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The current level of mastery of the first three primary grades in basic

reading skills in the public schools in Qatar

Dr. Sayed Ibrahim Dr. Elsayed Elshabrawi Dr. Yousef Al-Shaboul
College of Education College of Education College of Education
Qatar University Qatar University Qatar University

The current study aimed at investigating mastery level in basic reading skills of students in
the first three grades in public schools in the State of Qatar. The sample included three schools
in the State of Qatar, nine students from each school, to be twenty-seven students. The study
included a list of basic reading skills in the first three grades, in a gradual manner, distributed
across the three grades. This list was then utilized in the design of three literacy tests that
determine the level of pupils in the basic reading skills in the light of the mastery criterion which
is 80% in each test. The results showed a low level of students in the first three grades of
primary school in the ability to master basic reading skills. The results indicated that there are
multiple reading difficulties in the skills of recognition and pronunciation and surface
comprehension of some simple texts. This indicates that the students did not manage to achieve
the mastery level of required ability Which is 80%. The study also concluded with a number of
recommendations for the development of some intervention programs that focus on the
treatment of learning difficulties in the first three grades and the selection of methods that will
help students to acquire reading skills. The study also proposed a number of research projects

related to the field of study.

Key words: basic reading skills, mastery level
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