ἀοιδός, 
16”τετιμένος λαοῖσι ,Δημόδοκος 

Φήμιος

 

“ἤσθιε δ᾽ ἧος ἀοιδὸς ἐνὶ μεγάροισιν ἄειδεν: 

εὖθ᾽ ὁ δεδειπνήκειν, ὁ δ᾽ ἐπαύετο θεῖος ἀοιδός.”17

 
16 - Hom., Od.13.23-28. 
17 - Hom., Od.17.358-359. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28&la=greek&can=oi%283&prior=e)retmoi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%279&prior=oi(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ki%2Fon&la=greek&can=ki%2Fon0&prior=*)alkino/oio
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C3&prior=ki/on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dai%3Dt%27&la=greek&can=dai%3Dt%270&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29le%2Fgunon&la=greek&can=a%29le%2Fgunon0&prior=dai=t%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Dsi&la=greek&can=toi%3Dsi0&prior=a)le/gunon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=toi=si
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bou%3Dn&la=greek&can=bou%3Dn0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28e%2Freus%27&la=greek&can=i%28e%2Freus%270&prior=bou=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28ero%5Cn&la=greek&can=i%28ero%5Cn1&prior=i(e/reus%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fnos&la=greek&can=me%2Fnos1&prior=i(ero/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29alkino%2Foio&la=greek&can=*%29alkino%2Foio2&prior=me/nos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*zhni%5C&la=greek&can=*zhni%5C0&prior=*)alkino/oio
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kelainefe%2Fi%2B&la=greek&can=kelainefe%2Fi%2B0&prior=*zhni/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*kroni%2Fdh%7C&la=greek&can=*kroni%2Fdh%7C0&prior=kelainefe/i+
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%5Cs&la=greek&can=o%28%5Cs0&prior=*kroni/dh|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%3Dsin&la=greek&can=pa%3Dsin0&prior=o(/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29na%2Fssei&la=greek&can=a%29na%2Fssei0&prior=pa=sin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%3Dra&la=greek&can=mh%3Dra0&prior=a)na/ssei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C1&prior=mh=ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kh%2Fantes&la=greek&can=kh%2Fantes0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dai%2Fnunt%27&la=greek&can=dai%2Fnunt%270&prior=kh/antes
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29rikude%2Fa&la=greek&can=e%29rikude%2Fa0&prior=dai/nunt%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dai%3Dta&la=greek&can=dai%3Dta0&prior=e)rikude/a
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=terpo%2Fmenoi&la=greek&can=terpo%2Fmenoi0&prior=dai=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meta%5C&la=greek&can=meta%5C0&prior=terpo/menoi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%2F&la=greek&can=de%2F0&prior=meta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sfin&la=greek&can=sfin0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29me%2Flpeto&la=greek&can=e%29me%2Flpeto0&prior=sfin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qei%3Dos&la=greek&can=qei%3Dos0&prior=e)me/lpeto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29oido%2Fs&la=greek&can=a%29oido%2Fs0&prior=qei=os
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tetime%2Fnos&la=greek&can=tetime%2Fnos0&prior=laoi=si
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=laoi%3Dsi&la=greek&can=laoi%3Dsi0&prior=*dhmo/dokos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*dhmo%2Fdokos&la=greek&can=*dhmo%2Fdokos0&prior=a)oido/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%2Fsqie&la=greek&can=h%29%2Fsqie0&prior=ph/rhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%276&prior=h)/sqie
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%3Dos&la=greek&can=h%28%3Dos0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29oido%5Cs&la=greek&can=a%29oido%5Cs0&prior=h(=os
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ni%5C&la=greek&can=e%29ni%5C0&prior=a)oido/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mega%2Froisin&la=greek&can=mega%2Froisin0&prior=e)ni/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Feiden&la=greek&can=a%29%2Feiden0&prior=mega/roisin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29%3Dq%27&la=greek&can=eu%29%3Dq%270&prior=a)/eiden
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%280&prior=eu)=q%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dedeipnh%2Fkein&la=greek&can=dedeipnh%2Fkein0&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%281&prior=dedeipnh/kein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%277&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pau%2Feto&la=greek&can=e%29pau%2Feto0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qei%3Dos&la=greek&can=qei%3Dos0&prior=e)pau/eto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29oido%2Fs&la=greek&can=a%29oido%2Fs0&prior=qei=os
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“πωλεύμην μνηστῆρσιν ἀεισόμενος μετὰ δαῖτας.”18

οίοιδἀ

20

 
18 - Hom., Od.22.352. 

 

يرى الباحث أنه  - 20

21 - Athenaeus, Deiponosoph. 1.24= 1.14a-b. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pwleu%2Fmhn&la=greek&can=pwleu%2Fmhn0&prior=xati/zwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mnhsth%3Drsin&la=greek&can=mnhsth%3Drsin1&prior=pwleu/mhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29eiso%2Fmenos&la=greek&can=a%29eiso%2Fmenos0&prior=mnhsth=rsin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meta%5C&la=greek&can=meta%5C1&prior=a)eiso/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dai%3Dtas&la=greek&can=dai%3Dtas0&prior=meta/
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δείπνων

Ἡρόδοτος

Κύπρια

Πέρσαι

”κτορος λύτραἝ ἢ Φρύγες“

”ρώπηὐΕ ἢ Κάρες“”Μυρμιδόνες“

”Νηρείδες“

 
22 - Hdt., 2.17. 
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”Κίρκη“

”γοιοΌστόλ“”Πηνελόπη“

”φιγένειαἸ“”Μυσοί“

”Παλαμήδης“”Τήλεφος“

”ισσαῇΘρ“”Μέμνων“

”κρίσις πλωνὍ“”ιαιΣαλαμίν“

”Ψυχοστασία“

”Λήμνιοι“”Φιλοκτήτης“

”γαμέμνωνἈ“
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ἡλίου εἶναι ἢ μικρὸν ἐξαλλάττειν, ἡ δὲ ἐποποιία ἀόριστος 

57.”ῳχρόν ῷτ  
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