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The Lack of the Regional Dimensions in the Strategic Planning for the
Egyptian Cities

Abstract

In the recent years, the Egyptian government has been directed to prepare strategic plans for
the existing city development in order to face the incremental problems of these cities such as
the informal urban growth on the arable lands. Participatory planning approach is the process
employed in developing these cities as an appropriate way towards the achievement of
development objectives. The government completes around 50 cities in preparing their
strategic plans. By reviewing these plans it can be observed that the planning of these cities
have been done individually. Thus, the regional studies have only directed to monitor the local
relations within a limited geographic area representing in the City Region. Moreover, the
strategic plan of the Egyptian villages has the same problem. Most of the proposed roles of cities
located in a region are similar and this contracts with the regional development theories. These
plans also contrast with the hierarchy and size of urban communities for achieving the regional
balance between resources and population. Furthermore, it is noticed the opposition between
the projected visions for each city and the national aspirations to minimize the centralization
and protect the agricultural lands as national strategic goal. The plans have not considered the
functioning of new urban and rural communities in the regard of their urban growth which lead
to decline the development rates of new communities. All of these impacted on planning the
cities appearing in the population estimation and identification of urban development
requirement of lands, services and utilities. This in turn directs to intensifying cities and
increasing the pressure through the urban growth on agricultural lands, limited economic
resources and increase the environmental deteriorations. The paper therefore aims to highlight
the role of regional dimension in preparing the strategic plan of cities and achieve the balance
between regional and national objectives in side and the city planning objectives in another side.
The methodology adopted in this paper bases on an analysis of governmental approaches to
urbanize the desert lands. The paper reviews the proposed vision of the current strategic plans
and indentify to what extent these plans matched with the regional and national objectives by
drop the shade upon a planning region.

Keywords:

Regional dimension- strategic planning- urban growth on arable lands- city visions



