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Abstract

Schizophrenia and bipolar disorder are characterized by the presence of
neurocognitive impairments in many functions: attention, executive function and
psychomotor speed. Memory deficits are considered one of the most cognitive
functions that are affected by these clinical cases. The current study aimed to
assess differences and similarities between schizophrenics and bipolar disorder
patients in verbal and visual memory. The study sample consisted of: (15) patients
with schizophrenia, (15) patients with bipolar disorder and (15) individuals as
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normal control group. The two memory systems have been evaluated by: Rey
Auditory Verbal Learning Test and Rey-Osterrieth Complex Figure Test. The
results indicated a significant impairment in all measures of tests between
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder compared to normal control group. Differences
were found, between schizophrenia and bipolar disorder in measures of immediate
and delayed retrieval in both verbal and visual memory. While there were no
statistically significant differences between bipolar disorder and schizophrenia in
total score of learning and recognition in verbal memory, copy and recognition
trails in visual memory. In general, schizophrenic patients scores were lower
compared bipolar disordered .

Key words: Schizophrenia, Bipolar Disorder, Verbal memory, Visual memory.
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