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Key Features of the Ottoman Empire and the Features of Reformist Thinking
until the Beginning of the Eighteenth Century (The Tulip Era)

Tarig Shehab Ahmed
Abstract
The research shows and presents the most important and key
features that characterized the Ottoman State since its inception in 1299
AD /699 AH, until the early beginning of the eighteenth century, as well
as review the reasons and factors of weakness that has surrounded the state
and contributed in its delay and stumble.Then the research summarizes a
number of reformist ideas that tried to offer some solutions to the problems
that were facing the Ottoman Empire in order to work on the restoration of
its recovery again. The research depended on a historical approach through
the exploration of events and the awareness of the different Turkish,
English and Arabic sources and references.
The most important and key features of the Ottoman Empire were:
- Commitment to Islamic law in the management of state affairs.
- Shura Consultation with religious scholars and statesmen.
- Taking care of the Clergy and put them in their deserving place.
- Jihad for the sake of Allah, and taking care of soldiers.

The most important causes of vulnerability divided into internal
and external reasons. The reasons of vulnerabilityvaried between the
corruption of the central administration in the state, and the lack of political
experience among some of the sultans, in addition to the poor conditions of
the Ottoman army and navy, and the deterioration of the financial situation
and economic conditions in general. The repeated defeats, which the State
suffered from, were also the powerful factors that imposed and caused a
falling situation to the state between the surrounding countries.

Then began the attempts of reform through the tries of some of the
intellectuals and Ottoman's statesmen; among them were "Lotfy Pasha",
Hassan Kafi Al Agahsari”, and "Quggi Bey." They wrote their reformist
thought and submitted it to the sultans to contribute in offering solution of
the reasons for the falling of the State.

The research is trying to contribute in the monitoring of the
important historical period of the age of the Ottoman Empire, in which its
impact was not limited to the Ottoman State, but also to the whole
world.
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Kurumunun Geligsmesi ve Saray Hayati1 Teskilaty, s.269, Ankara 1978.
Calia ads el JSue oalis ¢ ag )l JSue oald Lagy dually 1 Suual) Ll =
ATl 8 camiall 138 aanul y cgalall (il el @85 )V sloas (han 13a] 5 caaill 138
2o 8 K ol (IS5 876551363 sle J5Y) Al e glalud) e A dlda)
Ao 3 o Sy e Al AKAY) (65 Jlacal A Jsaall am gl o8 il daaa el
gl AV 5 ¢ Loyl Sue pload Lanaal ¢l ) Coaiall 138 aniil —2886- 51481
fd e s e Tpa¥) 3 L leg )l Sue sl Caie S L Jpnl) See
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-M.ZekiPakalin,a.g.e.,C.1,5.411-418

- Midhet Sertoglu, a.g.e., s. 80-81
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Bkz:

- M.Zeki Pakaln, a.g.e., C. 3, s. 624-629

- Midhet Sertoglu, a.g.e., s.366-367
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- Bkz:M.Zeki Pakalmn, a.g.e., C.1, s.767-768.
- Midhet Sertoglu, a.g.e., s. 145.
13_ Bkz: Dr. Abdiilkadir Altunsu, a.g.e.
!4 _Bkz: Hidayet Yavuz, Miiteferrika Matbaasmmn Kurulmasi i¢in verilen
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250. yih bilimsel toplantis1 10-11 Aralik 1979, Ankara bildiriler, Ankara
1980, s. 119-126
1. Bkz: Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri Tarihi, Idari ve Lojistik, Genel Kurmay
Basmmevi, Ankara, 1995, s.14.
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Halil inalcik, Osmanh Devrinde Tiirk Ordusu, 1972, s. 130-128
-Mesut Uyar and Edward J. Ericson, A Militray History of The Ottomans
From Osman to Atatirk, USA 2009.
S 58 1(—2339/,950-—2260/5874) A&l suai o Ak G dene G dena T
N g5 cJeall S5 sl OV aleall A G aleally Coyad g ¢cpaliall 4800

(2015 powsn y19381) 43 el - puadi pre ol il g 174



e Gealidl ¢y adlas (i Lgs (> Mo ,Sall medleg cdiledall & guldl ilow @i

CG—ed 8 (s Tyl il pme N doa ) a8 A IS L il L L ala
2O 20 pa Tz ‘(Jr-“)!\ c‘?JSJ_}l\ ol ad— ol
& o3—e 1(—2808/a1406-—2732/51332) o pmall sala (p dana o cpen W 2 =70
Aoty cuall plaa¥l ale Guwie s ¢ jae (B Ay g Al o e Chsulds
VA eaBdl " A g Tl o g’ alilse jedl ey casall ia 1Xies sl ) jle B
Gl cosala G Gea )l e sk cosala o Jga Dlasleall (g0 23l e g S0
.1979 ‘Gl 1:\\\ <l < ha A Gl PRTIR A 35 O 14 Ur‘l 3
330 e 3z b aa e o AN gt -
2. Bkz. Bayraktar Bayrakli, Farabi’de Devlet Felsefesi, Istanbul 1983,
S.42
=234 <1989 5 ) paiall ¢ Sl die A gal) Ay k0 cdeal dw ilaas 3 - tlad Dl
28
po—tadl ddaar ) glite Camg (sala G e Laglng A sall o sede cgalb a3 by, o
1977 <3l adl I aaal) dpmlyual) 5 A 53D
22 - Baron Joseph Von Hammer Purgstall, Osmanh devleti tarihi, C. 7,
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Istanbul 2009, Cem Yaymevi, s. 22.
a3,V deme then i glantyY) ) e sddl) (e Aaldiall Al gall gy cclally Jia =%
76 b= 2002 Lud <1k
RNV SUPU. PR T B SV UG T REPUE NG S IOS R P PR
O il g gy iy Ay gy s LSS (B0 gl g utall (g e
ady s el il Coa g aelui Ay Sue claa gy 3 @ adall o) e adlal
IS Giata

agiexd o agl 3l il jlied o (3 358l Jailgrg gy e

Encyclopadia Britannica, Article Cossack,

www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/139420

fiale Al (L3l Ciaga deal S 8 a5 S8 g sl (ald pla gzl — F
25 e <1995 (el e Gaela by sdie

2 aslald ——2929/51523 55 27)( S s il LaL a5 sl —

e dugda o ey Sl a8l lele Galul) ddie el jaa J4 58 :(—2942/,1536

e o L5550 Ol o )sas A gall (8w suall 00 gria e 40 el Sl 5 L i el

dalull e La sl dune (8 dmane 3 pud Al iy Acadall dalac] Cig ylag o o 5il8l)

iy ols alie¥) paall Cuaie ol g L lls daded Sy Jpmll ) 3 o OB ¢ b s

L2 (2015 sraus— 519381) 43 onll - undd e il g



el ilgd B)lo

;;,—‘)-“—35‘ Q”“‘ \\2\'&;’5 "‘Q_ACJ\ 51 < .5y 'O—‘“O:‘—:"m‘
Bkz: Ilber Ortayh, Osmanl'y1 Yeniden Kesefetmek, Istanbul, 2006, s. 151
- Esma Tezcan, Pargali Ibrahim Pasa Cevresindeki Edebi Yasam, Bilkent
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Bkz: Midhet Sertoglu, a.g.e., s. 313-314.
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