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Constructing a Conceptual Framework towards Understanding the Formulation Process of 

"Informal Settlements Programs" in Egypt 

  

Abstract 

The Egyptian government has recently initiated a national strategic developmental plan, the aim 

of which is to combat poverty and, hence, develop the existing informal settlements and hinder 

the formation of others. To help fulfill this aim, the government has put in action a bundle of 

urban programs. Yet, examining the process through which these programs have been 

formulated is crucial for the realization of the strategic plan. 

This paper contributes to this examination through forming a conceptual-theoretical framework 

of how urban programs could be successfully formed to effectively reflect overarching strategic 

developmental plans (yet, from a theoretical point of view). This framework is seen in this paper 

as a first step to take to help understand the Egyptian formulation process of urban programs 

directed to deal with existing informal settlements and hinder the foundation of others. The 

conceptual-theoretical framework targeted identifies the controlling value system, webs of 

possible components, actors and relationships generic to the process. These webs identified 

could, then, be used in further research to initially collect data relevant from the local Egyptian 

context.  

To construct this framework, the paper critically reviews ample literature in the fields of planning 

and political economy, bringing together diverse concepts and theories. 

Keywords: strategic planning, urban programs, urban processes, conceptual-theoretical 

frameworks.  

 

 


