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Social sustainability of gated communities

Measuring social and functional interrelations with urban surroundings

Abstract:

Recently, the development of gated communities has witnessed usual explosion at the
urban extensions of Greater Cairo Region (GCR). In the nineteen’s, the planning process
has dramatic change in its general outlines that leads to a rapid growth in the
development of these communities. It is expected that this urban phenomena will lead to
different negatives on the urban sustainability of GCR and partiality the new towns.
Therefore, it is important to monitor these phenomena and to measure its sustainability
by drop the shad on urban and social sustainability. This can be done by measuring the
interrelations and interactions between the gated communities and the surrounding
communities that are usually very different in the social and economic context. From this
point, this paper aims to understand this issue and to monitor its positive and negative
implications on Cairo’s urban growth to the extent that may help in understanding the
dynamics of the fragmented spatial and social suture of GCR. In addition, this can assist
the decision makers in predicting the future of Cairo and thus the potentiality to guide the
growth of gated communities to minimize their negative impacts. To do that, this paper
starts the discussion with a critical review of the gated-community issue and how these
communities interact with the urban surroundings. Then it presents the theoretical
framework that is used to measure the urban and social sustainability by allocating the
main assessment dimensions and indicators. The paper ends with a critical analysis for
different cases from the new towns in GCR. The study measures the different aspects of
social and functional correlations between cases and surrounding communities and thus

assess the urban and social sustainability.
Keywords:

Gated communities- urban and social sustainability- functional correlations- social

interactions
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