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Stereotypes of police officers: A comparative study
among police officers and segments of Egyptian society

ShabanAbdelsamad® Enas Abd EImoneam Hashad®

) Vivre Mohamed Elhady
Abstract:

The research aimed to identify the perceived stereotypical image
of police officers in different segments of Egyptian society, VS the
self-perceived image of a sample of police officers, as well as to
define the sources of this image formation in each group of the study.
The sample consisted of (365) participants (325 were general public
from different segments of Egyptian society, and (40) were police
officers), the sample contained both genders, different educational
levels, and multiple jobs. The researchers based on the stereotypes'
checklist (prepared by: Mohammed Khalil, Magda Ahmed, Najia
Ishag, Mona Abu Tira, 2004), as well as the basic data form. The
results revealed that there were statistically significant differences
between the public sample, and police officers in the perceived
positive characteristics of an officer in the direction of the sample of
officers (their vision for themselves), and in the perceived negative
characteristics of an officer towards the public sample. There were
also differences between the professional groups in the perceived
positive characteristics of police officers, especially teachers, and
there were statistically significant differences between the educational
levels groups in the perceived negative attitudes towards the higher
educated category compared to the rest of educational groups, while
there were no statistically significant differences found in the
stereotypes' checklist between age groups. The media (television,
cinema and radio) was a key source in shaping the stereotypical image
of officers in the sample of the general public, while social relations
came through work; family; friends; and study were the essential
source in shaping officers' image of themselves.

Key words: stereotype , police officers.
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